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IA native of Long Island, New York, Tina Hoddelmann is a communications major at Cedamille College.
o'I left New York City for Cedarville Colleg€...
For one reason. Balance. A bal-
ance between the academic and
spiritual aspects of college life. A
balance which challenges me to
grow both as a student and as a
Christian.
Being from New York City, I had
some of the best universities in the
country at my fingertips. They of-
fered academic challenge, but little
opportunity for spiritual develop-
ment. However, Cedarville was
serious about both. That's what at-
tracted me.
Everyone I talked to - friends,
people at my high school, and others
I respect - told me Cedarville was
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of the highest academic quality.
Now that I am at the College, I've
found that's so true! Classes are
small. Faculty are within reach. And
the Word influences the content of
each class.
My professors care about me. To
them, I'm not a number. I'm an indi-
vidual. They don'tjust lecture, they
interact - by word, by example -
like friends. They challenge me to
grow, to think. Sure, they're de-
manding when it comes to class-
work. But they make certain my
spiritual life is challenged as well.
The whole atmosphere at Cedar-
ville says to me, 'Tina, along with a
solid education you need a solid re-
lationship with God.' I hear it not
only in my classes, but also in chapel
every day. I even hear it in my Chris-
tian service. It leads to serious talks
with my friends where we wrestle
with various topics and spiritual
issues and sharpen one another. Like
Proverbs says, 'Iron sharpeneth
i ron . . . . '
Balance. That's what makes
Cedarville so special. Sure, New
York City has great opportunities. I
love it. But Cedarville is giving me
the greatest opportunity: to stretch
my heart as well as my mind."
-:+s!J4@I/ \__-/
IWhilt does the Bib|re
trcnus aborrt the;
frrtrre?
This massive 778-page guide gives
thousands ofanswers
How are we to interpret the prophecies in Scripture? The late J. Barton
Payne offers his views candidly. Yet this monwnental work, his
magnum opus, transcends schools of interpretation because. . .
o It assembles every predictive veme in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation
- an amazing 8,352.
rlt discusses all these predictions in I,E17 entries.
Review after review underscores the value of this
work, regardless of the thmlogical position of the
reviewer:
"This massive work is not for light reading, buf in a serious
s[rdy of Biblical predictions it can be very helpful indeed. It is a
hemendous time-saver, ither for one undertaking a compre-
hensive s[rdy or for one interested in a particular prdiction or
a particular zubject of prodiction. The introductory discussions
are scholarly and careful; the main body is condensd but com-
prehensive; the addenda are well desigrd for easy referena. In
a book on this subject it is not to be expected that every reader
will agee with ttre author at every poinl but every s[rdent of
predictive Scrip[rres can be geatly helped in his study."
thristian Stsndord
"ln my opinion, the greatest value of this work is its conelatjon
of all pmsible predictive prophecy into one squence of pre-
sentatio4 so that otlrcr interpreten can gain a better perspective
on the total subjecl"-Menill C. Tenney, Professor Emerilrs
of Bible and Theology, Wheaton Graduate School
"Servicrable to the general public no las than to scholan. Its
usefulness i  not limited to those of a particular esclratological
benl"-Carl F. H. Henry, Founding Edttor, Christionity
Tdsy
How to get this 778-page
Encyclopedia FREE
How the Club Works
Every 4 weks (13 tims a year) ycu gst a free copy of the CIub Bulletin which offen you
tlre Feaurrd Selection plus a good choice of Alternates - all of inerat to conservativc.
* If you want tlre Feau.ud Slctioq do nothing it will come autonutically. * If you
don't want tlre Feanrred Sktiorq or yfl do want an Alternate, indicate your wishs on
the lundy card enclmd with yutr Bulletin and retrm it by tlrc deadline date. * The
majority of Chrb books will be offerd at 2G5090 discounts, plus a charge for shipping and
hardling. * As soon as yor buy and pay for 3 bmks at regular Club pdca, your nEIIF
benhip nuy be endd at any tinre, either by yor or by the CIub. * lf you ever arive a
Feaurrd Selecion without lnving tud l0 days to dcide if yil want it, you rnay retm it at
CIub experse for full crdit * Good service. N0 computen! * The Club will offel
reuhr Suwrbaryains, mctly at 7Gil{o discounts phr shipping and tnndling Supr-
bargairs do NOT count toward fuftling your CIub obligatioq but do enable yur to buy
lure books at giveaway prica. * Only one membenhip r horsehold.
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Hov to fird what yur want fast
Though good for serious reading, the principal value of
this, or any, encyclopedia is as a reference. A host of
special features make this one easy to use:
ol*ngthy chapters on prophecy, prediction and fulfillment
o 
"How to Use This Encyclopedia": a two-page "rood map"
o Definitions: 25 terms relating to Scripture prediction r Key
dates in Biblical chronology . Periods of prophetic fulfillment
r Guide to pmnunciation o 14 tables, including 3 on the Book of
Revelation o5 indexes including Biblical Predictions; Subjects;
Biblical Words and Phrases . Plus statistical appendices,
bibliography, map r EXTRJ{! Some 30 chronological sum-
maries of key groups of predictions (Christ, the church, the
Second Coming, etc.)
For anyone who takes the Bible seriously, a necessary
reference.
;--
coNsERnArlvE f!! eooK curB
15 Oakland Avenue.  Harr ison,  N.Y 10528
Please accept my membership in the Club and send FREE my
copy of J. Barton Payne's 518.95 Encyclopedio of Biblical
Prophecy. I agree to buy 3 additional books at regular Club
prices over the next 18 months. I also agree to the Club rules
spelled out in the coupon. FJ-48
Name
Address
City State-Zip-
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Every year more teachers choose
Stnndard lpxon Commmtary for
their adult Bible studv classes.
Here's whv:
. 52 weeks of carefirlly researched,
true-tothe-Bible teachings.
. Eight pages weekly of detailed
hackgmund information, lesson
outlines, teaching methods, learn-
ing activities, visuals and more.
r Printed KJV lesson Scripture,
with verse-S-verse xplanarions.
o Pronunciation guides, color-
coded indexing, a cumulative
index of Scripture passages and
other helpful features.
ffff$*'#"*'trru
Start or end every day with an inspi-
rational Scripture passage, practical
application, prayer thoughts and a
suggested hymn. Veekly themes
cortespond wlth Standard Lesson
Cwnmmary. The perfect all-occa-
sion gift, for yourself or another.
Pock€t edition: #3088, $3.95 (with coupon from
Commentary-# lg7 58, only $3. 70). Large-print
edftion: #4088, $5.95 (with coupon lrom Cammm-
tury -#r97 59,only $5.45).
Q Al your Cbristian boohsbre orSTroNDNRDSM-IBE"JSH!NG
8l2l Hamilton Avenue. Cincinnati, OH 45231
Needed to be said. .  .
As a missions executive, I want to
congratulate you for telling the truth in
"The Changing Missions Climate" by
Truman Dollar (May 1987). It is not easy
to admit that American missionaries
"often abused. . power," and that
some have resisted the shift to in-
digenous leadership. Many don't want
to hear it, but it needed to be said.
Don Dunkerley, Director
Proclamation International
Pensacola, Florida
A capsule glance. .  .
The brief biographical nd "Thunder
in the Pulpit" sections of.your Journal
are of much challenge and encourage-
ment to me. I appreciate the opportunity
to get a capsule glance of these much-
used men of God.
I consider this section a very imoor-
tant part of your publication and
encourage you to keep up the good
work. Thanks for your ministry.
Mark Drake, Pastor
Ridgecrest Baptist Church
Memphis, Tennessee
Del igh ted .  .
I was delighted to read "A Radical
Proposal for Seminary Education" (April
1987). Dr. Dobson is to be admired for
having the courage and foresight to
make the comments he made in the
article. The current pedagogy practiced
in the vast majority of our nation's
theological institutions is inadequate and
ill-suited for equipping those called to the
pastoral ministry.
So much good was said in Dobson's
article that I hesitate to comment, but
there are other points to make.
First, seminaries need to make up
their minds as to their purpose. fue they
academic institutions for scholarly
research and higher learning, or are they
training grounds for those called to
preach? One gathers from reading
seminary catalogs that all exist to train
pastors, but course descriptions how
that most exist for scholarship. Both
purposes are OK; however, it would be
better for most seminaries to stick with
what they do best-the study of
theology-and leave practical training to
those better equipped to train pastors.
Second, seminaries need to shorten
the matriculation period for academic
research, rather than add courses in
pastoral theology. It is distressing to
hear that some seminaries are adding a
year ofinternship to the standard three-
year divinity degree. It would be better
to cut one year of academics and sub-
stitute a one-year residency program
similar to those in the medical profes-
sions. Most pastors have too much
formal education for their congregations
anyway, and would be wise to concen-
trate more on the practical aspects of
ministry and less on the academic
aspects of theology.
Third, if the necessary radical
changes are to take place in theological
education, they will have to come from
those outside the institutions. Cutting
useless courses means cutting faculty,
and few seminaries, conventions, or
assemblies have the courage to do it.
Theological institutions will not change
themselves. The necessary change must
come from the outside.
Fourth, seminaries need to take a
good look at the concept of external
education, and begin adopting this as a
way of cutting costs and reaching those
who cannot, or ought not, take years
away from their ministry. I am glad to
see Liberty University using the concept
of distance education in its degree
programs. Now is the time to bring it
into the mainstream of theological
education. Today's technology means
that external education can work in the
training and equipping of pastors.
Thank you for the fine article. Please
don't let the idea of seminarv reforma-
tion die.
J. Duncan Boyd, Pastor
Erin United Presbyterian Church
Roseville, Michigan
Nothing better.  .  .
I have appreciated Dr. Dobson's
proposals to update seminary education
for our pastors. At the present time,
however, I know of nothing better than
the well-balanced master of divinity
program.
What I would like to suggest is that
while we are rethinking seminary edu-
cation, we should also rethink pre-
seminary education. The Fundamentalist
movement has been caught between
two different philosophies of education:
the Bible college/Bible institute program
on the one hand, and the seminary
program on the other.
These two approaches are not
necessarily mutually exclusive, but there
has been a considerable amount of un-
necessary overlap when the two pro-
grams have been put together. If we are
committed to the seminary philosophy
of ministerial education, we need to do
some fresh, creative thinking about the
purposes, goals, and curriculum of pre-
seminary training.
Larry Pettegrew, Th.D.
Central Baptist Seminary
Minneapolis, Minnesota
I
Senior
Computer
Specialist
Needed immediately to develop
and maintain new application soft-
ware for college administration. Must
be fast starter, and able to work with
minimum of supervision. Require-
ments: bachelor's degree in com-
puter science or M,l,S. (or equivalent
experience), plus f ive years'
experience in systems analysis and
computer programming. Cobol and
VAX^/MS experience a must, Data
base xperience a definite plus, with
lngres experience preferred, Prior
experience with college administra-
tion systems, especially student
rscords, recruiting, accounting, and
personnel also desirable. Knowledge
of lnformation Associates' Series Z
another plus. Environment is a dis-
tinctly Christian university. Salary
commensurate with background and
experience. Contact Fred Spearin,
Liberty University, P.O, Box 20,000,
Lynchburg, VA 24506-8001.
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I found a way to
SELL I]ARTtrilME...
MAKE FULLtrIMEINCOME!
earned $Z r7OO from
my first Pace order... plus financial
securi$ in my own business.
1st person story by Tedd Mainwaring
tt1 worked on an oil dri l l ing crew out west. We dril led 11
I wells one year, every one a gusher! But did I strike it
rich? Not on your life-I was paid by the hour and struggled
to feed a growing family. That started me to thinking,'Why
should I do all the work while someone else gets all the
gravy.'
"About that time I got injured and ended up having to
move my family to a different area to take a job as a main-
tenance mechanic. That idea of controlling my own destiny
kept gnawing at me. By now I had five children with extra
expense of about $2,400 a year sending the oldest one to a
speech and hearing center.
"How could a guy like me save up enough money to start
my own business? To get into most businesses you have to
own a corner ofFort Knox. IfI could only ease into a business
without giving up the regular salary I had to count on to put
food on the table. And without making any investment. As
long as I was dreaming, wouldn't it be great to find some-
thing where every single spare time order could bring in
really big extra money.
"Sound like the impossible dream? Well, I had seen a Pace
Products story about a man who earned 94,154.65 on just one
Seamless Spray order. And he didn't have to invest a penny. I
sent for the free information. Believe me, when I received
their literature and saw how easy their field-tested sales kit
made everything-I knew it could all be more than just a
dream. I decided to become a Pape distributor. And it was the
best decision I ever made.
YOU NEED ABSOLUTELY NO EXPERIENCE
"Now I haven't mentioned anything about Pace-I've
saved the best for last. As you know, it costs a fortune these
days for schools, hospitals, plants and other commercial
buildings to have roof contractors repair or re-do their roofs.
Pace .soues them that fortune-by-passing the contractor.
The building owner uses Pace's Seamless Spray process to
apply Pace RoofRenewal Sealant right over the old roof. The
cost is so low, the proven results so satisfactory for such
well-known firms as General Motors, Ame4ican Airlines,
Holiday Inns and hundreds more, that there is little if any
sales resistance.
"Pace ships the Pace Seamless Spray equipment on Free
Loan. The customer pays only for the rooflrng products from
Pace. His owh men apply it. And the clincher-I would get
my big commissions up front. Paid in advance. Weekly.
"With rqy mechanic's job, I was able to start out with Pace
in my spare time. I didn't know a thing about roofs, but Pace
told me everything I had to know. They showed me how easy
it is to set up a business and keep it running profitably. So all
I had to do was go out and find somebody with a leaky roo(
and tell him about Pace products.
"Quite frankly, my first prospect didn't buy. But I made a
call for a school building with a roofthe size ofa football field.
They called it the "Bucket Leaker," because every time it
rained they had to put out buckets-in classrooms, hallways,
even the cafeteria-to catch the water. I got the job and
made $7,700 on it.
"That school building is now leak-free for the first time in
25 years, so they had me do five other roofs with Pace's
Seamless Spray. I was on my way. Today my family and I are
enjoying a life we never thought possible before-all thanks
to my accepting Pace's invitation to return that little coupon
in the ad I read."
€" YA.-^\^J"^;,
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MAIL COUPON TODAY FOR
FREE FACTS_NO OBLIGATION
Would you like to earn big money, starting out in your
spare time, Iike Tedd Mainwaring? Would you like the free-
dom and independence ofyour own business? It can be yours.
Let us mail you the facts. Simply send in the coupon below
and we'll rush you all the details. There's no obligation. No
salesman will call.
Our field-tested sales kit gives you all the know-how you
need to get into the Pace business. There's no waiting, no
training needed. And no investment required. you can get
into the Pace business that offers a way to make $1,bb0 or
more on one sale-even up to $7,700 l ike Tedd
Mainwaring-and more!
This is your once-in-a-lifetime oppurtunity. Get all the
facts. Study them in the privacy of your own home and then
decide for yourself. But don't delay. Mail the coupon now.
l t I T T I I I I I I T I I I I I I I I I I
I PACE PRODUCTS, lNC., Oepr.FJ-7'7 t
- 
Quality Plaza, 112th & College Blyd. I
r P.O. Box 10925, Overland Part, Kc.66210 I
I WITHOUT OBLIGATION send free material that tells how I
I I can have my own Pace business. No salesman will call. I
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Mocked .  .  .
None of the writers in the April issue
addressed the reason why Jim Bakker
is disqualified from the office of pastor.
Exodus 20:74, "Thou shalt not com-
mit adulter-v." In 1 Corinthians 6:15-18,
Paul said the man rvho is joined to
another woman is ntarried to her. In
1 Timothl' 3:2, Paul sa1's a pastor is t<r
have only one w1fe. No concubines, sec-
retaries, hookers, or Playboy Bunnies.
King David was of the tribe of Judah.
His sin cost him a lot but he was for-
given. Hophni and Phinehas were priests
of the tribe of Levi. God said he would
slay them for their adultery (1 Sam.
2 :22 -25 ) .
God has been mocked by the Jim
Bakker scandal and by the unscriptural
responses to it.
l 'om Knauf, Pastor
Calvary Baptist Church
Marina, California
Editor's lYote: Our April issue uas not
meant to be a response to the PTL situa-
tion, but to address these problems in
general. In fact, the issue was aLready at
press before we had knowledge of the
Bahkers' problems.
Cor rec t i on .  .  .
I thank God for your ministry.
Regarding the April issue of Fzzn-
damentalist Journal, all the articles were
good, especially Dr. Falwell 's on the
Resurrection. However, one article was
entitled "Portrait of an Adulterer. " The
article was quick to say that this was a
pastor being portrayed. The implication
was clear that all pastors are adulterers.
I believe a correction needs to be
printed.
J. T. Will iams, Pastor
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
Summervil le, South Carolina
Editor's Note: " Portrait o.f an
Adulterer," compiled from L'anous case
studies, did portra1, n pastor. Hou'euer,
the article did not represent all pastors cts
udulterers.
Essent ia l  .  .  .
Your magazine is  ; r  verv essent ia l
part of the ministry. We enjoy it very
much indeed and look f<trward to each
month 's  issue.
The May issue wrrs so very im-
portant for "doubters" to read and
understand. I want very ntuch to share
with doubters the accountabil ity on the
PTL issue by Jerr-v Falwell and other's
articles concerning the same issue. I
trust this will clarify their confusion and
erase their "doubts." Thanks for
making this issue so special.
Mrs. Thomas Zuniwalt
Piedra, California
i:,;^""'6,,,
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The First 200 Years. British
Prime Minister William Gladstone called
our Constitution "the most wonderful
work ever struck off at a given time by
the brain and purpose of man." Our
celebration of the 200th anniversary of
this great document includes inspiration,
encouragement, and warning. Various
authors reflect on the Constitution's con-
ception, examine the debate on its in-
terpretation, and charge us with
responsibility for its preservation.
Our sacred freedoms are on the line.
If we lose them we have only ourselves
to blame, for as John Adams said, "Our
Constitution was made only for a reli-
gious and a moral people. It is wholly in-
adequate for the government of any
other."
In our Preaching & Pastoring section
Joseph Tson describes life as a pastor in
a land without religious freedom.
Special photos were set up for our
Constitution articles. Thanks to lrs
Schofer, photographer ; Inry C. Bevins,
art director; Eric D. Arbital, makeup
artist; Therese Anthony, costume con-
sultant; the Kentucky Hotel Antique
Shop of Lynchburg, Virginia, and to
George Washington, James Madison, and
Benjamin Franklin for their cameo
appearances.
Realizing the Dream. I am happy
to announce that Liberty University has
permission to offer our first course lead-
ing to the doctor of ministry degree.
Continue to pray, because we will not
receive final approval from the Southern
Association of Christian Schools until our
first student grzduates from this pro-
gram. Final approval would be another
step in the fulfillment of the dream of the
founders of Liberty-a Christ-centered
education, in a complete school system,
from kindergarten through a doctoral
degree.
W+a!,*tL
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America the Beautiful
wo hundred eleven years ago our
nation was "conceived in liberty"
and declared to be free and in-
dependent. One nation under God, the
United States of America. A hundred
years later the Supreme Court ruled that
America is a Christian nation. Now we
are celebrating the 200th anniversary of
the great Constitution that guarantees us
all the freedoms and privileges that we
call the American Way.
What about the next generation? Will
they grow up in a free, Christian nation?
Will our children and gnndchildren enjoy
the same beautiful America that you and
I have enjoyed?
We believe in pluralism. When we
speak of being a Christian nation, we do
not exclude all others. But a vast majority
of our 230 million Americans are Chris-
tian by profession, and about 70 million
claim a New Birth experience.
As a Christian nation, we have a
responsibility to see that all citizens of
the United States enjoy the privileges
that our Constitution guarantees-
whether or not they share our beliefs,
whether they are for or against us
philosophically. That is what has made
this country great.
We do not all agree politically or
theologically. But we all agree that in this
country we should have the right to be-
lieve, to live, to serve, to earn, to own,
to keep, to give-because almighty God
intended that men should be free.
America is not perfect. We have a
massive drug problem. We abort 1.5 mil-
lion innocent, unborn babies every year,
in defiance of God's law. Pornography and
immorality and indecency are rampant.
Sin is having a heyday in this country. But
look at the entire tamily of nations on this
earth and compare them to the United
States, Canada, North America. When
you compare this part of the planet with
any other part of the world, you find that
no place on earth has been so blessed
of God as we. None.
We are not more deserving or more
intelligent than others. There are no
reasons in our physical beings that we
should merit all that God has given us.
Is This a Christian Nation?
At a Christian nation,
we have a responsibility
to see that all citizens
of the United Sfafes
enioy the privileges
that our Constitution
guanntees.
Why has God made this America the
Beautiful?
America was built on biblical
principles. We call them the Judeo-
Christian ethic, which encompasses the
dignity of human life, the traditional
monogamous family, common decency,
the work ethic, and the principle of the
Abrahamic covenant, that God said to
Abraham in Genesis 72i3, "l will bless
them that bless thee, and curse him that
curseth thee." America has always be-
lieved in giving and ganting love and
freedoms and rights to all people. We also
believe in the principle of God-centered
education. When the founders settled
Jamestown, even before they erected
their homes, they constructed abuilding
that was to be their church house, their
schoolhouse, and their town hall. Then
they built their homes and shops.
Now I don't mean that all230 million
of us over the 211-year history of this
nation have always lived up to what we
believe in. But we do have a premise of
conviction and a rationale of belief that
have truly made this a nation under God.
As David said in Psalm 33:12, "Blessed
is the nation whose God is the Lord."
God has blessed America because weare
a nation built upon the principles of the
Word of God and the God of that Word.
America continues to bless the
world. Jesus Christ did not die for
Americans alone. God loves Russians,
and Asians, and Europeans, and Africans,
and l^atins all alike. God constantly com-
mands us in Scripture to help the under-
dog, the poor, the hurting, the lame.
Jesus preached liberation to those in
bondage and healing to the sick and
strength to the infirm.
America has blessed this world
materially more than any other nation in
human history. We feed the hungry and
care for the hurting. May God always find
in this country a nation with a big
heart-25,000 miles in circumference,
the circumference of this globe.
America is evangelizing the
world. Two-thirds of the missionaries in
the world today are supported from
America. One nation, where 6 percent
of the population lives, supports most of
the Christian missionaries worldwide.
Why do we do this? We owe everything
we are to our God and to our Saviour,
the lnrd Jesus Christ. God would not
haye some men to be saved. The Bible
says that God is "not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to
repentance." God does not want one
Russian or one Chinese or one American
to die and go to hell. If we want to be a
blessing and to be blessed by God, we
must evangelize the world in our
generation.
We have no corner on God's bless-
ing. We have no reason to believe that
God should bless America above any
other nation. We have no special man-
date. We must continue to operate on
biblical principles. We must always bless
the rest of the world. We must preach
the gospel through our churches and
send out missionaries to evangelize the
world. Only then will we remain America
the Beautiful.
On this 200th annivenary of our Con-
stitution, may we "higtrly resolve . . . that
this nation, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom-and that government
of the people, by the people, for the peo-
ple, shall not perish from the earth." I
I
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Mudy Graduate Schrnl is built on the
commitment o provide practical, Biblical
training for men and women desiring to serve
the Lord. The same commitment on which
the Moody Bible Institute was founded over
100 years ago.
In addition, we have developed our
Graduate School program with the commit-
ments of the church professional in mind.
If you are currently involved in professional
Christian ministry our unique course structure
can allow you to earn a Master of Arts degree
while maintaining your family and ministerial
commitments. Each of our courses is built
around a one-week class session. The remain-
der of the course work is completed in the
privacy of your home or office.
In keeping with our commitment, all of
our courses emphasize the same practical
applications which D.L. Moody established
over a century ago. The following are just
a few of the more than J0 sraduate courses
we offer.
Excellence in Publicitl anrl Promotion
. . . Mr. Wayne Kiser, Mrs. Ruth Kiser
Revinlizanon of the Twentieth Century Chwch
. . . Dr. LkrydPery,lj. RichardPatterson
BiblicalTheokryl and Pracace o/ Miniscry
. . . fh. B. Wayte Hopkrns,
Dr. WilliunTLvaslwr
P er sonal Growth and S tress Manngement
. . . Dr. RaymondCfuster, Mr. Da+,idSanf<nd
So don't put off getting your Master's
degree any krnger, hecause our ctlmmitment
allows you to continue yours.
For more information call l-800-621-
7105; in ll l inois, (Jlz) 329-4141, or send the
coupon to Craduate Schrxrl, Moody Bible
Institute, 820 North LaSalle Dive, Chicagti,
Il l inois 60610
n Yes, I want to know more about the
Moody Graduate School.
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE
PHONE #
CURRENT MINISTRY
MOODV GRADUATE SCHOOL
A MINISTFY OF MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE
B 2 O  N  L A S A L L E  D F  C H I C A G O  I L  6 0 6 1 0
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The Challenge of Commitment
by Edward G. Dobson
I n the context of Luke 14:25-35,
I Jesus addresses the multitudes
I and delivers a dramatic call to
become disciples. This was a call to live
above the spiritual mediocrity of the
masses and live a life of total commit-
ment to Him. Although we find ourselves
centuries removed from this incident,
this challenge transcends the limitations
of time and space.
What does it really mean to be a dis-
ciple? The word translated "disciple" is
the word mathetns which means "a learn-
er, a pupil, or an apprentice." A disciple
is one who has placed himseH under the
supervision of a master or teacher. The
apprentice not only listens to the teach-
ing of his master, he also emulates the
lifestyle of his master. As disciples of
Christ we are not only learning His teach-
ing but also adopting His lifestyle.
Discipleship is a choice. "If any
man come to me, and hate not his father,
and mother, and wife, and children, and
bretlren, and sisters, yea, and his own
life also, he cannot be my disciple"
(v. 16). What a stznge statement. In
order to be a true disciple of Jesus you
must hate what others love.
What does Jesus mean? Most com-
mentators interpret it to mean that we are
to love God so intensely that all other hu-
manlove is like hate whencomparedtoour
love for God. However, if that is true then
it does not say much for human love. You
do not hug your wife and say, "Honey,
I hate you!" In fact hul commands hus-
bands to love their wives "as Christ also
loved the church, and gare himself for it"
(Eph. 5:25). We are to love others with
the same kind of love we have for God.
What does it mean then to hate all the
aforementioned people? The key is found
in Romans 9:lli. "As it is written, Jacob
have I loved, but Esau have I hated."
In this chapter, Paul is dealing with God's
sovereign choice of the nation Israel.
That choice was evidenced in selecting
the younger twin Jacob over the firstborn
son Esau. It is not ttrat God loved Jacob
and hated Esau, because God loves all
people, but rather that God chose one
over the other. If you want to be His dis-
Vu must choose
Christ over all
relationships,
ciple you must cftoosz Him over
all human relationships.
Discipleship is crucifixion. "And
whosoever doth not bear his cross, and
come after me, cannot be my disciple"
(v.27). The second prerequisite for true
discipleship is as severe as the first. In
the previous verse Jesus told His disci-
ples they must hate what others love.
Now in this verse He tells them to love
what others hate-the cross. Some peo-
ple speak ofcrosses ofadversity and sick-
ness. But none of these ideas reveals the
truth of Christ's statement. The disciples
knew what He meant. The cross spoke
of death-total, complete, and final death.
A. W. Tozer said that this cross
"stands for the abrupt, violent end of a
human being. The man in Roman times
who took up his cross and started down
the road, had already said good-bye to all
of his friends. He was not coming back.
He was going out to have it ended.
The cross made no compromise, modi-
fied nothing, spared nothing; it slew all
of the man, completely and for good. It
did not try to keep on good terms with
its victim. It struck cruel and hard, and
when it had finished its work, the man
was no more."
The application of this death principle
addresses two major areas of the life of
every Christian. Fint, we must die to seH.
"And he said to them all, If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross daily, and follow me"
(I,uke 9:23). The verb translated "deny"
means to say "No!" In our society we
are not accustomed to saying no. The
whole philosophy that permeates Western
society is one of "If it feels good-do it."
Jesus says if you really want to be His dis-
ciple, you must say "No" to self.
Second, we must die to sin. "Know-
ing this, that our old man is crucified with
him that the body of sin might be des-
troyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin. Likewise reckon ye also your-
selves to be dead indeed unto sin. but
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Inrd. kt not sin therefore reign in your
mortal body, that ye should obey it in the
lusts thereof" (Rom. 6:6, 11-12).
A dead body is incapable of movement.
It cannot hear, see, talk, smell, or walk.
Paul is saying that our old man needs to
die. That means that all of the attraction
and enticement of the world means noth-
ing. We are not allured by the world.
Discipleship isa commitment. "So
likewise, whosoever he be of you that for-
saketh not all that he hath, he cannot be
my disciple" (v. 33). The third prerequi-
site of discipleship is a total and uncondi-
tional commitment to Christ. OnJanuary
12, In2, Jonathan Edwards, the great
Puritan theologian and revivalist, wrote
these words in his diary: "I have been
before God, and hare given myself, all that
I am and have, to God; so that I am not, in
any respect, my orrrn. . . . Neither have
I any right to this body, or any of its
members-no right to this tongue, these
hands, these feet; no right to these
senses, these eyes, these ears, this
smell, or this taste. I have given myself
clear away and hare not retained any thing
as my o\rm,"
These words were not written when
Jonathan Edwards was used to bring
about the first Great Awakening in Ameri-
ca or after he had penned his volumes of
theology or when he assumed the presi-
dency of Princeton College. They were
written when he was a l9-year-old student.
May God help us all to say withJonathan
Edwards, "I have given myseH clear away
and have not retained any thing as my
o'trn." If we will accept that call to dis-
cipleship, perhaps God will honor us, as
He did Jonathan Edwards, with another
Great Awakening! I
I
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M'SS'O'V SERY'CE SUPPLY PRESE VTS. .
JVC 3/q" Broadcast Editing Systems
3/4" Editing Recorder
.Using improved circuitry, the CR-850U is true to the image,
reproducing pictures with unsurpassed accuracy and reduced noise.
.With careful attention to human engineering, the CR-850U was given
a range of features that make operation simple, and for the mostpart
foolproof.
.The CR-850U was designed to make its high-performance f atures
usable in the widest possible variety of systems and applications.
.Anticipating rough, continuous operation, JVC engineers built the
CR-850U to take the punishment of industrial use, and with a number
of systems to assist maintenance and trouble-shooting.
CR-850U Retail:$9,695.00
COST:$7,308.00
JVC PROFESSIONAL
THREE TUBE COLOR
VIDEO CAMERAS
KY-21OBUPL
Retail: $6,695.00
cosT $5,013.75(w/o LENS)
Automatic Edit ing Control  Unit
.The RM-G850U has been specifically designed to create an advanced
editing system togetherwith JVC's CR-850U high-performance 3/4"
editing recorders.
.Upgraded to handle two playback sources, this stand-alone diting
controller offers a wide range of features that are selectable and
adaptable to future system expansion.
.With sophisticated programming options combined with user-friendliness,
JVC's 850 system will be appreciated by experienced professionals and
entry-level users alike.
RM-G850U Retail:$3,320.00
COST:$2.268.00
Jay Cole, Director
For all your audio and video
needs call Jay, Ron, or Cal.
mission service supply
Rt. 4 Box 384 / Fayetteville, Arkansas727Ol / (501) 521-1758
For Placing Orders:
1-800-352-7222
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Lack of Religious Values
Threatens Freedom
by CarI Horn
ur Declaration of Independence
declares it "self-evident" that
" [we] are endowed by [our]
Creator with certain unalienable Rights."
Today any such public affirmation of
God's existence is greeted with embar-
rassment or disdain, at least by the
"enlightened" elite.
In the preceding century, the greatest
of all British jurists, William Blackstone,
had written in his famous "Commen-
taries" that all laws were ultimately
based on "the law of nature and of
nature's God."
The First Congress-the same Con-
gress that debated and proposed the
First Amendment-where some civil
libertarians find the strict and absolute
separation of all things religious from all
things public-not only retained the first
legislative chaplains to pray and to pro-
vide spiritual counsel, but the day after
proposing the First Amendment called on
President Washington to proclaim "a day
of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be
observed by acknowledging, with grate-
ful hearts, the many favors of Almighty
God."
Our second President, John Adams,
went right to the bottom line: "Our Con-
stitution was made only for a religious
and a moral people. It is wholly inade-
quate for the government of any other."
Were Thomas Jefferson (who
authored our Declaration of Indepen-
dence), William Blackstone, George
Washington, John Adams-and others of
our Founding Fathers, who confirm their
testimony-all wrong? Indeed, are our
Pledge of Allegiance to "one nation
under God" and our national motto ("In
God We Trust") also unconstitutional?
Are they, as groups like the American
Civil Liberties Union and People for the
American Way say, really violations of the
"separation of church and state"?
Who really is out of step with the
'American Way," Norman [,ear and his
telemarketed valueless Hedonism, or
those who continue to believe in God,
country family, and morality?
W oo reatty is out of step
with the "American Way,"
Norman Lear and his
tel e m a rketed val u e I e ss
Hedonism, orthose who
continue to believe
in God, country, family,
and morality?
The fact is, we are having a modern,
or post-modern, identity crisis-and
there are two basic philosophies of life
vying for dominance of our law, our
politics, and what might be called our
"public philosophy."
On one hand, there is the Judeo-
Christian worldview that begins by
affirming God's existence and, as
Benjamin Franklin put it, that "God
governs the affairs of men." If we believe
in God, and trust in God, and believe that
He "governs the affairs of men," we
would be foolish to ignore the ancient
tradition, recorded in Holy Scripture,
regarding what He requires of His
creatures.
On the other hand there are the
Secularists, who do not so much
deny God's existence as they pronounce
it irrelevant. Postmodern Secularists
think religion should be kept strictly
private-except, of course, where
religion can be used to advance the
goals of Socialism or Marxism. Morals,
which are ultimately rooted in a re-
ligiously based worldview, should
likewise have no bearing on our public
policy.
Are you a homosexual? Fine. No
problem. That's your lifestyle. Do you
have an unwanted or inconvenient preg-
nancy? Fine. Have an abortion. No
problem. That's your choice. God forbid
that we should impose our beliefs or
values on you.
Those who hold a Judeo-Christian
worldview or philosophy of life see the
valuelessness that results from this kind
of thinking as being a corruption of the
essentially good commitment to individual
rights and freedoms that is our historical
inheritance.
How is it that America, founded and
grounded in the Judeo-Christian ethic,
came to the point that our national
motto cannot be taught-at least, with
any degree of conviction-in our public
schools?
Today, in America, the most unsafe
place to be is in the sanctuary of a
mother's womb. Our former openhearted
embracing of the poor and the defense-
less has been replaced with Planned
Parenthood's cold prescription of pop-
ulation control, sterilization, and abortion.
Euthanasia-mercy killing-of handi-
capped infants and the aged will follow,
and already is following, under the same
"quality of life" banner that welcomed
abortion for convenience.
The secularization process can be
traced through a series of Supreme
Court decisions, beginning with the 1962
reinterpretation ofthe Constitution, hold-
ing prayer in schools unconstitutional. No
matter that the First Amendment being
interpreted was adopted in 1791 and for
171 years had never been interpreted to
prohibit school or any other public prayer.
Indeed, Thomas Jefferson-the architect
of strict separation of church and state,
according to the ACLU and People for
the American Way-was president of the
school board of the District of Columbia
when the books used to teach reading
were the Bible and the Isaac Watts
Hymnal.
The actual case holding school prayer
unconstitutional, Engel u. Vitale, is the
only Supreme Court decision of which
this writer is aware in which not a single
case is cited as precedent. The reason
for that is obvious. There was no prece-
dent, no legal or political foundation-at
least not in this country. In that sense
the 1962 school prayer decision can
continued on page 62
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with featured speakers
Dr. Truman Dollar . Dr. E, V. Hill . Dr. John MacArthur . Dr. John Rawlings
f nomas Road Baptist Church presents its 1987 Super Conference Vlll. With theI theme "Back to Basics," the conference will feature an agenda of distinguished
speakers and eleven mini-conferences on specialized ministry area$. During the con-
ference, the entire staff will concentrate all its efforts to provide thousands of pas-
tors and laymen and women with practical insights to local church ministry. Make
plans to attend and share ideas and concepts with conference leaders and guests.
Send in the coupon below to receive more information about the conference and
local hotel and travel accommodations.
: 11 Conferences in 1Some workshops include:
a
a
a
a
o
a
t
Church-How to Motivate Teachers
Music-Preview New Choral Music
Hands of Liberty Ministry*lnterpreter's
"Burnout"
Ladies-Stress Management
Pastors-Church Growth
Seniors-Nursing Home Ministries
$ingles-Divorce: Getting Up and Going On
r Urban Outreach-Networking InMith the Black
Church
. Missions-Our World in the 21st Century
o Liberty Godparent Home-Fetal Growth and
Development
r Youth-Developing a Dynamic Youth Ministry
r - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - -1
Y E S I i,y:,H:,,:#",n ;ff; ;:, m o re
Conference Vlll and all it has to offer.
Name
Address
City State - Zip
Please send to: Super Conference Vll l
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Big Leogue Success ls More Thon "Stots"
by Michael R. Smith
Baseball. Sum-
mer's sport. Next
to Mom and apple
pie, baseball is America. Every Lit-
tle lraguer dreams of playing in
the majors. When Sid Bream was a
12-year-old Little League baseball
player, his father knew someday his
son would make the maiors.
In April Sidney Eugene Bream,26,
began his third year with the Pittsburgh
Pirates baseball team. This is his
second year as starting first baseman and
power hitter. He finished the 1985
season with 16 home runs. For Bream,
it is a chance to fulfill a statement
he made when he was a sophomore at
Liberty University. Commenting on
the influence athletes have on young
people, he said, "If we could be a godly
example to these kids, there would
be a difference in the majority of our
young people." Today Bream is doing
his part to be an example in a sport
where fame and money can comrpt men
with the most honorable intentions.
Some see the brawny Bream only
for his natural ability as a cleanup hit-
ter and crack first baseman. A
6-foot-4-inch, 218-pound left-hander
from Mount Holly Springs, Pennsylva-
nia, Bream led the National kague in
fielding statistics, led first basemen in
16 Fundamental istJournal
total assists, was third in the league in
doubles, had 77 runs batted in, and a
respectable .286 batting average in the
1986 season.
But his popularity with the Pittsburgh
club runs deeper than the stats, im-
pressive though they may be. He is also
polite. Karin Kmetz, who works at Pitts-
burgh's Three Rivers Stadium where
Bream slugs out his hits, remembers
Bream asking permission to take off
when his wife, Michele, a 1983 gradu-
ate of Liberty, had their son, Michael
Robert on April 13, 1986. "He's what
every mother wants her son to grow
up to be like," Karin said. "Every
wife wants to marry someone like Sid
Bream." She said Bream's polished
courtesy extends to Manager Jim
Levland. who Bream refers to as
"Mister." Leyland calls Bream a
popular player who may throw a
bat once in a great while
because he is a competitor.
Batboy Mark Hutton has a
locker next to Bream's. "Be-
fore a lot of games he reads
his Bible," Hutton said. "He
gets mad, but he doesn't
show it on the field. He en-
courages people." Lyndi Nace
of the Pirates' community
relations office said Bream's easy
manner endears him to everyone.
we need someone to go out on an
appeaftmce, we can count on Sid,"
she said. "You can tell he cares.
His faith shows because he keeps
a positive attitude."
Bream said that his faith was
spawned August 25, 1973, during a
week of revival services. "The Holy
Spirit was talking to me the whole
week through," he said. "He gnbbed
I --:rc4!rJg
me enough that I couldn't say no. I
had no idea at that time what I was
supposed to be."
Sid's parents, Sylvester and
Jouetta, raised him and their five
other children in a Christian home
where interest in sports was second
only to their faith. Sylvester is well-
known in south central Pennsylvania
for his singing group, the Gospelaires.
He too could have played professional
baseball, but his family disapproved of
playing sports on Sunday.
"In 1948 I had a contract with the
Saint Louis Browns (now Baltimore
Orioles), but I never signed it," the
elder Bream said. "The Lord knew
what was going on. If I had signed,
maybe there wouldn't be a Sid today."
Sid Bream said failing knees also
hindered his father from having a
career as a baseball pitcher. "When
he sees me out there, he sees him-
self," Bream said.
"Maybe a little," his father reluc-
tantly admits.
An avid fisherman and bow hunter,
Bream calls baseball the best sport of
all. No doubt because he makes it
look easy. Bream earned a most valu-
able player award in 1978 at Carlisle
High School and played in the state
East-West All-Star baseball game in
1979. But all 26 major teams
bypassed him in the free-agent draft.
Bream joined the Liberty Flames
baseball team in 1979. He hit .433 in
his junior year. In 1981 he hit 4 home
runs in a regional tournament and a
total of 19 for the season. Former
major league ace 'Alabama Al"
Worthington coached Bream at
Liberty, setting an example of balanc-
ing family life and professional sports.
Bream hopes to achieve with his
young family.
In 1981 the Dodgers selected
Bream in the second round. Bream
hit .327 with 47 RBIs and one home
run in 70 games at Vero Beach,
Florida. Jim Murray of the fus
Angeles Times said Bream could hit a
line drive off a machine gun.
The next year Bream hit .310 in
63 games and then moved to San
Antonio, where he hit .320 with 50
RBIs in 70 games. Also in 1982 he
moved within the club to Albuquerque
and bounced from there to lns
Angeles. He was finally traded to
Pittsburgh in September 1985.
Bream remembers those earlv
Michele Bream and
son Michael the
night Sid hit  two
nome runs.
years as a testing time. Recently,
while waiting for a game to begin,
Bream sat in the dugout at Three
Rivers Stadium, his long legs crossed,
his face unshaven in the typical
fashion of professional ballplayers be-
fore a game. He chatted, sharing
without hesitation his weaknesses and
his faith in God.
"I was up fin the major league]
for a little while and never played,"
Bream recalled. "Even though I had
very good years with minor league sys-
tems they continued to send me back
down. I questioned God, by all means.
Why Lord? Why are You doing this?"
Bream compared his situation to
Job's, the Bible character best
remembered for his suffering. "Job
questioned God," Bream said. " 'Why
is all this happening?' But he was
considered faithful in the end. It was
by no means easy, but God worked it
out. It was His perfect planning and
His perfect timing. We just enjoy it now."
Bream said major league baseball
is hard work, more pain than
glamour. "It takes a lot of trust in
the Lord," Bream said. He is quick
to share that sentiment with sports
reporters, not just those he knows
are Christians. "Baseball players are
put up on a pedestal so much that
you have many areas that can get to
you. You can be vain. You can look for
that pride, the praise for yourself."
And temptation is great, Bream
said, betraying an innocence uncom-
mon in a professional athlete. Thke
money, for instance. "The opportunity
of money can very easily be put in front
of the Lord," he said. All his life, Bream
has tithed to his local church. now a Bao-
tist church in Harmony, Pennsylvania.
"You have an opportunity for
alcohol, drugs, and women," Bream
went on. "You can't overlook that. That
can definitely make you fall quickly. It is
a thing where you always have to
stay on your guard. You try to have
someone keep you accountable as much
as possible."
Bream shores himself up with daily
prayer and Bible study. He fre-
quently refers to the Book of James
for guidance in practical iving. Bream
said the discussion of temptation in
James reminds him of his garden. "I have
my garden, but I have all these weeds.
You go in and weed, and you're feeling
real good about yourself. Then a couple
of days later those weeds are right back.
You have to weed things out of your
life, even though you know they are
going to be coming back."
Fans know Bream for the favorite
passage he uses when he autographs
baseballs and programs. "But God com-
mendeth his love toward us. in that. while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us" (Rom. 5:8). "That is a tremendous
verse that the Holy Spirit can use to
grab them at that point," Bream said.
Sid would like to be known as a
player with a loving spirit. "I try to set
an example," he said of his witness to
his teammates. "Hopefully, someday, I
will see someone on our team come to
know the Lord, and at that point, it will
truly be a successful season."
I Michael R. Smith is a news
reporter with York Sunday News and
a freelance writer in Shippensburg,
Pennsylvania.
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Dr. James C. Dobson
knows it's hard for today's
l lparents 0 Keep tneu
priorities traight.
Too often, they invest
in their careers atthe ex,
pense ofbuilding family relationships. They're
quick to fllltheir calendars, but not their chil,
dren's needs. Over the years, precious 0pp0r,
tunities lip by. . until one day the
door to childhood closes.
Turn Your Heart Tow ar d Home :
Hope for today's families begins
in your church.
In Tnn Yow Heart Tow ar d Home Dr. Dobson
presents a callto arms. Because it'stime for par,
ents and churches to wake up to the threats kids
face and take a stand for their families.
In thn provocative six,part film series, Dr.
Dobson speaks openly about the issues. Hrs front,
line perspective nspires, compels and motivates.
.
Over 13,000 churches
have already experienced
the rallying power of Tnn
YourHewtTowardHome.
For them, Dr. Dobson's
message has boosted
awareness, deepened commitments, and started
vital family ministries.
In a world where "home" is just another four,
letter word, your church can make a difference.
TnnYoru HeartTowardHome is the first step.
Plan to show itsoon.
Focus ontheFwnih: A refresher course
in the basics.
film series, Dr. Dobson's
practicalguide to par,
enting. Has your church
shown it recentlyl \ilhy
not schedule a refresher
course this year?
Millions have seen the Focus ontheFamill
l|R.JAMES G.IIt|BSl|N
AITERICAS FAMILY ADVOCAIT
I
WTIfrII PABUSflWE
wAco. TX 76796
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Make a difference
in your church today.
Jb schedule your showing of
TurnYow HeartToward Home rlr
Focas on the Fami\, cOntact your
local Christian film distributor,
or call \?ord at 1-800-826-3577,
Jbxas l-800-792-3534.
Turn Yrrur Heafl T&L'ard Hune
is available in a series of six
discussinn provoking films:
Film 1 A Father Latfus Bacl<
(60 minutes)
Film 2 Pou,er in Parenting: The
Ynng ChilA(60 frinutes)
Film 3 Poquer in Parenting: The
Adolescent (45 minutes)
Film 4 Tfu Family Uru1er Fire(52 minutes)
Film 5 Overcoming a Poinful
Childhood (40 minutes)
Film 6 The Heritage
(60 minutes)
Rental Fee: $430 (U.S.)
Fircu"c nn th* Fumily in nvail-
able in a series o[ seven life"
changing films:
Film 1 Tlre Strrng-Willed Chikl
(6J minutcs)
Filrn 2 Shap'ng The W.,II Without
Breaking The Spint
(60 minutes)
hilm J Uhflsttffil fathermg
(61 minutes)
Film 4 Prepanng fm Adoles-
cerrce:The Ongrns o/ Sef
Doubt (50 minutes)
Film 5 Preparingfor Adoles-
cence: Peer Pressure uttl
Sexualiry (48 minutes)
Film 6 lVhatWiues Wsh Their
Husbands Krww About
Women: The Lonely
Housewifc (49 minutes)
Film 7 V/hat Wives Wish Their
Hwbands Knew About
Wamen: Money, Sex, auJ
Chiltlren (3J minutes)
Renta lFee:  $395 (U.S.)
I
W orn truth meets
a Nation Great?
What Makes
by Bud McCord
"Aili':"t::{irh;m[i
I have heard American speakers make
that statement. I could probably buy a
new car with the earnings. The last
seven years, however, would have left me
without a patriotic penny to keep tires
on the car, since few Brazilians go around
praising America's greatness.
We must understand that the way
people view us as a nation from the out-
side is far dffierent from the way we view
ourselves from the inside. To expect peo-
ple around the world to appreciate and
understand what makes us proud to be
Americans is like asking someone walk-
ing to work to appreciate my new car.
How can you admire another fellow's car
when your feet hurt?
What. then. makes us so sureAmerica
is great? What makes any nation great?
Our answers to these two questions will
reveal much about our worldview. Some
answers I have heard over the years are:
A great nation is powerful.
A great nation is prosperous.
A great nation is free or democratic.
A great nation worships God.
A great nation is just.
A great nation sends missionaries.
A great nation offers religious liberly.
By these definit ions many nations
could be called "great." Japan is prosper-
ous and democratic. Russia is powerful
and prosperous.  Br i ta in is  f ree,
democratic, and traditionally a leader in
justice. Perhaps the greatest nation
would be the one combining all or most
of these qualities. If that is the case, you
might honestly be able to say, 'America
is the greatest nation on earth!" All in
all though, we are still talking about
degrees of imperfection, and we all fall
short or are falling short in our attempts
to be great nations. By this test we aiso
limit greatness to the "big" countries.
This may blur our vision toward nations
that practice greater justice, have more
freedom, and send more missionaries
per capita than we do.
God does not judge nations on the
great, greater, and greatest scale. He
uses the social, political, economic so-
cieties we call "nations" to further plans
that transcend our national interests.
Exactly when God is using a particular
nation for His purposes is beyond our
grasp until after the fact. Even then we
would be wise to give few opinions about
what the long-term results of our nation's
acts will have on the spread of the gospel.
If one honestly studies the histories
of countries like Brazil and India, where
Portuguese, Dutch, English, and Spanish
governments acted as colonial powers, an
interesting fact appears. Abuses in the
reality, freedom
is produced.
name of God and based on Old Testa-
ment theocratic principles increased
according to each country's view of it-
self as God's agent especiaily chosen t<r
dominate and "evangelize" other peo-
ples. Even gaining enormous wealth was
seenas proof of divine blessurg, nomatter
how many died to get it for them. Slavery
became evangelism. Murder became
demon expulsion. National greatness
became an excuse to do wrong. Estab-
lishing God's kingdom justified almost
everything. The rise of Islamic Messiah
and modern violent theologies labeled
"liberation theologies" are nothing more
than attempts to do God's work man's
ways. Even the children of Israel, led by
a pillar of fire through the night, were
severely punished many times because
they did God's work in their own way.
A study of America's history reveals
that America's greatness was partly
rooted in the fact that the Founding
Fathers resisted the "promised land" and
"holy nation" syndrome that was born
in Europe's religious environment. Even
continued on page 62
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A Call to Arrns
by Ann Wharton
o freedom of religion in
America? Surely that could
never be! Yet in this land
of the free there are those
who would ban religion from public life,
not by law or edict, but through manipu-
lation of the First Amendment of the
United States Constitution. If they have
their way, the freedom o/ religion
guaranteed by the Constitution, through
the wisdom of our Founding Fathers,
would become freedom from religion.
Even though those Founding Fathers
meant to protect religion from the in-
fluence ofgovernment, the rewriters of
today would reinterpret it to mean the
protection of government and other
public institutions from the influence of
religion.
What are the primary methods being
used to achieve this goal?
Constitutional attorney William Bentley
Ball speaks knowledgeably on the sub-ject. Long before most political and re-
ligious Conservatives were aware of the
storm on the horizon for First and Four-
teenth Amendment rights, Ball was at
the forefront, defending individuals and
groups from government encroachment.
In the course of his service to religious
liberty, he has served as lead counsel in
22 states and has pled 15 cases before
the United States Supreme Court.
"One of their strategies, " Ball says,
"is to question the reality of the religious
claim. Religion becomes represented
more as an area of whim rather than of
conviction." He explained that propo-
nents of the new interpretation of the
First Amendment often present the
cause of religion to be so highly subjec-
tive that it has little relevance. The
result is that cases under consideration
in the courts "are passed off as though
the religious claim was never made, or
the cases are received with a benign dis-
Freedom
of religion
I t
os enulslonea 0,,t
the Foundins Fathers
of this country
isunder siege.
regard" by those at administrative
and/or judicial levels.
"Religion is not weighed as a mat-
ter commanding substance. Yet," he
stressed, "the First Amendment en-
shrines freedom of religion as a basic
freedom. "
A second method in the attack on
freedom of religion, Ball stated, is to
maximize the importance of the public in-
terest in conflict with religious claims.
Such an approach is a direct departure
from the manner in which cases were
treated in the past.
"Contrary to the old understanding
of what degree of public interest suffices
to override religious liberty, now just
about any public interest is sufficient o
override religious claims," Ball ex-
plained, saying that it has become "the
downgrading of the sacred and the up-
grading of the secular."
A third area of attack, which Jordan
Lawrence, attorney for Concerned
Women for America, finds particularly
disturbing is the trend to classify any
moral precept as religion. In essence it
is the attempt to nullify existing laws that
are underpinned by moral concepts.
Laws couched in such concepts, say
the reinterpreters, violate the establish-
ment clause of the Constitution, which
provides for the separation of church and
state. Jordan cited two such cases. The
first dealt with the Hyde Amendment,
prohibiting public fu nding of organizations
that provide abortions. The second was
an attack on the criminal sodomy law.
In both cases, Lawrence said, the is-
sue at stake was the fact that the laws
were based in moral principle, which in
essence was the expression of religion.
Therefore, opponents to the laws sought
to have them nullified. However,
Lawrence said, ''The court systems have
rejected that line of reason to date."
But Ball believes the most insidious
approach is the assumption that religious
freedom is something less than a First
Amendment liberty. As a result, a new
attitude can be detected in some court
decisions. In such cases, he said,
"Someone claiming religious liberty is
told that he must prove that the govern-
ment interest does not outweigh his re-
ligious interest. It shifts the burden of
pro0f. "
Earlier in the history of this country,
the government had to bear the burden
of proof, showing that the public interest
clearly outweighed the claim for religious
liberty. Today the Conservative must
show why his concern outweighs the
claim of public interest, Ball explained.
"Then you have to disprove the govern-
ment claims. It places an enormous bur-
den on the religious litigant. It should be
the same as a criminal case," he con-
tinued. "The government should have
to bear the burden of proof."
Even though the instances cited by
Lawrence were not given legal cre-
dence, Ball sees the camp against he
freedom of religion gaining ground. He
sees now in legal discussions and in cer-
tain courts, an advancement of the idea
that the sacred is to be given far less
Fundamental is t  Journal
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weight than secular interest, "partly
because of the condition of society."
Ball feels two primary cases charac-
terize the new trend against he freedom
of religion-EEOC u. Fremont Chris-
tian School and Goldman u. Weinberger.
In the first case the United States Court
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit dis-
missed the case out of hand, not even
permitting a trial on the matter of "a
very sincere and substantial c aim made
by a church."
In the second case Ball said, "The
court paid only slight heed to the claim
of an orthodox Jew that the wearing of
a yarmulke (skullcap) in the military
service was a religious act. The point in
the case was not whether ultimately this
should have been forbidden; rather that
the test the court applied was heavily
weighted on the side of the secular,
without adequate concern for the
religious interest. "
Is this new trend truly a violation of
the intent of those early American
leaders? Without a doubt, say Ball and
many other Conservative leaders. The
Bill of Rights followed the implementa-
tion of the Northwest Ordinance. "The
Northwest Ordinance is a basic doctrine,
expressing the intent of the Founding
Fathers in respect to religion," Ball
explained.
The Northwest Ordinance basically
supported the concept of education
because it was needed to perpetuate the
concept of religion and morality.
Article 3 of that document begins:
"Religion, morality, and knowledge,
being necessary to the good government
and happiness of mankind, schools
and the means of education shall be
encouraged. "
In other words, education was used
for the promotion of religion and morality,
so there would be good government.
"That's probably why it was the first
provision of the First Amendment. Ac-
counting for the change," Ball added,
"You could call it the natural expression
of a religionless ociety, though it also
depends on manipulation. The whole
switch is a certain violation of the origi-
nal intention of the Founding Fathers. "
There is a disturbing trend for
justices at all levels to avoid a confron-
tation when First and Fourteenth
Amendment issues are at stake in cases.
This avoidance has been accomplished
through emphasis on procedural matters
rather than on the substance ofthe case.
Ohio Ciuil Rights Commission u.
Dayton Christian Schools is a prime
example. "The case had been five years
in court by the time it reached the
Supreme Court. Two federal courts had
exhaustively reviewed the case. Some
of the most important religious groups
in the United States had come in on the
side of the Dayton Christian Schools.
After this lengthy period, the Supreme
Court threw it back to the lowest level
of the state courts. It just avoided the
issue," said Ball.
Since then, however, the Ohio Civil
Rights Commission dropped the case,
but Ball was not happy about that. "It
is over with-much to our disap-
pointment. "
Ball discussed another case handled
in a disturbing manner by the Supreme
Court: Bob Jones Uniuersity u. The
United States of America. At first he re-
fused the case, but after consideration,
when he realized that the university's
position on race was a sincerely held
religious belief, he became involved.
He recalled the sequence of events.
"The university asked us to take the
case to the Supreme Court after an ad-
verse ruling by the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Fourth Circuit. The
Supreme Court accepted the case for
review.
"Later the lReagan] administration
came before the court to say it had no
case against BJU. The media exploded.
President Reagan was now called
'racist,' because- BJU was called
'racist'-although never in its history
had anyone filed a discrimination charge
against it.
"The administration's action should
have ended the case, but to our
astonishment the Court kept the case
alive, even appointing special counsel to
argue against BJU's position. My own
arguments did not prevail. The Court
killed this school's tax exempt status on
the grounds that, to allow it to be
exempt would violate something called
'federal public policy' (not found in the
Constitution). A very bad decision," Ball
concluded.
Freedom of religion as envisioned by
the Founding Fathers of this country is
under siege on a number of judicial
fronts, but thejudicial system is not the
only area Christians need to watch. The
legislative front desenes guarding, as
laws affecting the status of traditional
values are made. And policy decisions at
the administrative levels of government
and the educational process can have
far-reaching effects on the Conservative
community.
"We are not an atheistic society, but
we are well into it," Ball warns, pointing
out that the widely embraced philosophy/
religion of Secular Humanism is com-
patible with atheism.
He also believes that the lax moral
line concerning abortion, the denial of
food and hydration to terminally ill
patients, and increasing violence in this
country are signs of the lack of godliness
in the American community.
Ball outlined two primary jobs for
Christians. "The pressing home of a
good test case, with expert witnesses,
to show that Secular Humanism is a
religion, and a not-with-my-kid-you-
don't stance by religious parents."
The recent Alabama textbook case
decision is a major step in the first direc-
tion. In March, U.S. District Court
Judge Brevard Hand found that Secular
Humanism is a religion and that 45 text-
books promoting that religion in the
Alabama schools should be removed
from the curriculum immediately. Ball
asserts that the type of parental re-
action that brought this case to court will
protect children and put up a roadblock,
preventing the educational system from
"destroying the innocence of children."
There is
o disturbing trend
for iustices
at all levels
to avoid
o confrontation
when First
and Fourteenth
Amendment issues
ore ot stake,
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A state of Maine case in which the
department of education brought suit
against the state's private schools in an
effort to enforce licensing of all private
schools was another significant one, Ball
said. He pointed to several lessons
learned from the case.
First was the upholding of the asser-
tion that the state should not be the sole
supervisor ofthe education ofthe state's
children. Second was the issue of the
primary right of parents in the education
of their own children. and third was the
insistence that religious schools must be
free. They are not state institutions.
Another case cited by Ball as of
primary importance in the Conservative
battle for parents to maintain control of
the education was the 1982 case of a
Girard, Pennsylvania, 18-year-old
student. Bobby Burns refused to com-
plete assigned reading that centered on
prostitutes, obscenities, and blasphe-
mies. "I can't read this," he told his
teacher. "I can't report on this."
He asked that the assignment be
withdrawn.
Bail stated that the response of the
school system was, "He will read it. We
will determine the education of children
in this school or he won't graduate."
Thus came media and ACLU atten-
tion to the case, with charges of censor-
ship and book-burning. But Bobby didn't
give up. Ball recalled the encouragement
the youth received from his father.
" 
'Bobby, if you don't get your diploma,
you'll at least have your honor.' "
The federal judge asked a reason-
able question. "Can't you let him read
something else?" The school board
backed down.
Ball says, "We have to change this
The whole switch
is a certoin uiolstion
of the
original intention
of the
Founding Fathers.
journalistic jargon from 'book-burning' to
'book-forcing.' Parents do have the
right to oversee the education of their
children, so youngsters are not forced
into the mold of the state," he maintains.
If we are to see more such decisions,
and reverse the trend toward stripping
Americans of our freedom of religion and
conscience, Ball says, "the first step is
to explode the new concept hat religion
goes to the back of the bus in favor of
any public interest."
I Ann Wharton is an author and
assistant professor of journalism at
Liberty University in Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia. She holds an M.S. in journalism
from Ohio University, Athens, Ohio.
Pres erving
Traditional Values
WiILiam Bentl.ey BalL
Q or" consider William Bentley Ball the "greatest constitutional attorney in
l) America todav."
A partner in ihe firm of Ball, Skelly, Murren, and Connell in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, Ball was the recipient of the Clarence Darrow Award in 1982 and the
Messiah College Distinguished Service Award in 1985.
What put him on the road to his involvement with religious liberty causes? After
he finished law school and was married, in the forties, he felt that something was
missing in society. "Things are threatened in our world," he said. "I wanted to do
something to change it."
Throughout his career he has attempted to be part of the solution to the problem
that disturbed him from the first-an American society threatened by chaos and con-
fusion, perhaps a society dominated by totalitarianism.
His part of the solution has been to fight to preserve the traditional values of
the Founding Fathers expressed in the United States Constitution and its Bill of
Rights. t
T
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Christianity
and the
. a , , )
onstltutl0n
by Robert A. Peterson
ritish Prime Minister William
Gladstone called it "the most
wonderful work ever struck off at
a given time by the brain and purpose of
man." George Washington i timated that
it was "a standard to which the wise and
honest may repair. " It is the oldest writ-
ten constitution still in use, the "law of
the land, " and the President's chief duty
is to uphold and defend it.
For over 200 years, America's Con-
stitution has survived the ravages of both
internal and external foes. The year 1987
marks the Bicentennial of America's
continued on page 51
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A Legacy to Be Treasured
The Constitution
A Collection
of Thoughts
from the Past
and Present
( ( l- od has willed that we make
\f this instrument for the peo-
ple." (Signingof the Constitution, 1787)
-Abraham Baldwin
( ( (}ur Constitution is in actual
\-/ operation; everything ap-
pears to promise that it will last; but in
this world nothing is certain but death
and taxes." (Letter to M. Leroy, 1789)
-Benjamin Franklin
( (fne preservation of the sacred
I. fire of liberty, and the destiny
of the republican model of government,
are justly considered as deeply, perhaps as
finally staked, on the orperimentenffusted
to the hands of the American people."
Oirst Inaugural Address, April30, 1798)
-George Washington
( (E qual and exact justice to all
IJ men. of whatever state or
persuasion, religious or political; peace,
commerce, and honest friendship with
all nations, entangling alliances with
none. . . . Freedom of religion; freedom
of the press, and freedom of person
under the protection of the habeas
corpus, and trial by juries impartially
selected. These principles form the
bright constellation which has gone
before us, and guided our steps through
an age of revolution and reformation.
The wisdom of our sages and the blood
of our heroes have been devoted to their
attainment. They should be the creed of
our political taith, the text of civil instruc-
tion, the touchstone by which we try the
services of those we trust: and should
we wander from them in moments of
eror or alarm, let us hasten to re-
trace our steps and to regain the road
which alone leads to peace, liberty, and
safety. " (First Inaugural Address,
March 4, 1801)
-Thomas Jefferson
( (f have never been more struck
I. by the good sense and the
practical judgment of the Americans than
in the manner in which they elude the
numberless difficulties resulting from
their Federal Constitution. " (Democra-
cy in America. 1835)
-Alexis de Tocqueville
( ('T he Constitution of the United
I States was made not merely
for the generation that then existed, but
for posterity-unlimited, undefined, end-
less, perpetual posterity. " (A speech in
the Senate, January 29, 1850)
-Henry Clay
( ( T f by the mere force of numbers
I a majority should deprive a
minority of any clearly written constitu-
tional right, it might, in a moral point of
view, justify revolution-certainly would
if such a right were a vital one. This
country, with its institutions, belongs to
the people who inhabit it. Whenever
they shall grow weary of the existing
government, they can exercise their
constitutional right of amending it, or
their revolutionary right to dismember
or overthrow it." (First Inaugural
Address, March 4, 1801)
-Abraham Lincoln
((T he Constitution of rhe United
I States is a law for rulers and
people, equally in war and in peace, and
covers with the shield of its protection all
classes of men, at all times, and under
all circumstances." (Er Parte Milligan,
4 Wallace 2, 1866)
-David Davis
( ( A s the British Constitution is the
.6.most subtle organism which
has proceeded from progressive history,
so the American Constitution is the most
wonderfirl work ever struck off at a given
time by the brain and purpose of man."
("Kin beyond the Sea"; fromthe North
American Reticw, September 1878)
-William Ewart Gladstone
( ( f n view of the Constitution, in|. the eve of the law. there is in
this country no superior, dominant, nrl-
ing class of citizens. There is no caste
here. Our Constitution is color-blind, and
neither knows nor tolerates classes among
citizens. In respect of civil laws, all citizens
are equal before the law. The humblest
is the peer of the most powerfr{. "
Oissenting opinion, Plessy a. Ferguson
163 U.S. 537, 559 t18961)
-John Marshall Harlan
( ( II /e hold that the Constitution
V V follows the flag, and de-
nounce the doctrine that an Executive or
Congress deriving their existence and
their powers from the Constitution can ex-
ercise lawful authority beyond it, or in vio-
lation of it. We assert that no nation can
long endure half republic and half empire,
and we warn the American people that im-
perialism abroad will lead quickly and
inevitably to despotism at home."
(Democratic National Convention, 1900)
-Pladorm of the Democratic Party
( ( f beleve in the United States of
I. America as a Government of
the people, by the people, for the peo-
ple; whose just powers are derived from
the consent ofthe governed; a democracy
in a republic, a sovereign Nation of many
sovereign States; a perfect Union one and
inseparable; established upon those prin-
ciples of freedom, equality, justice and
nntinucd on page 34
July/August 1987 27
--:JJJJ!!IJZ
IRighteousness
by Richard C. Haluerson
ighteousness exalt-
eth a nation: but sin
is a reproach to
any people." The
timeless truth of that proverb
(14:34) is the verdict of the record of
every civilization, empire, and nation in
history. Its relevance for our times is in-
disputable. In a day when spiritual and
moral structures are disintegrating,
when the social order is threatened by
a narcissism bordering on anarchy, when
pervasive skepticism and mistrust are
eroding human relationships, no word
of truth deserves our attention more
than this.
This text is not a tlreat; it is not even
a warning. It is simply a statement of
fact. It is like saying, "The shortest dis-
tance between two points is a straight
line." It is like saying, "Water equals
two parts hydrogen, one part oxygen. "
It is like saying, "Fire burns; cold
freezes." This test is a simple statement
of principle, a law of life inherent in the
universe, in the world, in human nature,
in history.
"Righteousness exalteth a nation:
but sin is a reproach to any people.
These remarkable words assert the sim-
ple fact that spiritual and moral health is
constructive and beneficial, that spiritual
and moral sickness is destructive. This
is without controversy. The decline and
fall of every great social, political,
economic order and/or system in history
is profound confumation of the truth of
this text. This basic principle is work-
ing every day in the life of every person
in the world. It is operative every day
in home and family life, in all the struc-
tures of our nation, in all of the depart-
ments of life. Its process is inexorable
despite every effort of sophisticated man
to rationalize and disregard it. The fruit
of righteous living blesses any nation.
Exalts a Nation
The degeneration, disintegration, and
demise of any and all people are in-
evitable if righteousness is abandoned.
The inevitable destructiveness of sin
was never analyzed more accurately
than Paul's description in Romans. He
records the vicious, downward spiral,
the awful abyss into which humanity in-
escapably sinks through sin. A descrip-
tion of the descent begins in chapter 1,
verse 21: "Because that, when they
knew God, they glorified him not as
God, neither were thankful. " This is the
root of sin-failure or refusal to worship
God. This is Secularism, the spirit op-
posed to faith in God. Paul could have
written, "Godliness exalteth a nation,
Secularism is a reproach to any people."
The diagnosis continues, "When
theyknew God they did not glorify Him
as God" nor were they "thankful" to
Him as God. With what result? They "be-
came vain in their imaginations, and their
foolish heart was darkened. Professing
themselves to be wise, they became
fools. Intellectual and emotional degener-
ation are inevitable when men refuse
God, when they are thankless.
Next comes spiritual degeneration (v.
23). These wise fools whose intellect was
darkened because they would not
acknowledge God, "changed the glory
of the uncomrptible God into an image
made like to comrptible man, and to
birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creep-
ing things." At which point God lets go
and social degeneration follows (v. 24):
"Wherefore God also gave them up." A
whole humanity God gave up "to un-
cleanness through the lusts of their own
hearts, to dishonour their own bodies
between themselves."
The ineluctable process continues
(v 
. 25): They ''changed the truth of God
into a lie." (Here is a l8O-degree spiritu-
al and moral inversion: black is white, er-
ror is truth, chaos is order.) They
"changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature
more than the Creator. "
Now comes the terrible conse-
quences, the perversion of personality
(w. 26-27): "For this cause God gave
them up unto vile affections: for even
their women did change the natural use
into that which is against nature: And
likewise also the men, leaving the natural
use of the woman, burned in their lust
one toward another; men with men
working that which is unseemly, and
receiving in themselves that recompence
of their error which was meet."
Finally, beginning at verse 28, com-
plete degeneration (note the recurring
cause is intellectual abandonment of
God): "And even as they did not like to
retain God in their knowledge, God gave
them over to a reprobate mind. " There
is no power on earth to stop the human
mind from becoming reprobate if we re-
ject God. The mind that will not worship
God becomes corrupted. This is as
( (
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inescapable as fire's burning. "God gave
them over to a reprobate mind, to do
those things which are not convenient. "
Now you see total breakdown
"Being filled with all unrighteousness
fornication, wickedness, covetousness
maliciousness; full of envy, murder
debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers
backbiters, haters of God, despiteful
proud, boasters, inventors ofevil things
disobedient o parents, without under
standing, covenant-breakers, without
natural affection, implacable, un-
merciful" (vv. 29-31).
Then in verse 32, the very ultimate
in human degradation: "Who knowing
the judgment of God, that they which
commit such things are worthy of death,
not only do the same, but have pleasure
in them that do them." They want to
see it on the screen, on the stage; they
want to read it in books; they want it in
advertising. It is not enough to do it;
they want to see it done; they take
pleasure in it; they are entertained by
it. There is nowhere else to go! This is
the dead end. This buildup ofdegenera-
tion in human personality, collectively
and individually, winds up (or down) to
the ultimate in depravity-vicarious
enjoyment of lust, depravity, sin. Sin is
entertainment!
An autobiography written some
years ago, My Life and Loues by Frank
Harris, contains the author's account of
the 400 times he seduced women, giv-
ing in clear, candid, careful detail his
technique from the beginning of the
seduction to its consummation. That
book and many more like it written by
former wives and lovers are available on
book stands competing with popular
magazines and movies explicit in their
portrayal of the intimacies of sex. This
is the ultimate in depravity-pandering
pornography to a culture that eats it up.
The point Paul makes in Romans 1
is plain and indisputable: sin leads to
individual and collective ruin. Sin
guarantees the breakdown of all human
social systems; and there is only one
solution to this breakdown, "Righteous-
ness exalteth a nation."
The word righteousness in both
Hebrew and Greek is a simple word. In
this day when much dialogue is nothing
more than semantic duel, people are
rationalizing the meaning of words. This
is part of the perversion that is inherent
in a Godless culture. But the word is
clear in Hebrew and in Greek. It means
rightness, justice, virtue. It means to be
chaste. It is implied in some of these
good old-fashioned words that even
Madison Avenue must use today when
it wants to appeal to something more
than emotion-words like quality,
integrity, honesty, responsibility. lt
means to be right with God and right
with your neighbor. It means purity in
motive as well as propriety in method. It
means reverence for God and concern
for others. It means square play, truth-
fulness, unselfishness, humility, kind-
ness, charity. It means Christlikeness.
Unquestionably, we have been look-
ing at a rather dismal scene, but, thank
God, there can be another chapter. And
that chapter can be written by you and
me-that is, if we are willing to pay the
price for authentic relevance. But if we
go about our daily affairs absolving our-
selves of responsibility, we actually
become a part of the problem that is
ravaging our nation and our world. The
solution begins with us as persons. Each
of us in his own way can become an
instrument in the hands of God for
reconciliation. If we have the determi-
nation to be Christ-managed, we will
become an influence for righteousness
right where we are. If we have the
courage to speak when we are intimi-
dated to silence, and if we are willing
to be silent when we ought not to speak,
God will lead us, by His grace, through
His Spirit.
I Richard C. Halverson is chaplain
of the United States Senate. Adapted
from The Timelessness of Jesus,
copyright 1982 by Regal Books. Used by
oermission.
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by Mike Fluent
A man's death reveals much about his
life. When Irish archbishopJames U sher
died in England in 1656, Anglican bishops
mourned his passing (even though Ussher
sympathized with the Puritans) and hrlia-
ment leader Oliver Cromwell gave him a
lavish funeral in Westminster Abbey
(although Ussher espoused the divine
right of kings).
Ussher's "opponents" esteem him
for his reverence for the Scriptures and
his piety of life. And throughout a lifetime
of scholarship, politics, writing, and
preaching, James Ussher never swayed
from those two passions.
Church historians credit two blind aunts
with molding the spiritual fiber of the
James Ussher
young Ussher. The women memorized
vast portions of Scripture and spurred
Ussher's early commitment to the Bible.
Born in Dublin in 1581, Ussher en-
tered a family steeped in church and civil
duties. His father was a clerk of the Irish
court of chancery; Henry Ussher, his
but by patience
and obedience,"
ttTn, Gospet is not
uncle, was archbishop of Armagh through
1613; and his maternal grandfather, James
Stanyhurst, cofounded Dublin's Tiinity
College.
In fact, Trinity College was only in its
third year when James Ussher enrolled
there in 1594. He graduated with a B.A.
in 1597, became a fellow in 1599, and
received an M.A. in 1601. Iater that
same year he became, in order, proctor
at Tiinity, preacher at Christ Church, and
deacon and priest. Four years later he
became chancellor of Saint Patrick's
Cathedral, and for the next decade and
a half he taught at Tiinity, earned his doc-
torate, and held several religious and ad-
ministrative positions. In 1621 he left
teaching to become bishop of Meath. By
1625 he was archbishop of fumagh and
July/August 1987 31
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Champion of Piety and Scholarship
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primate of Ireland.
With the successive promotions and
responsibilities of those years, James
Ussher developed into a foremost and
sensitive scholar.
"Ussher had a high view of Scrip-
ture," says John Woodbridge, department
chairman and professor of church history
at Tiinity Evangelical Divinity School.
"The Old Testament was his 'Hebrew
verity.' He was at the forefront of the
scholarship of his day. His research was
reflective of his knowledge of new
manuscripts, and he was precocious in
terms of his ability to amass huge
amounts of information."
Ussher appreciated the importance of
minutia. His reasoning was close and in-
tense, and he had a passion for definite
and exact knowledge. Although he ar-
gued, he never was turbulent. Conse-
quently, he avoided the rancorous enmity
that hounded contemporaries like William
Ames.
Although some label Ussher as quick
to conciliate, the archbishop strove for
amity. "The Gospel is not supported
with wffilness but by patience and obe-
dience," he once wrote to a friend.
His amicable nature allowed him to
become intimate with contemporary
English writers and scholars like Thomas
Badley, Robert Colton, and William Cam-
den. And even when Ussher disagreed,
he seemed capable of divorcing the is-
sue from the man, as in the dispute with
Laud and Wentworth.
Under Charles I, William laud be-
came the dominating force of the Church
of England, and he eventually secured
the position of Archbishop of Canterbury.
I-aud reasoned that all Englishmen must
belong to the Church of England because
it was the national church. By enforcing
that belief, Laud antagonized the
Puritans-and Ussher. Thomas Went-
worth was a pivotal eader of Parliament
who endorsed Laud's programs. Ussher,
too, wanted conformity to the church,
but he shuddered at the idea of legally
enforcing that policy. Consequently, his
authority as archbishop declined when
Wentworth supported Laud. But Ussher
never grew bitter. In fact, al2-year cor-
respondence developed between hud
and Ussher, and although they never firlly
agreed on fundamental issues, they ad-
mired and respected each other.
Occasional ly,  Ussher 's broad-
mindedness led to misunderstanding.
When he debated seventeenth-century
proponents of Catholicism, "his method
of marshalling and assessing the evidence
Scripturcs and his piety
scholarchip, olitics,
writing, and prcaching,
James Ussher never
swayed fron his
rcvercnce for the
was usually so judicial that he was some-
times accused of ftvoring the Roman side
and of providing a distinguished name and
argument for Roman protagonists to use
against he Reformed churches."
But Ussher was more than just an ad-
vocate. His first-rate scholarship of Saint
Ignatius in 1644 drew widespread praise.
Ignatius was the first-century bishop of
Antioch, and trzdition says he was the in-
fant in Christ's arms in Mark 9. Emperor
Tiajan sentenced Ignatius to death around
A.D. 107. But before his death, Ignatius
wrote seven letters to the early church.
Ussher's scholarship isolated the seven
genuine letters from the many forgeries
and interpolations that arose through the
centuries. Those seven letters remain
some of the most important documents
of the early church.
The years that produced the Ignatian
scholarship also witnessed tmgic develop-
ments for both England and Ireland. The
Irish Rebellion of 1641 began when
Ussher was on one of his many trips to
England. During Ussher's absence, the
insurrection destroyed most of his per-
sonal belongings. He never returned
home. He declined both participation in
the Westminster Assembly and a faculty
position at the University of Leiden in
Holland. Instead, James Ussher was
drawn into the English crisis of king ver-
sus hrliament.
The House of Stuart and Charles I ad-
vocated the divine right of kings to rule
over the people. But Charles I was far
from divine. During his first 4 years he
had three Parliaments and for the next 12
years he had none. When at last Parlia-
ment convened in 1640, it was more a
seething caldron than a ruling body. King
and crown were clearly on the defensive.
Ussher the scholar wanted none of
the controversy. And although Ussher the
royzlist sided with Charles I, Ussher
remained on good terms with all parties.
Others fared less well. Parliament ar-
rested fuchbishop Laud for treason and
beheaded him. The same Parliament im-
peached Thomas Wentwortl. Despite an
appeal by Ussher to Charles I, the latter
yielded to Parliament which beheaded
Wentworth. later, Charles I met the
same fate when he lost power to Oliver
Cromwell and Parliament.
In the early 1650s, Ussher once again
gained notoriety when he introduced his
now famous chronology of the Bible. Into
the eighteenth century the timetable was
considered gospel, and it became part of
the marginal notes of the Authorized Ver-
sion of the Bible and even found its way
into some editions of the Catholic Douay
Bible.
The chronology assumes the Bible is
accurate in its most literal sense. There-
fore, a day is a day and a year holds 365
days. Also, biblical genealogy is continu-
ous. By meticulous study, Ussher in-
troduced the 40M sc. date for Creation.
The Flood occurred 1,656 yean later. Je-
sus was born in 4 s.c.
Perhaps Ussher's chronology best in-
terprets his character. The work proved
painstaking, but he never lost sight of his
purpose. He saw the panorama of bibli-
cal history while he noticed the intercon-
nection of separate events. To him, the
general and the particular were equally
important to the Christian faith.
Moreove! his laboring with numbers was
not just an academic pursuit. He believed
a tight chronology would augment the
Protestant faith in a manner similar to the
Catholic tenet of unbroken succession
from the Apostolic Age.
Although many would challenge the
exact dates of the chronology, it still tes-
tifies of a thorough, exacting, first-rate
scholar who championed piety as well as
erudition. His death later that decade sad-
dened all of England's warring factions.
In addition to a state funeral, Oliver
Cromwell ordered all of Ussher's works
collected and preserved. On learning of
Ussher's death, one colleague wrote, "I
pray God the loss of him is not ominous
to us."
I Mike Fluent is a free-lance writer in
Dallas, Texas. Some quotes taken from
lames Ussher, Archbishop of Artnagh, by
R. Buick Knox (Cardiff: University of
Wales Press. 196D.
Tnrougnout a tifetime of
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Advice to Preachers
by James Ussher
ead and study the Scriptures
carefully; wherein is the best
learning and only infallible truth;
they can furnish you with the best
materials for your sermons, the only
rules of faith and practice, the most
powerful motives to persuade and con-
vince the conscience, and the strongest
arguments to confute all errors, heresies,
and schisms. Therefore, be sure let all
your sennons be congruous to them; and
to this end it is expedient that you
understand them, as well in the originals
as in the translations.
Thke not hastily up other men's opin-
ions without due trial, nor vent your
own conceits, but compare them first
with the analogy of faith and rules of
holiness recorded in the Scriptures,
which are the proper tests of all opinions
and doctrines.
Meddle with controversies and
doubtful points as little as may be in your
popular preaching, lest you puzzle your
hearers, or engage them in wrangling
disputations, and so hinder their conver-
sion, which is the main design of
preaching.
Insist most on those points that tend
to affect sound belief, sincere love to
God, repentance for sin, and that may
persuade to holiness of life; press these
things home to the conscience of your
hearers, as of absolute necessity, leav-
ing no gap for evasion, but bind them as
close as may be to their duty; and as you
ought to preach sound and orthodox doc-
trine, so ought you to deliver God's mes-
sage as near as may be in God's words;
that is, in such as are plain and intel-
ligible, that the meanest of your auditors
may understand; to which end it is neces-
sary to back all practical precepts and
doctrines with apt proofs from the Holy
Scriptures; avoiding all exotic phrases,
scholastic terms, unnecessary quotations
of authors, and forced rhetorical figures,
since it is not fficult to make easy things
appear hard, but to render hard things
easy is the hardest part of a good orator
as well as preachers.
Get your hearts sincerely affected
with the things you persuade others to
embrace, that so you may preach ex-
perimentally, and your hearers perceive
that you are in good earnest, and
press nothing upon them but what may
tend to their advantage, and which
yourself would venture your own sal-
vation on.
Study and consider well the subjects
you intend to preach on, before you come
into the pulpit, and then words will
readily appear themselves; yet think
what you are about to say before you
speak, avoiding all uncouth phantas-
tical words or phrases; or nauseous,
indecent, or ridiculous expressions,
which will quickly bring preaching
into contempt and make your sermons
and persons the subject of sport and
merriment.
Dissemble not the truth of God in any
case, nor comply with the lusts of men,
or give any countenance to sin by word
or deed.
But above all you must never forget
to order your own conversation as be-
cometh the gospel, that so you may
teach by example as well as precept, and
that you may appear a good divine every-
where as well as in the pulpit; for a
minister's life and conversation is more
heeded than his doctrine.
Yet after all this, take heed you be
not puffed up with spiritual pride of
your own virtues, nor with a vain con-
ceit of your parts or abilities, nor
yet be transported with the applause of
men, nor dejected or discouraged with
the scoffs or frowns of the wicked and
T
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Legacy continued from fage 27
humanity for which American patriots
sacrificed their lives and fortunes. I
therefore believe it is my duty to my
country to love it, to support its Consti-
tution, to obey its laws, to respect its
flag, and to defend it against all ene-
mies." (The American's Creed, adopt-
ed by the House of Representatives,
April 3, 1918)
-William Tyler Page
( ('T he Bill of Rights, contained in
I the first ten amendments to
the Constitution, is every American's
guarantee of freedom. " (Memoirs, 1955)
-Harry S. Truman
( ( f t is the genius of our Constitu-|- tion that under its shelter of
enduring institutions and rooted princi-
ples there is ample room for the rich fer-
tility of American political invention."
(State of the Union Message, January
12, 1966)
-Lyndon B. Johnson
( (n ue to the rapidity of change in
LJ modern society, it is very
difficult to forecast exacfly what the Con-
stitution holds for future generations.
However, it is important to note that
freedom, as we have traditionally known
it, is a shrinking island.
"America is heading toward a more
authoritarian form of government. This
may occur out of necessity. As law and
order declines, and as the rise of ram-
pant drug use and the spread of plague-
like diseases uch as AIDS continues,
the government will be forced to arm-
to-the-teeth and "test the citizens (for
drugs and diseases). This, if it comes
about, will be done in the name of the
general welfare of society.
"Authoritarianism, and the resultant
erosion of the Constitution, is also in-
evitable if the moral decline of the
country continues. Freedom under the
Constitution rests upon a republic of
virtues and morality. Freedom and re-
sponsibility go hand in hand.Immorality
breeds irresponsibility, and irresponsi-
bility will lead to a loss of freedom and
the rise of Big Brother or, if you like,
Big Sister.
"If present-day Americans really
desire freedom to flourish for their
posterity, then it is incumbent upon
them to strike at the disease which, as
I said, is, at heart, a moral problem. If
not, we can only expect that the stamp-
ing boot of totalitarianism will emerge on
American shores." (1987)
-John W. Whitehead
society that would make
either slavery or abortion
legal is not a free society. As we come
to the 200th anniversary of our Consti-
tution, we ought not pride ourselves that
we have gotten rid of laws permitting
racial discrimination. We have embraced
a far worse discrimination: a legal prin-
ciple that permits individuals to select,
among unborn human beings, whomever
they desire to kill. Worse still, is the in-
credible fact that this freedom to kill has
been elevated to a constitutional right.
"So we enter the third century of
our national life with a Constitution
darkly stained by those entrusted with
its protection. It is impossible now to be
optimistic about liberty in our future.
Lavish celebrations of the constitutional
birthday proceed at this hour at Philadel-
phia and elsewhere. Would extravagan-
zas such as these be held had our
Supreme Court recently declared a
'freedom of choice to own slaves and
thus make legal the complete surrender
of one person's life to the control of
another person'?
"I cannot find voice to join in the
chorus of those who see such glory in
the Constitution's capacity to protect or
protract federalism, to preserve or
ignore the separation of powers, to limit
or expand the role of the judiciary, to aid
or restrict activities of business,
labor, criminals, or policemen. These
are but minor quibbles when viewed
against the constitutional monstrosity
responsible for the extermination of
15 million human lives these past 14
years. As long as this most extreme con-
tradiction of human liberty is in place in
our Constitution, other contradictions-
stemming from the same godless
pragmatism-are altogether likely."
(1987)
-William Bentley Ball
( ( A s we commemorate the 200th
./4. anniversarv of the Constitu-
tion, I have often thought of how faith
shaped the views of the framers of this
magnificent document.
"Although theologian and scholar
John Witherspoon was not directly in-
volved with the document's creation, his
student James Madison doubtlessly
reflected his view of life, of the universe,
and of an omnipotent, omniscient God.
As Madison drafted the governing
document of the land, he had to debate
and challenge the input of the Deist of
his day. His faith was not a closet
faith but an active belief in the power of
God.
"Today our public officers pledge to
be faithful to the Constitution. I pray that
God will send us leaders like Madison
who understand what faithfulness truly
means and who have a commitment to
be so in both their public and private
lives.
"This Constitution is not yet what it
can be as each amendment perfects the
process of forming a more perfect
Union. This process is the Constitution's
most valuable asset. To me, the First
Amendment is the document's most
important treasure for each generation.
'Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof: or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press, or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of
grievances.'
"The document itself cannot guaran-
tee any of our sacred freedoms. The
privilege of realizing those freedoms
rests with the ability of leaders in each
generation to adhere to the tenets ofthe
document as they seek to 'secure the
blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our
Posterity'." (1987)
-Jerry Falwell
"In view
of the Constitution,
in the eye
of the low,
there is in this countr^t
no superior,
dominant, ruling closs
of citizens."
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Curriculum Guide Please refer to order blank for current courses.
btrth to 2 yearc
Bible Beginnings
This quartedy, two-year program is designed to teach babies and
toddlers from their earliest learning moment. They will leam about
God, His love, His Son, their wodd, their church and more.
ages2b5
Basic Bible Concepts
These courses begin with what the child understands best - family,
church, and friends - and then enlarges to include God,Jesus, and
Bible friends. This Scriptural guidance is important now, when the
child's life attitudes and values are forming.
grades 11 2, and J
Btble Doctrines
Equip children with a solid foundation for all of their later learning
by teaching the essentials of Bible doctrine. Irssons are desigrred
just for primaries and are presented in ways that this age group
learns best.
grades l, J, and 6
Bible Sunrey
Juniors spend three exciting years traveling through the events and
time periods of the Bible. In the sequence of events from Genesis
through Revelation, juniors see how God uses individuals, nations,
and periods of history to carry out His program.
Summer lessons offer Christian living topics geared to junior
children.
grades 7,8, and 9
Bible Establishing
The junior high years are ransitional ones - young teens
experience doubts, peer pressure, and the need for acceptance.
Teachers can m€et the needs of this age group with lessons that
establish teens in the Word through youth-oriented, life-related
teaching.
gtades 10, 11, and L2
Bible Equipping
Exciting, relevant courses equip high schoolers with the Biblical
principles for con-fronting personal i55g6s - i.e. choosing a life
philosophy, a life partner, and a life purpose. lrssons give teens the
perspective they need to make these major decisions.
adult
Bible Exlrosition and Topical Studies
Offering in-depth Bible study, these courses will appeal to all the
adults in your church. Key themes and a thorough examination of
many books in the Bible make each quarter a storehouse of useful
Bible knowledge.
(SEPT. OCr. NOv.)
FAtt
God's Word and Me
God fs Good to Me
Little Children Praise God
God Made Me
God Made Families
God Helps Me to karn
God Cares for Me
God Wants Me to Obey
God Is OverAll Thingp
God Malces aVodd
-Creation through Babel 
,r^
The Times ofJoshua and
the Judges JrB
The Early Life ofJesus
Dare to Be a Disciple
KnowYour Bible Better
Satan vs. God and Youth
God's Vord for a Changing
Wodd Hsl
Romans * Epistle of Discovery
Genesis in the Science lab
. Gakd.o$- Ift MyPeople Go
r 8r,ra, Netemkh, Bstlet * Senice
Thu $ucceeds
r Romrnr * Ilfe of theJustifted
o llfe of Chrls - In the Company
ofChrist
. nevddm - The Grand Finrle of
History
. Judg6 and Ruth - Vhen l,aw and
Order Fail
. nebrevs - Tte Vay into fie Holiest
o Unforlettable Charactcts -
Bible Characters
I --:++!rllJl,
(DEC.JAN. rDB.)
WINITR
(MAR APR. MAY)
SPRING
OII'JNEJUTYAUG.)
SUMMER KNOWTEDGE
God's Plan for Me God's Care for Me God Provides for Me By using this qntematic program, littleones will acouire foundational nitudes
about:
. God . Jesus
I TheBible r TheirChurchGod's Son and Me God's World and Me God's Love and Me
Little Children Love Jesus Jesus Is Living Chfldren of the Bible
N2A
Jesus Takes Care of Children
N2B
Jesus Uves Bible Boys and Gids
Upon completion of Bastc Blble Concepb the
young child will:
. Xnow God is Creuor of all things.
r (now that God gave His only Son.
. Love and obey God's Vord.
Jesus Came into the World We Listen to God's Word God Made Heaven ard Earth
K4A
God Gave His Only Son We Worship One Crod All Things Belong to God
Jesus Is the Son of C'od We Worship God Atrraham and His Fariily
Jesus Is My Friend God Gives Me Salvation Stories of Samuel, David,
and Solomon
Upon completion ofBlble Docstnes the
Primary child will:
. Know foundational doctrine.
r Know the doctrine of salvation.
. l(now how to worship and obey God.
Stories from God's Son God Gave the Bible Stories of Elijah, Elisha,
and DanielP2C
God Chooses a People
-Abraham through Joseph,r^
God Leads His People
- Moses to Joshua
God Uses His Church
- Church life forJuniors,o^
The Timcs of the King; The Times of Captivity
and Return CMstian Progress
Upon completion ofBlble Survey theJunior
child will:
. Have an overview of the whole Scripture.
r Recognize Ood's program for man.
o Know essentials for Christian life and
crowth.
The Later Ufe ofJesus The Early Church Living in God's Family
J lc
The Ten Commandments
and You Miracles Science Can't ExplainJ H l l
Great lVords You
Can UnderstandJ H  l 2 J H r 4
A r$(/alk wirh Christ
through the Gospels
Scanning the Summits
of Scripture I{ere's How to Really Live
Upon completion ofBtble Establishtng dre
Junior High youth will:
. Resolve what he believes and why.
. Apply Biblicd truth in daily living.
o Take a personal stand for Clnist.JH22 JH24
Behold Your God - Gospel
ofJohn JHrz
The Church Marches On
* Book ofActs
Your letters from Paul
JH}4J H l l
Belieft for Dynamic Uving How to Tell the Truth Looking at tife's Relationnhips 
nH S T  2 I T S I 3
Meet Yourself in the Bible Issues and Answers
I Corinthians
Daniel Speaks to Teeru
Upon completion of Etble Bqulpplng the High
School vouth will:
. Identiry ^ nd apply principles for Christian
living.
. Face moral issues with spiritual aj$wers.
r (now how to distinguish God's truth from
the culs and hlse philosophies.
HS22
Simon Says - A Study in
I & II Peter Hs32
Great Days Ahead
*Revelation HS]]
Faith for the Fight
I & II Timothy HS34
o Genesis- The Book of Beginnings
r f,xodus - The Drama of Redemption
r I Corlnthialu - Blueprint for Church
Order
I Il Corinthiam - Treasurers in
Earthen Vessels
. Gosp€l ofJohn - Donn from His
Glory
. Colosslans - The Hope of Glory
. I & II Sanuel - Cod Tests a Nation
and Its kaders
r Gospel ofMark- God's Son in
Action
r Acts-TheChurch atWork
o Ezeklel - Glimpses of Glory
. Jarnes - faith Must Vork
o Deadllne for National Revtval -
lrom Solomon to New Testament Times
. I, II Pet€r, Jud€ - Real laith
for Rough Times
o llaniel - Dreams and Destiny
o Psalms - Psalms for Living
o ToxlnsThat Poison the Believer
o I, Il, IlIJohn - family Talk
. I & n Thesaloniaru - Prospecr of
GIory
r Numbers &Joshua - Crisis and
Conquest
. Bphesiaru - All This and fleaven Too
. Philtpplilrs - Uving Above the
Circumstances
r l, It Timothy, Tltus - Keeping rhe
Fairh
. Minor Prophers - codSpeak m
Nations
. Jercmia[ - ln the Pourr's Hands
Btble f,xposition and Toptcal Studles will
enable the adult to:
. Be confdent that his faith is built on solid
ground.
. Develop a greater love for the Word of God.
. Crow in his personal relationship with tlte
Lord Jesus Christ.
-.
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Three Programs Available
ag,es 3-5
Tot-Time
Dcsigncd to enharce a young childls
ncwlv fbmed knowledfle of Bible
conccpls icmcd in Sunday x-h<rcI.
thesc couffs firllow a tw<ryeu qcle .
Prcsch<xrlers rc encouragcd and
taught through llible less()ns md
activit ies centered on tircmcs thcy cm
undcrstmd.
Angels in Heaven
@
Bible Children Bible Shepherds Nature Talks About God
TTI4T-r1 3
@ u,0 , .  r ,2 ,J 's Bible Workers Missionaries Tell About Bible Animals
Jesus ..1z3
@
Jesus the Mighty worker
EBI I
People Who Helped God
EBI 2
God Uses Our Lips, Eyes
and Feet EBl3
God Uses Our Hands
ED I4
grades 7, 2, and 3
Eager Beaver Tirne
Just li)r primtrics. Accent offem m
cntire three-yer club progrm which
teachcs Bitrle'(c(rtcrcd Icsyrns. The
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IThe Capacity
to Trust
by Joseph Tson
One of the most horrible
products of the Communist
system is the informer of
the secret police. In a
Communist country iike
Romania, an estinated one
in three people works for
the secret police, either as
a direct employee or as an
informer. This network of
informers infiltrates the
whole society-all ages, all
levels-the church is no
exception. The sad and
frightening fact is that the
secret police have been abie
to blackmail people into
becoming, in most cases, un-
willing slaves who will inform
on their own brothers and
sisters. Yes, there are deacons
and even pastors and priests
who are broken into submit-
ting to this slavery. In fact, one
in four or five church members
is an informer.
The tragedy is that they
are unwilling informers: they
are frightened and broken into
accepting this job. But they
are stiil believers in Jesus
Christ, people who fear God.
Who can describe the perma-
nent torment of the mind and
soul of people who go to
church on Sunday out of their
own need and belief, and then
on Monday morning, out of
fear, go to see their secret
police officer in an incon-
spicuous place and report
all that happened in the
church on Sunday?
The free world cannot
comprehend the horror of
living in such a society. Can
we understand the frustra-
tion of a pastor who knows
that one of his deacons is
an informer? And the pastor
knows for sure, because the
day after the meeting of the
diaconate, he is always sum-
moned to the police or to
the local inspector of
religious affairs, where he is
told absolutely everything
that was discussed the
previous night in the dea-
cons' meeting! But, more
than this, can we under-
stand how being aware of
the inlormers develops in
everybody an attitude of
suspicion and lack of trust
of everybody else?
The capacity to trust other
people is one of the most
important ingredients in a
healthy society and also one of
the most important traits in
the makeup of a healthy per-
son. A society where sus-
picion, fear, and mistrust is
prevalent is a sick society.
What does the gospel
say to such a society about
trusting people? As pastor
of a church in Romania with
nearly 2,000 members, I
had to face this issue. I had
to find answers in the Word
of God. To address the
problem, I started with my
basic desire to be like Jesus,
to see His mind in that parti-
cular issue, and to follow His
example in the way He tackled
it. I soon realized that
Jesus had a similar problem
in Judas, one of His 12 chosen
disciples. Jesus was aware
that Judas had the makeup of
a traitor. In John 6:70 He
discloses this knowledge to
His disciples: "Have not I
chosen you twelve, and one of
you is a devil?"
So how did Jesus approach
this problem? How did He
treat Judas? First of all, he
never unmasked or exposed
him to the other disciples.
Second, Jesus gave Judas hints
that He knew what was going
on in his mind. He was in
fact telling Judas that he had
a problem and should solve it.
Third, Jesus loved Judas to the
end. He washed his feet in
the Upper Room and treated
him as a guest of honor by
giving him the special morsel.
Even when Judas came to
betray Him in the Garden of
Gethsemane, Jesus called
him "friend." The divine love
was there to the end, open
toward him, inviting him,
offering to rescue him from
the bondage of the Enemy.
So, if I want to be like
Jesus, how should I treat
these informers? First, I
have to see them as vic-
tims of a vicious system
that has become expert in
corrupting people, and I
have to pity them and have
mercy on them. Then, I
have to love them and show
them my love. Instead of
unmasking them as traitors,
I have to show them that
they have value in my eyes
as redeemable people. I
have to do all I can to break
through to them with my
love and appreciation,
with the hope that I might
rescue them from the
bondage.
But most of all, I have
to refuse to mistrust peo-
ple. The Enemy wants to
destroy my capacity to
trust. And I have to refuse
him a victory in me. I have
to give my trust to every
member of the body of
Christ, with the risk of
being sold for 30 pieces
of silver, to be crucified.
My trust will actually
conquer in the Cross.
I Joseph Tson taught and
pastored in Romania for
many years before being
exiled to the West in 1981.
He is now president of the
Romanian Missionary Society
in Wheaton, Illinois.
Sermon
Outline
Godliness with Content-
ment I Tim. 6:1-10
The Frustration of
Servitude (v. 1-2)
The Seduction of Success
(vv. 3-5)
The Satisfaction of Christ
(vv. 6-8)
The Perils of Wealth
(vv. 9-10)
Word Study
Eusebes. In contrast to
Theosebes, which is a general
term for "worship" or
"devotion to God" (in the
LXX, see Ex. 18:21; cf also
John 9:31), Eusebes
emphasizes the idea of
worshipping God aright. The
term is used in cognate litera-
ture of "devotion" to one's
parents or others. In the
New Testament it is especially
used of devotion to God (Acts
3:12; 2 Peter 1:3,6,7). It is
singled out for special em-
phasis in 1 Timothy (cf 2:2;
'3$
4:7,8; 6:5,6,11) where Paul
embraces the two principles of
doctrine and duty. Eusebes is
seen as "keeping the faith"
and "laying hold onto eternal
life." In the selection of
church leaders the former is
the evidence of the latter.
Tn contrast to wealth or suc-
cess, the real evidence of
Eusebes is that the man
(1 Tim. 3:1-16) or woman
(1 Tim. 2:I2-I5:5:1-16) of God
is rich in good works (1 Tim.
6:11-12.18).
There were many who said,
Although he is young, and
although he lacks certain
maturities, we can see
potential in his ministry.' "
Since those early days, his
ministry has taken him to
countless places and diverse
opportunities. Serving for
many years as an evangelist,
Lee touched thousands of
lives.
In 1982 Richard I-ee
accepted the call of the
2000-member Rehoboth
Baptist Church in Atlanta,
where he is senior pastor.
Known for his vibrance in
the pulpit and in person,
I-ee has led his congrega-
tion to new dimensions of
growth and ministry. Adding
around 1,000 new members
every year, Rehoboth is now
the second-largest Baptist
Church in Georgia.
Three years ago the
church launched an innovative
television rninistry deter-
mined to be more than "just
another church television
program." Lee states em-
phatically, "The message of
hope through Christ is the
essence of our ministry.
Now that's not a vague gen-
erality; my message is a
message of hope. That is
the reason we named our
program'There's Hope!'
We are telling the world-
hurting people in all walks
of life-that in Jesus there
is true hope and meaning."
He adds, "The message is
making an impact. We are
receiving letters from
hundreds who are trusting
Christ. Divorces are being
averted, problems of
depression defeated, and
even prisoners are being
set free spiritually."
Having filled the roles of
evangelist and pastor,
Richard l,ee has a balanced
perspective on the place of
television ministry. "We
need to define the differ-
ence between television
evangelists and television
pastors," he says. "I be-
lieve television pastors
(local church pastors who
preach on television) can
perhaps communicate more
integrity than television
evangelists because they are
investing their lives and
proving their credibility in
one place, not just from
town to town. I certainly do
not berate the ministry of
the evangelist. Rather, I am
accentuating the importance
of the pastor's authority."
Now 40 years old,
Richard [,ee already has 30
years of ministry ex-
perience. We will likely hear
much more about his minis-
try as he continues to lead
his church and tell the
world, "There's Hope!"
I Angela E. Hunt
series of unfinished projects
and well-intentioned but
unfulfilled ideas.
Many company owners
and presidents list persever-
ance as the most important
quality for business suc-
cess, and perseverance (or
diligence) certainly relates
to leading a productive
Christian life as well.
Paul exhorted the Gala-
tians, 'And let us not be
weary in well-doing." Then
he added the promise, "For
in due season we shall reap
if we faint not" (Gal. 6:9).
Developing diligence in
our lives may not be easy
at first. In the beginning we
must consciously work at it,
but after a while, we will
practice it without thinking.
If we believe God, we
have no choice but to be
diligent. We are responsible
to fulfill our obligations to
Him to the best of our
ability. Sometimes things
seem beyond our reach, but
whatever opportunity God
gives us, we must by faith
believe that He will enable
us to do it. We must set
ourselves to the task and
diligently move toward the
goal, patiently pursuing the
vision God has given us.
Proverbs 10:4 says, "He
becometh poor that dealeth
with a slack hand: but the
hand of the diligent maketh
rich." Proverbs \2:24
states, "The hand of the
diligent shall bear rule: but
the slothful shall be under
tribute." God is clearly
promising to bless those
who are diligent in their
responsibilities. "The
hand of the diligent shall
bear rule" suggests that
those who work hard and
are faithful in their
responsibilities will be
placed in leadership
positions.
God despises slotMul-
ness. If we use the abilities
He has given us to the
Richard Lee:
Telling the World
"There's Hope!"
At 6 years of age Richard
[,ee was saved. Soon after-
ward he sensed God's call
to preach. Before he turned
12 he was already fulfilling that
Christian Leadership
Diligence
One key to a consistent
Christian life is diligence-
constant, careful effort. We
are familiar with the tale of
the race between the tor-
toise and the hare. Thc
hare raced away from the
starting line leaving a trail
of dust. He ran for a while
and quit. He ran some
more and quit again. The
tortoise trudged along
relentlessly, never looking
back. He wasn't fast, but
he was diligent and he won
the race.
Christians are often like
the hare. We become excited
about a project and quickly
begin working on it. The
project may be related to
the job, the church, the
home, or family. Soon we
lose interest or become dis-
tracted, and we drop a ven-
ture that may have altered
our entire future. Some
peoples' l ives are but a
call. "Most of my life as a
child was spent around pastors
and evangelists," l.ee ex-
plains. "Often we went from
one place to another, traveling
to tent meetings. preaching in
storefronts, wherever some-
one would let me preach.
It was almost as if every night
of my childhood was spent
in church. In fact, for me to
stay home and play in the yard
seemed somewhat unusual.
"The greatest opportun-
ities I had were given to me
by local church pastors
who believed in a teenage
preacheq when perhaps philo-
sophically they shouldn't have.
I :
l
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fullest, as He expects, we
can accomplish the things
God wants us to do.
I Glenn Sumrall
Light
a Candle or a
Forest Fire. . .
With a Letter to the
Editor. Our society seems
to be rivaling the ancient
Romans in degradation, yet
we have a powerful defen-
sive weapon available. The
letters to the Editor
t
f
column in your newspaper
is open to the addressing of
any problem of our society.
Readership of this column
is high, and the letters
often bring startling results,
as I have witnessed many
times in my 25 years as an
editor.
Once I noticed protests
against the X-rated Playboy
television channel in the let-
ters column of a North
Carolina newspaper. Before
long. Playboy was sent
packing in two cities.
Many Floridians first
heard about MADD, the
organization of Mothers
Against Drunk Drivers, in
letters columns. Soon after-
ward, Florida's legislature
enacted its toughest-yet laws
dealing with drunk driving.
A lot of people think
they "can't write" an effec-
tive letter, or give up when
their first try is not printed.
The best way to get your
letters published is to write
the kind of letter editors
like to get and readers like
to read. Here are a dozen
hints to help you:
Flollow the rules.
Most papers give guidelines
such as "l,etters must be
under 300 words and
signed. Writers must give
name and address." Few
papers accept anonymous
letters; most print only
name and city (not
address).
Type your letter neatly.
If you do not own a type-
writer, borrow one. Use a
black ribbon on white
paper, double-space, use
wide margins and short
paragraphs, and be neat.
Work on your letter.
Professional writers do not
write well, they rewrite
well.
Never on Monday!
Make sure your letter does
not arcive on Monday,
because the volume that
day is usually overwhelm-
ing. l,etters arriving Tues-
day or Wednesday are
sometimes opened first!
Thrget your reader. If
your goal is to challenge
those who feel as you do to
stand and be counted, simply
speak out. But if you want
to influence the "undecided,"
try a soft-spoken approach.
Acknowledge both sides of
the issue and conclude with
the strongest logic for your
argument.
Get attention fast.
One letter writer who hadjust returned from a cross-
country auto trip began, "I
have always supported hiring
the mentally handicapped.
But why hire them to
design our interstates'
cloverleaves?"
Never stoop to name-
calling. Don't say "Mayor
Moe is a jerk'l-even if he
is. Attack ideas, not person-
alities. Convince the reader
the action you advocate
must be taken, then
deplore Moe's refusal to
act. Above all, never make
any accusation against
anybody; any hint of
possible libel will get
your letter thrown away
instantly.
Try a "reply." Most
editors lean over backwards
to publish views opposing
their own. "Blasting" an
editorial can be especially
rewarding; controversy is
the life of an editorial page
and readers like letters that
"give 'em what for!"
Be brief. The fewer
words used to make a
point, the greater the
impact. Probably the
ultimate was a letter
printed when Ted Kennedy
sought the Democratic
nomination: "Kennedy?
Chappaquiddick!"
Use humor if you have
the gift; it grabs attention.
Use your head-or
your heart. If you are
professionally qualified to
speak on a topic, say so;
add weight to your argu-
ment. But you don't have
to be an expert to
score-a letter from the
heart can be the most
moving of all.
Slug with your punch
line. Your strongest point
should be the final one
because that will linger
longest with your reader.
Such is the point of this
article. Your community
must have problems that
men and women can unite
to resolve, and surely
you care. So head for your
typewriter!
I Tled Carroll
Church News
This year's Baptist
Bible Fellowship Annual
Meeting will convene at
the First Baptist Church in
New Castle, Delaware.
Pastor Ron Adrian will host
the meeting September
21-24. Seminar topics in-
clude evangelism, finance,
music, and bus ministry.
Nearly two dozen Christian
leaders are scheduled to
soeak.
The 12th Nationwide
Bus and Children's
Church Conference
will be held July 27-30
in Lynchburg, Virginia.
Special speakers will offer
fresh insight, helpful
tips, and spiritual en-
couragement to assist in
keeping your ministry alive
and well. For details
contact Bring Them In,
P.O. Box 16678,
Memphis, Tennessee
38186-0678, (901) 346-5560.
Dr. and Mrs. Jack
Van Impe recently
received Religion in Media's
Angel Award for their
1986 prime-time special,
Iack Van Impe Presents . . .
the Occult Woild. The pro-
gram generated an over-
whelming viewer response,
proving to be the most power-
ful special ever produced by
Jack Van Impe Ministries.
Be Sllll,
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qnd Know Thot He ls God
by Walter C. Kaiser, Jr.
iblical meditation is not an
avenue of escape through which
the individual is swallowed up,
absorbed, or mingled with the
divine in some unspecified
mystical process. Meditation is presented
in Scripture as an act of worship involving
divine communion. It results in such
spiritual renewal and refreshment hat the
believer is thereby prepared to enter into
the demands of life and the world as they
are spread before all men. Scriptural
meditation, seen through careful definition
of the objects, results, and methods of
the practice, preserves the identity,
dignity, and value of the reflective worshiper.
Several consecration formulas set forth
the concept as well as any formal defini-
tion might. "Let the words of my mouth,
and the meditation of my heart, be ac-
ceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my
strength, and my redeemer" (Ps. 19:14).
"My meditation of him shall be sweet: I
will be glad in the Lord" (Ps. 104:34). "I
will meditate in thy precepts, and have
respect unto thy ways" (Ps. 119:15).
In the Hebrew words used in these
formulas the idea of conversation is closely
related with the concept of communication.
When the ideas of conversation and of
communion are linked to the consecration for-
mula observed above, it is clear that medita-
tion is at once a reflective act and conver-
sation directed to God. Such meditation
embraces not only the words of one's
mouth, but also the thoughts of one's heart.
The Scripture is explicit about the
times for meditation. David confided that
he thought of God when he went to bed
and that he meditated on the living Lord
throughout the night (Ps. 63:6). Such was
his practice when he was in the wilder-
ness of Judah fleeing from Saul, who was
driven with a half-crazy jealousy over
David's greater gifts of leadership.
Likewise, an unnamed psalmist sings for
joy and declares that his soul and tongue
will meditate on God's righteous help "all
the day long" (Ps. 7l:23,24).
Meditation is a function of the heart,
to use biblical terminology. In Scripture
the heart often stands for the whole per-
son with all its functions, especially the
mind. Such meditation of the heart is stressed
in Psalm 19:14, Psalm 49:3, Proverbs 15:28,
and Isaiah 33:18. In those passages,
thought is contrasted with spoken speech.
In Psalm 49:3 the psalmist's "mouth shall
speak of wisdom," but "understanding"
comes from "the meditation of [his] heart."
Likewise, in Psalm 19:14 the psalmist con-
trasts the "words of [his] mouth" with
the "meditation of [his] heart." In both
psalms meditation is seen as an inner
reflection of one's mind and spirit.
As such, biblical meditation is a rational
process rather than a process of self-
abnegation. The goal of meditation, ac-
cording to Psalm 49:3, is understanding.
Proverbs 15:28 asserts that "the heart of
the righteous studieth [meditates] to
answer: but the mouth of the wicked
poureth out evil things." If the art
referred to in Psalm 49 and Proverbs 15
were the emptying of oneself so that the
infinite could flow through one's being, then
all acts of forethought, consideration, and
reflection appearing in the Scriptures
are wrong. But they are not. Biblical medita-
tion is a rational, but whole-soul, experience.
It springs from the heart and mind of the
individual. It is spontaneous, yet most
deliberate. The hard, sad events of life bring
forth a spontaneous response and a
desire to be with God. Yet there are times
when the believer makes a deliberate
decision of the heart to enter into song,
prayer, or the worship of God. Psalm 77
illustrates the former, Psalm 119 the latter.
No order of priority is assigned in the
Scripture passages on meditation, but
based on the sheer number of references,
it would appear to be the clear contention
of Scripture that Christian meditation has
as its most basic object of focus the Word
of God. "This book of the law shall not
depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night" (Josh.
1:8). "Blessed is the man [whose] delight
is in the law of the Lord; and in his law
doth he meditate day and night" (Ps. 1:1,
2). "I will meditate in thy precepts, and
have respect unto thy ways" (Ps. 119:15).
Clearly, the mind of the meditator is
not to be blank. Instead, it is to be filled
with the inscriptured Word of God. The
words of God must remain constantly in
the believer's heart and be present in
every situation he finds himself: when he
sits down in his house, when he walks in
the way, when he lies down, and when he
rises in the morning (Deut. 6:6-9;
Prov. 3:22-24; 6:22).
Biblical meditation was also on the
varied works of God. As Psalm 77 made
plain, to focus one's heart and mind on
the greatest act of deliverance of all, that
is, God's deliverance of Israel out of the
land of Egypt (77:14-20), was to properly
set the stage for realizing every subse-
quent deliverance in the life of any individual
or nation. The psalmist exclaimed, "I will
meditate also of all thy work, and talk of
thy doings" (77:12).
Psalm 8 invited men to reflect on the
works of God in creation and in His con-
tinuing operation of providence. "When I
consider thy heavens, the work of thy
fingers, the moon and the stars, which
thou hast ordained . . . O Lord our [.ord,
how excellent is thy name in all the
earth!" (Ps. 8:3, 9).
Thus the works of God, or as we
would say today, His miracles, include His
miraculous work in creation and each of
His miraculous interventions in the course
of the history of salvation.
The highest object of meditation was
none less than the living Lord Himself.
The psalmist exalted, "I remember thee
upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the
night watches" (Ps. 63:6). "I will speak
of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and
of thy wondrous works" (Ps. 145:5).
In a similar vein, Paul counseled the
church to set its mind "on things above, not
on things on the earth" (Col. 3:2). The things
above, of course, are represented supremely
in Christ and in all that is associated with
the Godhead. Yet Paul did not refer to
an other-worldly attitude that ignored the
current world scene, for later he was to
direct believers to fill their minds with
those things that met the six ethical tests
of Philippians 4:8, starting with what is
true. Of course, the list in Philippians
I
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was not used as a basis for worship and
communion with God, and therein ap-
pears the difference. Nevertheless, each
of the ethical tests flowed out of a
mind-set that considered first the mind
that was in Christ (Phil. 2:5-8).
In the first recorded act of meditation
in the Bible, "Isaac went out to meditate
in the field at eventide" only to be in-
terrupted by the arrival of his bride,
Rebekah (Gen. 24:63). The content or pur-
pose of his meditation is not mentioned.
One could also point to Daniel 7:28,
for although Daniel's thoughts so
troubled him after he had received the
magnificent prophecy of the conquest of
the kingdom of God over the successive
kingdoms of men that the very color of
his skin changed, still he "kept the
matter in [his] heart." This appears to
be nothing more than a reflective type
of musing and a considerate inspection
of the known details of a matter.
Finally, one must place Mary's con-
templation in the same category. "Mary
kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart" (Luke 2:19). Later,
when the 12-year-old Jesus startled his
parents with the announcement: "Wist ye
not that I must be about my Father's
business?" Mary again "kept all these
sayings in her heart" (Luke 2:49,5I).
Thus the object of this type of medita-
tion over words is only to realize the
profound significance contained in the
words. It is understood that only subse-
quent events will reveal all the implica-
tions contained in each statement.
Jesus exhorted his followers to con-
template the events of history and the
examples it provides. In Luke 17:32,
Jesus said, "Remember Lot's wife." So in
2 Timothy 2:8 Paul advised Timothy to
"remember that Jesus Christ of the seed
of David was raised from the dead ac-
cording to my gospel." Here the medita-
tion is for the specific purpose that such
thought should result in appropriate action.
The best illustration of commemora-
tive meditation is given in 1 Corinthians
11:15. There, in connection with the cup
of the lnrd's Supper, the invitation was,
"This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in
remembrance of me." The act of
memory was not only to be reflective,
but it was to be connected with an ap-
propriate action that was embraced in
the idea of remembering.
Often the contemplation of the
works of God, the law of God, and the
Person of the Lord leads to further
knowledge. The psalmist exults: "O
how love I thy law! It is my meditation
all the day. Thou through thy command-
ments hast made me wiser than mine
enemies: for they are ever with me. I
have more understanding than all my
teachers: for thy testimonies are my
meditation. I understand more than the
ancients, because I keep thy precepts"
(Ps. 119:97-100). Such a person is
described in James 1:25 as one who
"looketh into the perfect law of
liberty." When he looks he does not
forget, but acts. James says that such a
one shall "be blessed in his deed."
Success is also promised to Joshua
for meditating on the law of the Lord
day and night: "then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous" Qosh. 1:8). Con-
sequently, the instruction is both precep-
tual and practical. In the latter case it
will prepare one for life. The man who
seriously meditates on God's law day
and night is called the "blessed man"
in Psalm 1:1, 2. Together, both theoretical
enlightenment and practical application
are legitimate goals and are the results
of one type of biblical meditation.
There is a kind of meditation in which
one lingers in the presence of God for
no other reason than to adore, praise, and
enjoy the power, presence, and Person of
the living God. Foremost among the ex-
pressions of this sentiment is Psalm
104:34: "My meditation of him shall be
sweet: I will be glad in the Lord."
Such delight comes from the steady
look at the God we love and is described
by the psalmist as enough to make one's
soul "satisfied as with marrow and fatness"
and one's "mouth to praise thee with
joyful lips" (Ps. 63:5).
Meditation is the sheer enjoyment of
the presence of the living l,ord and the
delight that comes in praising His name.
Two celebrated examples are: 'As the
hart panteth after the water brooks, so
panteth nry soul after thee, O God. My
soul thirsteth for God, for the living
God: when shall I come and appear be-
fore God?" (Ps. 42:1, 2). "I opened my
mouth, and panted: for I longed for thy
commandnents" (Ps. 119:131).
"l€t the words of my mouth and
the meditation of my heart, Be accept-
able in thy sight, O hrd."
I Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., is academic
dean and vice president of education at
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School,
Deerfield, Illinois. Adapted from Renew-
ing Your Mind in a Secular World
(Chapter 3, "What Is Biblical Medita-
tion?" by Walter C. Kaiser, Jr.) by John
C. Woodbridge, Copyright 1985. Moody
Press, Moody Bible Institute of Chicago.
Used by permission.
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Nolhlngness
on o Higher Plone
by Angela Elwell Hunt
he college student entered her
first "Humanistic Leadership"
class, a basic business course
offered by her liberal arts college.
As the professor welcomed his
students, he proceeded to lower the
shades in the classroom and instructed his
students to "relax, get grounded, and try
to reach and unlock the power of your
inner self. Feel your feet on the floor,"
his voice intoned. "Feel your back against
the chair. Tell your toes to relax. . . your
legs. . . your arms. . . your fingers. Rise
out of your body and find the power
within you." He led the class in this
meditative ritual for 20 minutes.
Exercises of this type are becoming
standard procedure in an increasing
number of public school physical education
classes, college courses, and in psychiatry
and medicine. Should Christians beware of
this practice? Is this meditative state
related in any way to Tianscendental
Meditation? Is meditation beneficial or evil?
Transcendental Meditation was frst
introduced to the United States in 1959 by
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi*the globe-trotting
Hindu monk who later tutored the Beatles.
I
"Try lo reoch
ond unlock
the power
of your
inner self.
Rise oul
of your body
qnd find
the power
wifhin youl'
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IProponents
cloim
meditolion
is effeclive
for reducing
slress,
increosing
confidence,
sleeping,
coping,
ond sticking
to o diet.
Mia Farrow, and the Beach Boys.
Maharishi taught the practice of achieving
fulfillment through contact with a
transcendental "Being," the basic reality
of life. This. he taught, is achieved by
meditation-blocking out thoughts of the
immediate reality in order to concentrate
on the transcendent power.
In 1958 Maharishi announced his plan
to spiritually regenerate the world through
TM. Knowing how Americans love some-
thing new, he wisely decided to present
his plan first in the United States. He
believed that if the Western world would
begin to meditate, the rest of the world
would soon follow. By 1961 Maharishi was
holding TM lectures on college campuses
and soon the Students International
Meditation Society was founded. In 1967
Maharishi lectured at UCLA, Harvard,
Yale, and Berkeley. SIMS grew to over
10,000 members and chapters were
formed on campuses in every state.
The religious fervor attached to TM in
the sixties eventually faded. The Beatles
and Mia Farrow lost interest. So did
thousands of American youths. Maharishi
said, "I know that I have failed. My
mission is over."
During the sixties Maharishi had been
open about the religious intent of TM. He
described his teaching as "the summation
of both the practical wisdom of integrated
life advanced by the Vedic Rishis of an-
cient India and the growth of scientific
thinking in the present-day Western
world." His movement was founded "with
the sole purpose of spiritually regenerat-
ing the lives of all men in every part of
the world."
But the Maharishi began to wise up.
Knowing that TM could not constitu-
tionally be taught through government
agencies in the United States, he stopped
using religious terminology when defining
TM. TM was renamed "The Science of
Creative Intelligence" and was taught for
the first time as a credit-bearing course at
Stanford University.
In his book Transcendental Meditation
Maharishi advised: "Whenever and
wherever religion dominates the mass
consciousness, transcendental deep medi-
tation should be taught in terms of
religion. . . . Whenever and wherever
politics dominates the mass conscious-
ness, transcendental deep meditation
should be taught in terms of and from the
platform of politics. . . . Whenever and
wherever economics. . -
"What is suited to the present genera-
tion? It seemsr for the present, that this
transcendental deep meditation should be
made ar,ailable to the peoples. . .
through the governmental agencies of
health, education, social welfare, andjustice."
The TM movement was refashioned.
In an article entitled "The Evolution of
the TM Movement," Marcia Greene
wrote, "Now people were told that TM
was a practical method that would improve
the quality of their lives. Meditation would
provide a form of deep relaxation that
would equip them for dynamic action.
They would be calmer, more energetic,
and think more clearly, and as a result
would realize improvements in all areas of
their lives. TM became the quintessential
self-help technique for dealing with the
stresses of modern life. TM moved from
counterculture fringe to mainstream
respectability."
From 1S72 to 1976 TM promoters were
able to obtain federal money for SCI
classes in public high schools and adult
education progmms. The Spiritual Coun-
terfeits Project, Americans United for
Separation of Church and State, and the
Coalition for Religious Integrity filed suit,
and the U.S. District court at Newark,
New Jersey, ruled that TM and SCI were
religious and could not be taught in the
public school system.
The surge of interest behind TM
began to wane. The Maharishi's medita-
tion, with its mantra and initiation
ceremony, gave way to other types of
"relaxation meditation." Many people
confused the two. ln Meditation Without
Frills, Maureen Jones Ryan states that
her meditation is not religious, but she
includes a "make your own" mantra
chart to aid concentration. The mantra(in TM. a word from the ancient Hindu
seers that was recorded in ancient Hindu
writings) is used whenever a thought
crosses your mind. Meditation, says
Ryan, is an attempt to "put all thought
out of your mind: you attempt to con-
centrate on nothing." The object of
Ryan's meditation is total relaxation. The
object of TM is to reach nothingness on a
higher plane.
Proponents of meditation claim the
practice is effective for reducing stress,
increasing self-confidence, stabilizing
blood pressure, reducing the heart rate,
increasing energy, and decreasing indi-
gestion. They claim meditation will
help a person sleep deeper, cope better,
and stick to a diet. Meditation is
supposed to decrease muscle tension,
fears of the unknown, boredom,
and to increase creativitv. interest
in life, and tolerance.
continued on page 48
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Causes of
Divorce
Among
Christians
by Tim and Beuerly LaHaye
Christian counselors
were startled to read the
results of a recent study of
the religious beliefs of
divorced people indicating
that 30 percent of those
surveyed were Conserva-
tive Christians.
Divorce is on the irr-
crease inside the church,
even though it seems to be
on the decline in the general
population. Everywhere we
go to conduct family semi-
nars or speak on family life,
the conversation with pas-
tors invariably turns to the
divorce increase within the
church.
We have developed a
100-question survey for
divorced Christians, to see
if we can discover the
primary causes of divorce,
as testified by divorced
Christians themselves.
They are certainly in a bet-
ter position to know why
Christian marriages are
breaking up at such an
alarming rate. To date, no
such survey has ever been
taken. We plan to com-
puterize at least 5,000
Christian divorcees'
responses, and statistically
analyze the results. Then
we can alert the 110,000
Bible-believing pastors of
the country as to what
these principle causes are,
so they can address them
from the Bible in their
churches. When pastors
address these principles in
their sermons, harmony in
marriage goes up and
divorce goes down. The
church is the best friend
the family has. For one
thing, our manual, the
Bible, has the best instruc-
tions on marriage and
family reiations found any-
where. We will point out
some of these instructions
in future columns. If you
are a divorced Christian and
would like to participate in
this survey, please write
us at P.O. Box 2700,
Washington, DC
20013 2700. tr#,
Milestones
and
Memories
"Remember when
Grandpa stepped in the
blueberry pie?" "Remem-
b e r w h e n . . . ? "
With our three children
grown (and eight grand-
children brightening our
l ives) ,  I 'm hear ing " re-
member when?" questions
frequently.
God values remember-
ing. Beginning in Genesis,
He instructed Noah,
Moses, Gideon, and David
to build altars. Jacob and
Samuel and Joshua also
piied up stones as tangible
reminders (an Old Testa-
ment visual aid) of those
times God especially
blessed the Israelites.
Joshua realized his chil-
dren's great-grandchildren
could easily forget God's
powerful love and
miraculous intervention
when the Israelites slaved
in Egypt, when God parted
the Red Sea, when He
brought them into the
Promised Land.
Those memorial rock
piles served much the same
purpose as today's photo
album or cassette recorder/
player. I believe God also
wants present-day Chris-
tians to build memorials and
memories for the sake of
our future generations.
"He hath made his won-
derful works to be remem-
bered" (Ps.  111:4) .  The
psalmist's timeless words
about God encourage us to
create contemporary ver-
sions of stone altars and
memorial markers. Here
are suggestions.
o Different kinds of
books help in recalling
God's promises and specific
k indnesses.  At  year 's  end,
our pastor and his wife hire
a baby-sitter for a few
hours. In a quiet restaurant
they relax while sharing
their journals and marveling
at the instances of God's
incredible love in their lives.
For an almost-born
child, why not start a
Special Edition? Include the
meaning of the chosen
name, letters from each
parent, and answered
prayers surrounding the
birth. When parents con-
tinue to add significant
spiritual events, a priceless
piece of heritage develops.
Children enjoy making
their own times-to-
remember scrapbooks. My
neighbor's 7-year-old care-
fully printed. "God helped
my lost kitty find home
today," and pasted in a
magazine picture of a
Persian kitten.
Kids need to actively
participate in memorial-
making. Long ago Joshua
wisely directed the
Israelites to pile up stones
on Canaan's choice riverfront
property ]osh. 4:21-24).
Personal involvement,
rather than spectator
status, ensures a more
lasting reminder.
. A collage using cut-out
words and pictures (some-
times snapshots) becomes
an effective and interesting
family project. Include bap-
tismal certificates, memen-
tos of camp and family
missionary friends-and
I
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work well. My granddaugh-
ter's book-in-the-making is
called simply, The Laura
Stoies, and begins with the
satisfying, "Once upon a
time, a special ittle girl
named Laura . . . "
Like Old Testament
markers, something visual
will remain to encourage
when discouragement
comes; as a resource for
the future; and as a delight-
ful inheritance for our
children and great-
grandchildren.
"The lines are fallen
unto me in pleasant places;
y e a , I h a v e a g o o d l y
heritage" (Ps. 16:6).
ffi Lucibel Van Atta
Special mornents don'tjust happen; they haae
to be planned on pur-
pose! In this hectic
world when the face at
which ue all liue is so
frantic, we as families
rnust rnake a coaenant
with each other to rnake
time for simple things.
Please hear me now!
Special lnornents uton'tjust happen. Beautiful
rnetnories of yesterdays
u)ere once mornents of
todays. We haae no
guarantees of tomor-
rows, but we do haue
this moment.
The home is the
natural habitat for
growing human beings
and shaping eternal
souls. Whether we like
it or not, we are lnold-
ing l iaes . . .now.  Le t ' s
make these precious
moments count. Let's
rnake a memory!
-Gloria Gaither
(Let's Make a
Memory, 1983)
much more. The collage
will grow with time, on a
family room wall or below-
ceiling border around a
child's room.
r An original musical
composition, could begin a
lovely pass-along, sing-
along inheritance. But even
nonmusical family members
might add (to a familiar
tune) lyrics that detail
God's sovereign hand
through the passing years.
. Saved letters butld
bridges from the past to
the future. Today is always
nourished by yesterday,
and encouraged by tomor-
row. The best letters read
like a comfortable conversa-
tion, and sketches add a
further personal touch.
. Needlework can display
on fabric God's miracles-
perhaps a birth or first
home. A counted cross-
stitch sampler, a needle-
point bell-pull or hanging,
a bright banner made with
cut-out felt pieces-any of
these projects would be
cherished by future "chil-
dren's children. "
o Try a time-line chart,
perhaps written in cal-
ligraphy. Before starting
this simple-but-effective
chronicle, roughly sketch
and list the memories you
want set down for future
generations.
. A photography en-
thusiast might prepare an
ongoing slide/tape reminder.
Pictures of people, places,
and events-with narrative
to fill in the details and
emotional depth of God's
goodness. Appoint an older
youngster as chief projec-
tionist and/or the one who
keeps the slides identified
and in order.
. Write a storybook
(illustrated with sketches
and cut-outs) that sounds
Iike fiction but actually tells
a family member's true
story. Three-ring binders
Vacation Time
and Special Trips
After school is out many of us travel and go on
vacations. I like to visit with friends or tour historical
places. The one thing I dread most is packing to gol The
second thing I do not like about a trip is the travel itself. I
like to be there, but not sit in a car all day to get there.
In order to pack a suitcase, I must decide what to take.
That means planning the activities in which we will be in-
volved, what the weather will be like, and what colors can
be coordinated so that many outfits can be made from a
minimum of clothes. Many of these decisions are based on
speculation.
There is one trip that all of us who have put our faith
and trust in Jesus Christ will make. The preparation for
this trip to heaven is being made on a daily basis. We will
not have to think about the weather, activities, or color
coordination. This has all been planned for us. We do not
know our departure time. We must always have our
"bags packed" and be ready. "Watch therefore: for ye
know not what hour your Lord doth come" (Matt.24:42).
"For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord
so cometh as a thief in the night" (1 Thess. 5:2).
Perhaps maintaining a state
of readiness for the Lord's
return is more difficult than
planning a vacation wardrobe,
but we must do it. Just as
we wash clothes and fold
them carefully in a suitcase,
so we must be sure our
spiritual garments are d
e
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clean and unwrinkled.
"Wherefore. beloved. see-
ing that ye look for such
things, be diligent that ye
may be found of Him in
peace, without spot, and
blameless" (2 Peter 3:14).
Our diligence will be of
great benefit to us while
we await the shout, the
voice of the archangel, and
the trump of God!
So have a nice vaca-
tion . . . but don't take a
vacation from God.
Mary Boyd Alley
Managing
Moods
When tension mounts,
Bob stews until he finally
blows his top. His wife,
Carol, has another way of
handling tension or personal
relations problems with her
family. She tamps down
hostility and goes into
depression. Sometimes he
won't speak to Bob for
days. "Tell your father
today is wash day," she
will instruct her oldest
daughter tersely.
Many people have trou-
bie managing their moods
properly. For Christians,
depression, discourage-
ment, and angry resent-
ment may steal Christ's
peace and joy, adversely
affect their relationships
with family and others, and
hurt their testimonies for
Christ.
Changing moods and bad
tempers may get us into
trouble, leading us to do
something we ordinarily
wouldn't. We may get the
feeling that no one really
understands us. So what
can we do about managing
moods?
Love the Lord with
all our hearts (Matt.
22:37. The heart is the
seat of our emotions. If our
hearts are filled with the
Lord, He will help us con-
trol those emotions in a
spiritual way.
Be on guard against
Satan and self. Satan at-
tacks us through our minds,
which in turn may then be
controlled by our emotional
reactions. Philippians 2:5
says, "Let this mind be in
you, which was also in
Christ Jesus." What kind of
mind did Jesus have? A
humble one. Such a mind
leaves no room for self or
Satan.
Read and memorize
God's Word. The Scrip-
tures give us reassurance,
comfort, and peace. They
increase our faith, so we
stop doubting God. Psalm
34:4 says, "I sought he
Lord, and he heard me,
and delivered me from all
my fears." Fear often
drives us into a hurtful
mood.
Recognize that we
are God's children
through Christ, and
therefore special. A sign
on a prison chapel wall
says, "God ain't made no
junk!" If we have received
Jesus Christ as our Saviour,
God has made us new per-
sons and adopted us into
His royal family. Sometimes
we may slip and do wrong,
but our Lord is always
ready to forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all un-
righteousness, if in repen-
tance we confess our sins.
Let's lift our heads and
look up to Him.
Trust in the Lord
with all our hearts
(Prov. 3:5). When we truly
trust Him, we have His
peace that passes all under-
standing (Phil. 4:7).
Through the power of His
grace, we can sail over the
rough spots without sinking
or staying in bad moods.
And according to God's
Word, He answers our
prayers.
With God's power we
can overcome any debilitat-
ing mood!
I Muriel Larson
Teaching
Your Child
Responsibil i ty
A conclusion. Building
responsibility and indepen-
dence is a process for
parents and teenagers, but
parents can take some addi-
tional steps to help the
process along.
Freedom for failure.
Maybe a check will bounce
if the checkbook is turned
over to a teenage son. Or
maybe a daughter will back
the car into the garage
door if she drives alone.
Mistakes are inevitable, and
the way a parent responds
to these failures will mean
the difference in the
teenager's growth toward
greater responsibility.
The parent who harps
on the failure will communi-
cate one basic message to
the young person: "You
cannot do it!" The parent
who realizes that failure is
part of growth, however,
can turn even the worst
disasters into growth ex-
periences. Forgiveness, ac-
companied by willingness to
Iet the teenager try it
again, is the best method of
teaching young people to be
responsible.
Personal growth.
Parents must be willing to
let teenagers know that they
do not have all the answers
and can fail sometimes.
When a teenager ealizes
that he or she is growing
alongside Mom and Dad,
the young person is much
more willing to learn and
develop as a Christian
person.
Advice. Parents want
their children to do well,
and hate to see them fail.
The result? Rather than
allowing teenagers to
struggle through a tough
issue or task, the average
parent wants to say, "Let
me do that for you."
Letting them struggle (with
a watchful eye) will lead
to that healthy sense of
independence they will need
to survive in the world.
Prayer. Today's
teenagers need our prayers
and the power of God.
While most parents would
readily agree, many spend
much more time yelling at
their teenagers, complaining
to other parents about their
kids, or bemoaning their
own failures ("Where did
we go wrong?") than they
spend in prayer for their
young people.
By building responsibility
into their children's lives,
parents will be taking a
giant stride toward helping
their children develop into
independent individuals. The
end result will be teenagers
who are advancing in maturity
and who are increasingly
ready to face the world.
;,' Adapted from But You
Don't Understand by Paul
Borthwick, published (1986)
by Oliver-Nelson Books,
Nashvilie, Tennessee.
Depression
A killer disease that few
people are aware of is the
second and third leading cause
of death in various age
goups. The disease isdepres-
sion. It kills by one of its
symptoms-suicide.
The disease or emotional
disorder called depression
is common, and it is differ-
ent from "being depressed."
Everyone gets depressed
but not everyone has depres-
sion. Getting depressed is
another way of identifying the
feelings of sadness, lone-
liness, or hurt. But depres-
sion is an entity all by itself,
with causes, symptoms,
treatment, and prevention.
New understanding of
the way the brain works
suggests that depression is
a biochemica"l change that
occurs in the brain because
of environmental stresses,
or because the brain is
born with the potential for
this type of change (depres-
sion that runs in families).
This biochemical change is
in specific hormones found
in brain tissue. Soon there
may be specific blood tests
that will show if this change
is present, making severe
episodes preventable and
therapy more precise.
The symptoms of
depression are common to
other diseases. They in-
clude chronic or long-term
depressed feelings, a sense
of hopelessness and that no
one cares, lack of energy,
lack of drive (including sex
drive). lack of concentra-
tion, an inability to enjoy
one's self, and physical
symptoms such as tired-
ness, early morning
awakening, weight loss or
gain, and vague aches and
pains. Attempted suicide is a
symptom and potentially lethal
complication of this disease.
Advances in understand-
ing have led to many new
and effective medications
that counteract the bio-
chemical changes within the
brain, giving relief from the
symptoms of depression.
Usually medication is
reserved for more severe
patients where symptoms
cause an inability to func-
tion normally. Counseling is
almost always beneficial in
helping the patient deal
with the specific emotional
issues that may have
brought on the depression.
The best prevention is
early recognition of the
symptoms described above,
and seeking wise counsel with
a pastor, mental health
professional, or physician be-
fore the symptoms become
severe. Remember, anyone c:n
be stricken with depression.
lm Gregg Albers, M.D.
The Hot 200 by Al
Menconi and Dave Hart.
This 16-page booklet con-
tains one-paragraph profiles
on the most popular secular
music artists of today,
along with those who were
responsible for shaping rock
music (The Beatles, Elvis
Presley, etc.). Written
from a Christian perspec-
tive, the information re-
veals the religious or
not-so-religious inclinatrons
of each person or group.
Definitions of rock terms
are aiso included.
A good resource for
parents, teachers, pastors,
and students interested in
knowing more about the
type of people who are m-
fluencing the world-kids
especially-with their mu-
sic. The Hot 200 is available
for $2.50 (quantity discount
avarlable) from Menconr
Ministries, P. O. Box 306,
Cardiff, California 92007.
Angela Elwell Hunt and L. Diane
Johnson, an author/illustrator team
from Lynchburg, Virginia, have been
awarded the 1987 Lorna Balian
Prize, sponsored by Abingdon
Press of Nashville, Tennessee.
Angela is a free-lance writer
and regular contributor to
Fundamcnlalisl Journal. Diane is a
graphic designer for an architectural-
engineering firm. They competed
with hundreds of entries to
receive the Lorna Balian Prize for
their children's picture book
entitled f ,1 Had Long, Long Hair.
According to Abingdon Children
Editor Etta Wrlson. the winning
entry stood out "because of its
imaginative identification with the
common wish of a child, the careful
integration of text and art, and the
concluding emphasis on respect for
a parent. "
Family Bookshelf
The family duo of author Norman Bomer and artist G.
Carol Bomer has created an entertaining and thought-
provoking pro-life allegory in No More Singing. The
birds are a comfortable fit of personalities as they battle
with the Treetop Court in defense of the Ancient Book. A
concise argument against abortion and a clear vision of
what happens when freedom is surrendered and faith is
dismissed. (Paideia Press Ltd., 1987, 34 pp. $4.95)
Deborah Huff
An excerpt from
No More Singing
by Norman Bomer
Inside the nest
could be seen the
beautiful red cardinal
feather, and beside it
a lone blue egg.
The shattered remains of the other four lay among
the twigs and weeds at the foot of the tree.
Chuck huddled close to Janice.
The captain looked up coldly. "One egg per
nest," he announced. "It's the law of the park."
The blue jay stared at the Robins for another mo-
ment, then rose to the branch where they were
perched together in fear. He looked coldly down at
the nest, turned to them again, then slowly lifted his
wings and disappeared.
I
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The Sacrifice of Praise
by Candace L. MiLler
ebrews 13:15 ad-
monishes, "By
Him therefore let
us offer the sacrifice of
praise to God continually,
that is, the fruit of our lips
giving thanks to his name."
The psalmist reinforces
this and says, "I will offer
to thee the sacrifice of
thanksgiving, and will call
upon the name of the lnrd" (Ps. 116:17).
Praise and thanksgiving are natural
responses when the believer basks in the
sunshine of blessing and no turbulent
winds of trial stir him (if we are not so
comfortable that we forget). However,
when we must sift through the rubble of
a life leveled by unexpected testing, to
praise is truly an offering of sacrifice.
How can we lay aside our carnal
responses to difficult circumstances
and instead of the whiny, melancholy
murmuring that issues from our lips,
^ f r^-  . . ' .  ^  . .^^  . - :c .^  of  pra ise"? weu r r c r  u P  d  5 d L r  l l l L c
can sing a new song only when we
realize that these extremities are God's
nnnnr f  r  rn i t i cq
God's purpose is to prosper us and
not to harm us. Jeremiah 29:11-13 ex-
plains, "For I know the thoughts that I
think toward you, saith the Lord,
thoughts ofpeace, and not ofevil, to give
you an expected end. Then shall ye call
upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto
me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye
shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall
search for me with all your heart."
We are often under pressure, and our
immediate human response is to fall
beneath the load. Yet the Word of God
teaches us to rejoice and see God's
goodness. One parent says, "How can
you see God's kindness in the death of a
child?" Another says, "I cannot explain
it, but my wife and I have never been
more convinced of His love for us and our
children than when we have turned from
a fresh gave" (Bayly, The Last Thing We
Talk About). The psalmist said, "lt
is good for me that I have been afflicted;
that  I  might  learn thy statutes"
(Ps. 119:Z).
The thought comes, how does it avail
to suffer these things for ought but this
life? Do we not intend to spend eternity
in a heaven devoid of trials and sin? Then
we are brought up short with the thought
that we shall serve Him night and day in
who knows what capacity. His glory and
grace must be deftly shown here on
earth, skillfully displayed for those seek-
ing a refuge and strength.
There used to be a well-used phrase
referring to various individuals as
trophies of God's grace.
Perhaps it is still a valid
description as we view the
final work of God on an in-
dividual who is submitted
to FIis honing, whittling,
pounding, scraping, and
polishing process. Does he
not emerge a trophy rn
comparison to what he was
to begin with? Cannot God
rightfully stand back and
beam at  the f in ished
product, particularly when it is the
image of His Son wrought by His power
and grace? That is His goal for us.
There are also some trials that we
must view as Joseph did. "Ye thought
evil against me; but God meant it unto
good." This does not always make it
easier, but it gives our finite minds
an explanation on which we can meditate
and realize another dimension of God's
purposes in the lives of men. "Be ye
not unwise, but understanding what
the will of the I-ord is" (Eph. 5:17).
Sometimes it is a matter of forgetting
that we have prayed and asked God to
do what is necessary to obtain the
desired goal in our lives. Peter put it this
way. "Beloved, think it not strange con-
cerning the fiery trial which is to try you,
as though some strange thing happened
unto you: but rqoice, inasmuch as ye are
partakers of Christ's sufferings; that,
when his glory shall be revealed, ye may
be glad also with exceeding joy" (1 Peter
4:12-7$. He continues to the end of the
chapter reminding us that it is better
to suffer for Christ's sake than as a
murderer or other evil doer and to not
forget that judgment must first come to
the house of God. The Refiner's fire
must come upon the vessel so that it is
fit for the Master's use.
I Candace L. Miller is a free-lance
writer in Rapid City, South Dakota.
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Meditation continued from page 42
Should a Christian meditate? What should
be the purpose or goal of a Christian's med-
itation? In Psalm 119:97 and 99 we read,
"O how love I thy law! It is my medi-
tation all the day. I have more understanding
than all my teachers: for thy testimonies
are my meditation." Here we see that Chris-
tians are to meditate on the testimonies
of God. We are not to fill our minds with
emptiness, but to concentrate on Scripture.
When are we to meditate? All the day.
Any time is appropriate for meditation.
A spokesman for Spiritual Counterfeits
Project, experts on TM, said that Chris-
tian meditation is uniquely different fromother
meditations. "We don't move down to
zero in our minds; however we should move
something out so that we can move some-
thing in. We should clear our minds of
the demands of life, so we can concentrate
on Scripture. Many Christians are too busy
to sit and meditate on the things of the [nrd."
Genesis 24:63 tells us that Isaac
meditated in his field during the evening
hours. Paul charged Timothy to meditate
on the things he had been taught (1 Tim.
4:15). The tnrd told Joshua to meditate
on the Book of the I^aw day and night. His
The obiecl
Of TM
is to reoch
noth ing ness
ono
higher plclne.
meditation would be rewarded by "good
success."
Our meditation does not involve an empty
mind and unguarded thoughts. We are told
to bring "into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ." We are to guard our
thoughts and love the lnrd with all of
our minds, hearts, and spirits.
Meditators who follow relaxation tech-
niques or TM find an appropriate time of day
to allow 20 minutes for meditation. Thev
dress in loose-fitting clothing, sit in a
comfortable position, and concentrate all of
their energy on a meaningless word. It is
Satan's great counterfeit o a scriptural prac-
tice that Christians have long neglected.
Why don't more Christians take 20 min-
utes out of a busy schedule to find a
private time just to meditate on Scripture?
Many Christians can hardly find time for
Bible reading and prayer, let alone meditation.
But meditation is endorsed in Scripture,
and the Bible promises wisdom and good
success to those who practice biblical
meditation.
Why not take 20 minutes today to sit
alone and meditate? leave thoughts about
your job and your family responsibilities
behind and spend some quiet time to just
be still, and know that He is God. t
I
Call or Write Today (8O3) 258-7090
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Haruesting the
"Cteam of the Nation's Crop"
I
by Angela Elwell Hunt
I s he a major? Is he a sergeant? Or
I is he a private? He is all three at
I the same time! A private (in the
army of the Lord) first, a sergeant(Sargent by birth) second, and a major in
the Marine Corps Reserve /&lrd.
John Sargent of Alexandria, Virginia,
is a military man who has found a fertile
mission field among the men and women
of the armed services.
Through Missions to Military an in-
dependent Baptist mission board, the
Lord placed John and Betsy Sargent and
their three children in the Washington,
D.C., area to work on one of the largest
military mission fields in the country.
"We are in the middle of about 150,000
military people," says John. "The peo-
ple here are the cream of the nation's
crop, practically handpicked."
Sargent is diligent in the pursuit of his
single goal, "to win and train servicemen
for Jesus Christ." But agreeing to work
with Missions to Military was not an easy
step for the Sargents. John believes that
living as a missionary on support and by
faith is the "acid test. Living by faith will
help you find out if God has really called
you or not,"
Sargent is now sure that God has
called him, and he can see how God
brought him through the preparation
necessary for his present ask. He grew
up in a military family; his father was a
career Navy man. John was saved as a
t t 
Lirirg by taith
will help you find
out if God has really
senior at the University of Delaware
when witnessed to on campus. One year
later he felt the Inrd leading him to join
the Marine Corps. "I didn't want to go,
but I had an absolute perfect peace about
it and the door was opened to me."
Sargent joined the Marines during the
final years of the Vietnam War and spent
three and one-half years on active duty,
first at Quantico, Virginia, then at Camp
lrJeune in North Carolina. His old
outfit-lst Battalion. 8th Marines-
recently suffered heavy casualties at the
hands ofterrorists at the Beirut airport.
When Sargent came out of the
Marines in 1976, he spent one year as a
federal agent working in Naval Intelli-
gence in Philadelphia. He did well in his
work, but was miserable. He knew God
was calling him to do something else.
While in Philadelphia he had his first
contact with independent Baptists. He
and his familv ioined their church. and as
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he knocked on doors with his pastor, a
burden for lost people began to grow in
his heart. As his spiritual burden grew,
so did his misery on the job.
In August 1977 Sargent and his fam-
ily moved to Lynchburg, Virginia, so he
could attend Liberty Baptist Seminary.
During those four seminary years, he
stayed active in the Marine Corps
Reserve, drilling one weekend each
month and serving two weeks of active
duty each year. He served as command-
ing officer of the Lynchburg Marine
Corps Reserve for two years and asked
a pastor classmate, Rod Kidd, to es-
tablish chapel services on drill weekends.
After he graduated from seminary, the
Marines transferred Sargent to Washing-
ton to work on the staff of the Marine
Corps Command Center. He is presenfly
assigned as an instructor at Quantico.
John Sargent had heard about the un-
usual and much-needed Missions to Mili-
tary in 1979, but he did not want to work
in Washington, or to raise support, or to
have to live by faith. "I learned that the
Lord makes you face your fears to teach
you that through Him you can overcome
anything," says John.
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For nine months after his seminary
graduation he worked a job during the
week and traveled on deputation on the
weekends. He became a full-time mis-
sionary on July 1, 1983, with only 60 per-
cent of his support raised. He and his
family stepped out in faith to do the job
God had called them to do.
"We started in July 1983 with noth-
ing, and we've had over 400 fellows saved
in that time. We work out of Calvary
Road Baptist Church, where David
Rhodenhizer is the pastor. Through the
ministry of the local church we've seen
men saved, baptized, and discipled."
John holds Bible studies in the bar-
racks, organizes weekend activities with
the troops, and urges any and all service-
men to attend church on Sundays and
Wednesdays. His work is sometimes
frustrating because of the nature of mili-
tary service. "It's difficult o disciple fel-
lows who are being transferred so fast.
Getting them saved is not hard-they've
been kicked around, they're away from
home, and they are open to the gospel.
"Personnel and leadership ositions
also change at bases, so we have to get
to know the leadership all over again.
Sometimes we're asked to stay off the
base because we are not known to new
leaders. But through being an officer for
14 years, and a military brat, I've found
that, for me, working through a Bible-
believing church is the best way to reach
the military for Christ. It has been best
for me to work from the outside in,
because of the freedom I have."
One soldier who came to the Bible
studies John was holding on the base
drew John's attention right away. He
seemed to be about six years older than
the average private, and he knew most
of the answers to questions about the
Bible lesson. As the meeting broke up,
John approached the soldier and in-
troduced himself. The newcomer was
from a southern state and had graduated
from Bible college. "Maybe you can help
me lead some of the guys to the Lord,"
John suggested.
"No," countered the soldier. "I came
here for help myself."
John learned that Steve had married
a Christian girl, gone through a divorce,
turned to rock music, and now was an
alcoholic. They prayed together, andJohn
encouraged him to continue to come to
activities and Bible studies.
In the weeks that followed, the soldier
was inconsistent. John did not see any
outward change. Eventually the man was
transferred to Hawaii. In a recent letter
to John, he wrote that he was doing well
and wanted to order some gospel tracts
for his buddies. He had burned all of his
rock music tapes and quit drinking. "I
know I wasn't very consistent," he wrote,
"but I want you to know that those Bible
studies were the beginning of getting my-
self back on the right track."
John Sargent knows his time with
each serviceman is limited. His overall
goal rests in the belief that servicemen
will get to the end of their military duty
and reflect that meeting Christ was the
best thing that happened to them during
the service. "We want to reach men to-
day who will serve the Lord tomorrow."
For example, Jim Eggimann, who has
been with Missions to Military for 16
years in Jacksonville, Florida, has won
and trained over 40 former servicemen
who are now pastors or missionaries all
over the world.
Though his ministry is prospering,
John is not without his dreams. "If I had
a million dollars, I'd spend it in a way to
reach as many people for Christ as I
could." One great asset to his ministry
would be a servicemen's center-John is
the only Missions to Military missionary
without one, due to the high cost of real
estate in the Washington area. "We've
been looking for a place for a service-
men's center. Our goal is to get a build-
ing where men can stay overnight off the
base and where we can hold Bible
studies and teach them how to win their
buddies."
I John Sargent is available to share the
ministry of Missions to Military with in-
terested churches. He and a team of his
men conduct "God and Country" days
at churches, complete with a color guard
when possible, pledges to the American
and Christian flags, and a salute to vet-
erans and their families. For more infor-
mation please write or call Missions to
Military 6505 Joyce Road, Alexandria,
Virginia 22310, (703) 9n-0242.
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Constitution continued from page 25
Constitution. Yet amidst all the fanfare,
one thing that will doubtless be over-
looked is that the Constitution is essen-
tially a Christian document, the product
of a Christian culture designed to func-
tion within a biblical climate of opinion.
Although we cannot proue conclusively
that the Constitution is the direct effort
of a Christian culture, there is such a
strong correlation that the matter
deserves serious attention from every
Christian.
The Constitution was the logical
culmination of the most Conservative
revolution in history. Most revolutions
consume those who begin them (usually
too late, unfortunately). The French
Revolution gave us the guillotine, the
Reign of Terror, and Napoleon. The
Russian revolution gave us Lenin,
Stalin, the Purges, and the Gulag. The
American Revolution was different.
Undergirded by a Christian culture that
had been reinforced by the Great
Awakening, the American Revolution
gave us George Washington, James
Madison, and John Witherspoon. When
Washington was offered the dictatorship
by his officers at Newburgh, he turned
it down and instead gave them a stern
lecture on republican government. When
it became apparent that the Articles of
Confederation were tailing, there was no
coup d'etat or bloodbath. Instead, some
of the leading citizens from each state
got together and formed a new govern-
ment, which eventually was put before
the states and approved.
Although the Constitution nowhere
mentions biblical Christianity, it bears
the marks of Providence in its prohibi-
tions, provisions, and central ideas.
Consider the following:
The Bible teaches that man is utterly
depraved. The political implications of
such a doctrine is that, as Lord Acton
later put it, "Power corrupts; absolute
power tends to comrpt absolutely. " The
Founding Fathers understood this-both
through their reading of the Scriptures
and their experience in dealing with
men-and thus developed a Constitution
that is based on the idea that man is not
to be trusted. The idea of separation of
powers, for example, divides federal
power so that no individual or group can
control all federal authority. Checks and
balances serve a similar function.
Charles Haddon Spurgeon once said, "It
is easier to learn Latin than it is to
teaching, as well as the force of capital
punishment as a deterrent. Thus, in the
Constitution we read that no citizen can
"be deprived of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law" (Amend-
ment V). Thus, with due process of law,
a person can be deprived of liberty,
property, or even life itself.
The Constitution also shows the
marks of biblical Christianity in its
allowance of affirmations rather than
oaths. Jesus said, "Swear not at
all . . . . But let your communication be,
Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is
more than these cometh of evil" (Matt.
5:34-37). The Founding Fathers recog-
nized that there were many Christians
who, because of this teaching, would
refuse to take an oath. Thus, they made
a provision for witnesses and public of-
ficials to "affirm" rather than swear.
The President, for example, takes the
following oath of office: "I do solemnly
swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully ex-
ecute the office of the President of the
United States, and will to the best of my
ability preserve, protect, and defend the
Constitution of the United States"
(Article II, Section I,7).
The First Amendment's emphasis on
religious liberty also reflects the Chris-
tian orientation of our Founding Fathers.
They understood that Christianity flows
from a willing heart, not as a result of
government coercion. Thus, they made
no attempt to set up a state-supported
religion (which was common in Europe
at that time). Instead, they encouraged,
through private efforts, the growth of
many various churches and denomina-
tions that already existed in 1787. The
Founding Fathers' religious bias is indi-
cated by the fact that they wanted to
protect religion from government. At the
same time, they wanted Christian prin-
ciples to inform all institutions in society,
including all levels of government.
The Bible's emphasis on private
property also found its way into the Con-
stitution. Karl Marx, working from a
humanistic base, called for the abolition
of all private property. Our Constitution,
on the other hand, defends it. In the Ten
Commandments, we are told not to
steal-which thus assumes that there is
property that belongs to someone else
that can be stolen. The Constitution not
only defends material property, but
intellectual property as well. Our ideas
and creations are protected by Article I,
Section VII I,8, which allows Congress
to issue patents and copyrights "to
The Founding Fathers
hod no qualms about
putting God's nome
in the Constitution.
To them,
He was the Author
of our liberties.
learn to say no." The Framers of the
Constitution said "no" again and again
to the concentration of power because
they knew it would provide too great a
temptation for fallen men. One of the
twentieth century's leading historians,
Richard Hofstadter, put it this way:
"The men who drew up the Constitu-
tion in Philadelphia during the summer
of 1787 had a vivid Calvinistic sense of
human evil and damnation and believed
with Hobbes that men are selfish and
contentious. "
The Constitution also reflects a
biblical worldview in that it is a covenant
much like the Bible. The Bible outlines
a written covenant, or covenants,
between God and man, while the Con-
stitution outlines in writing a covenant
between citizens. As such, it is peculiar
to the Western world where the Bible
has had an impact on society. Until the
twentieth century, very few countries
outside the West have had written con-
stitutions. For most, the ruler was the
law "Lletat, c'est moi'lf 'the State, it
is I"-has been spoken in many more
languages than just French.
Another way in which the Constitu-
tion reflects Christianity's influence, in
the Bill of Rights, is through its support
of the biblical idea of capital punishment.
After the Flood, when God instituted
human government, He also instituted
capital punishment. The message that
God gave is clear: human life is so sacred
(all men are created in God's image) that
when a man takes another man's life, he
must forfeit his own. America's Found-
ing Fathers were aware of this biblical
I
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promote the progress of science and
useful arts by securing for limited times
to authors the exclusive right to their
respective writings and discoveries."
Even our spiritual property is protected
by the Constitution-the First Amend-
ment allows us to "own" our con-
science. (In the Soviet Union and other
totalitarian societies, an individual's
thoughts belong to the State.)
So strong was the Bible's influence
on the Constitution that God's name is
mentioned as a matter of course. The
Constitution closes with these words:
"Done in Convention by unanimous con-
sent of the States present, the seven-
teenth day of September in the year of
our Lord one thousand seven hundred
and eighty-seven." On the surface, this
reference to God may seem
insignificant-merely a convention that
is still in practice today. A little histori-
cal background reveals otherwise. First,
the Framers of the Constitution weighed
every sentence, every word. If they had
not wanted to mention God, they would
not have done so. In Liberal circles in
Europe the calendar-which is based on
the birth of Christ, and the centrality of
His coming into the world-was under
vicious attack. In fact, when the French
Revolution broke out, the leaders
abolished the Christian calendar and
made up their own, with 1789 as Year
One-the year the French Revolution
began. Because the Founding Fathers
did not share the Enlightenment view of
the radical thinkers in Europe, they had
no qualms about putting God's name in
the Constitution. To the French
Humanists, God was a stumbling block;
to our Founding Fathers, He was the
Author of our liberties.
These are just a few of the ways in
which the Constitution reflects biblical
principles. That the Constitution was so
influenced should not surprise us. First,
the generation of 1787 was one that
knew God. Nearly everyone at least ac-
knowledged His existence and a Chris-
tian moral code. To put it simply, when
the wicked sinned in L787 , they trem-
bled quite a bit more than they do
today. Second, nearly all of the Found-
ing Fathers professed to be orthodox
Christians. As Professor M. E. Bradford
has shown inAWorthy Company, 52 of
the 55 signers of the Constitution may
have been orthodox Christians. Public-
ly, almost all acknowledged what we
would call the "fundamentals of the
faith. " Privately, many lived exemplary
lives. Even those who did not, rose to
the occasion and upheld their highest
ideals when composing the Constitution.
Of the men at Philadelphia in 1787,
James Madison later wrote, "There was
never an assembly of men, charged with
a great and obvious trust, who were
more pure in their motives, or more ex-
clusively and anxiously devoted to them
than were the members of the Federal
Convention of.7787."
Ben Franklin was a Deist, but a Con-
servative one who accepted biblical
morality-if not for himself, at least
for the good of society. Thomas
Jefferson, another Deist, was not
at the Convention. But even Jefferson
was not as radical as has been sup-
posed. Certainly he did not claim
to be a born-again Christian, but his
actions reveal that even he could
not escape the Christian climate of
opinion in which he lived. Even though
he pressed for the Act of Religious Free-
dom in Virginia in 1777 , he wrote and
sponsored subscription lists for the sup-
port of the clergy who were to be cut
off from State support. True, Jefferson
edited the New Testament, taking out
all the miracles, but it was the Bible he
edited, not the Koran. He felt that the
teachings of Christ-especially as applied
to society-were sublime, but he could
not accept their divine origin, just
as he could not accept the deity
Althoush
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is to last another 200 years, we need a
spiritual revival. Individual Christians can
help by working for the election
of godly magistrates, by governing
their own lives according to the dic-
tates of Scripture, and by teaching
others about the true nature of the
Constitution. Ultimately, however,
we need a spiritual revival like
America's First and Second Great
Awakenings.
John Witherspoon put it this way:
"A good Constitution may hold the
rotten materials together for a time, but
beyond a certain pitch, even the best
Constitution will prove ineffectual, and
slavery must ensue. " The United States
has a good Constitution-the best the
world has ever seen. But it can be made
to work again only if we turn back to the
God and Bible which made it possible in
the first place.
I Robert A. Peterson. a historian.
educator. and author. is headmaster of
The Pilgrim Academy in Egg Harbor
City, New Jersey.
of Christ. As brilliant as he was, he
could not see the fallacy of this kind of
reasoning.
Finally, Christian principles found
their way into the Constitution through
the efforts of the man known today as
the "Father of the Constitution, " James
Madison. A graduate of Christian
schools, Madison had studied in college
under the great Calvinist educator, John
Witherspoon. So much did he respect
Witherspoon's teaching that he stayed
on at Princeton after earning his B.A. to
The Founding Fothers
wonted to protect
religion
lrom goq)ernment.
take graduate studies in theology and
Hebrew. Among other things, Wither-
spoon taught Madison that man's evil
nature required a separation of powers in
government. As Witherspoon put it inhis
lecture notes, "Every good form of
government must be complex, so that
one principle may check the other.' ' As
an example, Witherspoon cited the (un-
written) British Constitution, in which
the king could make war but Parliament
could control the purse strings. Although
Madison doubtless read about separation
of powers and checks and balances in
Montesquie's Spiit of the Laws,hewas
probably more directly influenced by
Witherspoon and his version of these
concepts.
When it came time to form a new
government, Madison more than anyone
else made sure that the concepts
of separation of powers and checks
and balances permeated the Constitu-
tion. After Madison completed his
work on the Constitution, Witherspoon
conferred an honorary doctorate upon
him and voted in favor of the Consti-
tution at the New Jersey State Conven-
tion, where he was a delegate. Ashbel
Green,  Wi therspoon 's  ear l ies t
biographer, said that the old Doctor
approved of the new Constitution
" as embracing pr inciples, and
carrying into effect measures, which he
had long advocated, as essential to the
preservation of the liberties, and the
promotion of peace and prosperity of the
country. "
In summing up Witherspoon's in-
fluence on Madison, the eminent church
historian James Smylie has written:
"Without preaching a sermon and yet
relying upon his theological orientation,
Madison translated the views of Wither-
spoon on the nature of man into a
political instrument. " Thus, if Madison
was the Father of the Constitution, John
Witherspoon might very well be con-
sidered its "Grandfather. " As to
Witherspoon's Christ iani ty,  there
can be little doubt. While in Scotland
he wrote a whole book on how to be
born again, A Practical Treatise on
Regeneration.
Just as the Constitution was pro-
duced by a Christian society, so it was
designed to function within a Christian
culture. It did not create fundamental
values, but both depended upon and af-
firmed those that flowed from biblical
Christianity. The United States Consti-
tution depends not on the force of arms,
as does that of the Soviet Union, but on
the morality of its citizenry. Thus, if it
M We are pleased to announce the releaseof the first two book in an excellent
new series dealing with Christian living issues. The first two titles
are authored by Don Anderson. Don has been active in Christian
work for over thirry years.
ABRAHAM: DELAY IS NOT DENIAL
Using examples from Abraham's life, the author provides biblical answers
to the dilemmas and temptations we face while learning to wait on the
Lord. ISBN 000-2 Paper $6.95
ECCLESIASTES: THE MID.LIFE CRISIS
This study on Ecclesiastes vividly presents Solomon as a man in the
throes of a midJife crisis. The book provides biblical answers to the
trauma of middlescence that so many are experiencing in today's world.
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REVIVAL
by Martyn LloydJones
Martyn Lloyd-Jones, in this compila-
tion of spoken addresses given in 1959,
provides an illuminating and deep analy-
sis of what true revival is and why it is
so necessary today. Although I have read
many books and articles about revival,
none have been quite so challenging and
penetrating as this one. This work not
only provides much from the Scriptures
regarding revival, but also draws from
church history to illustmte scriptural
principles.
Lloyd-Jones begins his work with a
persuasive discussion of the urgent need
for revival. Although he does not define
revival initially, he later describes it as
an "outpouring of the Holy Spirit," and
"times of refreshing from the presence
of the [ord." He specifies immediately
that God often brings revival through or-
dinary people, who may not see them-
selves as important members of the
church.
Lloyd-Jones uses the text in Genesis
26:17-18 to lead into a discussion of
hindrances to revival. He points out that
we do not need to turn to philosophy,
psychology, or apologetics for answers to
our spiritual decline and that we must not
neglect the truths of salvation, the desire
of God to intervene into church and in-
dividual lives, the authority of biblical
revelation, man's sin, the wrath of God,
and most importantly, the doctrine of the
Holy Spirit.
In the midsections of the book the
author deals with expecting revival and
the characteristics and purpose of
revival, basing his principles on Joshua
4:21-24. He offers little that is new or
unique here. Following is a section on
how revival comes, including the role of
prayer from Exodus 33. This section is
the most stimulating and penetmting part
of the entire book. Lloyd-Jones's compar-
ison of remorse and true repentance is
e:<tremely enlightening and helpful. Here
again, he emphasizes two constant
themes: the primacy of prayer and the
efficacy of one man or a small group of
people joining in prayer.
The author concludes his work with
an exposition of Isaiah 62-64.In closing
he pictures the burden for revival, the
role of persevering prayer, God's
encouragement to prayer warriors, and
the key motive for prayer-the glory of
God. He laments the fact that churches,
when considering a pastoral candidate,
no longer ask if the person is walking in
the power of the Spirit or experiencing
on a consistent basis the presence of
God, but wonder instead about the man's
education and degrees. He ends on a
positive note by reminding us to claim the
promises of God as found in the Bible.
Although pastors and Christian
workers might profit most from reading
this book, I strongly recommend it to
anyone wishing a deeper understanding
of how the church got into its posi-
tion of indifference, how God has worked
in the past, and what must precede
revival today. One thing I especially
appreciated was the practical nature
of many of Lloyd-Jones's appeals. He
frequently pauses to confront the
individual believer. Prayer group leaders
would also find this extremely helpful,
as Lloyd-Jones goes into specifics
about what to pray for and how to pray.
At times he is redundant and wordy, but
the patient reader will bericlrlyrewarded.
I would agree withJ. I. Packer, who says
in the foreword to the book, "I do not
think that our age has seen any more
powerful or profound treatment of revival
than this book." (Crossway Books, 1987,
316 pp., $9.95) John Zietlow
-
BOOKNOTES
SILENT SHAME
by Martin Mawyer
Child sexual abuse is a very quiet
social issue, but should be discussed as
if it could devastate every American
family-because it can.
Martin Mawyer does an e:<cellent job
of describing the issues of child sexual
abuse, pedophilia, and the personalities
involved with these sexual perversions.
Case studies and actual interviews with
pedophiles, some who have since yielded
their lives to Christ, bring many aspects
of this widespread and serious problem
into clearer focus. These individuals
demonstnte the broken, abused frmily
stmchres that breed pedophiles. The
book corrers methods of entrapping chil-
dren into beginning a relationship with the
pedophile, and the last section gives par-
ents more specfic ways of "fighting back."
Child sexual abuse is a widespread and
self-perpetuating problem. Over 500,000
children are sexually abused each year.
Many become second-generation pedo-
philes who repeat the same reprehensi-
ble behaviors, often becoming more
violent with each episode of abuse.
For the reader unfrmiliar with the
topic, Silent Shame is an o<tremely rude
amakening to the horrible reality of child
sexual abuse. Although the book is ex-
tremely well-written and researched, the
topic may create strong emotional
I
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responses in the reader. Understanding
the issues of child sexual abuse is essen-
tial for parents; professionals, uch as
physicians, teachers, counselors, law-
yers, and law-enforcement officers; and
others with the potential of dealing with
sexual abuse. (Crossway Books, 1987,
150 pp., $6.95) Gregg Albers, M.D.
CRIME AND ITS VICTIMS
by Daniel W. Van Ness
Daniel Van Ness has seen crime from
two different angles: as a lawyer and as
a victim. His eyes were opened when his
home was burglarized, and Van Ness
learned "nothing is private from someone
who wants to break in. That is the kind
of world we live in."
Who can make sense of the criminal
justice system in our country? Few crimi-
nals are ever caught. Even fewer stand tri-
al. Our prisons are overcrouded, and often
released inmates find that prison served
simply as a "school of crime." Rarely does
a victim feel he has been adeouatelv com-
pensated for the injustice or loss he has
endured.
Daniel Van Ness presents fascinating
ideas for prison and justice reform. Based
on biblical principles, he points out
that the idea of restitution is sorely
needed in this country and clearly shows
how the idea can work to benefit both
society and the criminal. The book is ideal
for a group study. Discussion questions are
presented for each chapter.
Van Ness is currently the director of
Justice Fellowship, part of Chuck Colson's
Prison Fellowship ministries. Because
crime touches each of us, directly or in-
direcfly, every concerned Christian ought
to be familiar with the concepts in this
book. (InterVarsity Press, 1986, 240 pp.,
$7.95 softcover) Angela E. Hunt
GROWING DEEP IN THE
CHRISTIAN LIFE
by Charles R. Swindoll
Wouldn't it be nice to sit down and
listen to a theologian explain biblical doc-
trine without the use of intimidating,
scholarly terms? Charles Swindoll does
just that by explaining basic theology in an
interesting manner. His approach appeals
to "the truck driver, the athlete, the
waitress, the high school student, the per-
son in the military service, the homemaker
with a housefiil of kids at her feet, the
business person whose world is practical,
earthy, tough and relentless."
His theological presentation is not in-
tended to be exlnustive, but merely an ap-
petner for the reader's further personal
study. Swindoll covers 10 major doctrinal
categories considered the foundation of the
Christian fuith. At the end of each chap-
ter he gives the opportunity to apply bib-
lical theologl in a practical nxmner. He also
includes a glossary of major doctrinal
terms and a Scripture and subject index
beneficial to furttrer personal research.
Every Christian who desires to grow
in the faith should start at the roots-
understanding what he believes and
why. Your faith will experience a growth
spurt after reading this book.
(Multnomah Press, 1986, 431 pp., $14.95)
Martha Harper
I
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Personal Account
Africa '87
While directing an LU student missionary trip to East
Africa our team wept much over the people's poverty and
hunger. One in three people in Uganda already has the
AIDS virus and faces death in the next five years.
Psalm 126:6, "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bear-
ing precious seed, shall doubtless come again rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him." We are rejoicing. Eighty-
two students and faculty arrived back from three intensive
weeks of Africa '87. We saw 7,929 African young people
pray to receive Christ as their personal Saviour. Our
Liberty students led each of them to Christ one-on-one,
praying with them individually. It wasn't a mass hand-
raising. Our young champions blossomed under adverse
circumstances and were bold in their witnessing.
In high schools we ministered to 120,000 students. We
personally distributed 75,000 tracts and Bibles. We also
handed out 30,000 Jesus First pins. The African Christians
wore them as a badge of honor.
Working side by side with the Ugandan Christians and
PRO missions our students constructed the Wakisi Baptist
Church. Dr. Gregg Albers set up a medical relief clinic
where he treated more than 100 patients each day for
malaria, gastrointestinal disorders, and other diseases.
A basketball team played exhibition games and pre-
sented the Word of God in public schools, leading
hundreds to Christ. Our team ministered in the leading
universities and saw revival among the Christians as they
were encouraged.
We met with the prime minister and many government
officials. The day before we arrived the currency of
Uganda was devalued and prices soared as merchants
attempted to make up for their loss of profit. It was a
time of great economic instability, a very strategic time to
be there.
One African principal of a public school told his
students as he introduced
us, "You know many times
as Africans we think that
Jesus is just for Africans
only. I want to introduce
you to a group of Ameri-
cans who love Jesus also.
Many times we think Jesus
is just for the elderly.
These are young people
who are in love with Jesus
Christ. Many times we
think Jesus is just for the
uneducated. These are
university students who
love Jesus with all their
heart. I ask you to listen to
what they have to say. "
And they did.
I Vernon Brewer is
Liberty University's vice
president for student
affairs.
Attorney
General
Edwin Meese
Speaks at
Commencement
On May 4 Attorney
General Edwin Meese III
delivered the commence-
ment address to 782 gradu-
ates, including Macel and
Jonathan Falwell. Meese
reiterated the purpose of
the Constitution and the
role of religion in the
United States.
A. Pierre Guillermin,
president of LU. conferred
upon Meese the honorary
doctorate of humanities, in
recognition of his distin-
guished service to the
President of the United
States, in world affairs and
domestic public policy, and
in the U.S. judicial system.
Liberty Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary conferred the
honorary doctor of divinity
degree upon A. T.
Humphries, a nationally
known educator, choral
conductor, and gospel
singer.
After the graduation
ceremony, Guillermin
announced the presenta-
tion of the first David
DeMoss Award in memory
of David, who died last
year in a tragic automobile
accident. David would have
graduated with this year's
class. The award, pre-
sented to a graduate who
had demonstrated a genuine
depth of personal spiri-
tuality, enthusiasm, com-
mitment, active involve-
ment in student cross-
cultural ministry, and a
sincere desire for world
evangelization, was given to
Timothy Evans, who was
born and raised in Brazil
where his family served as
missionaries.
Five new members of
the LU board of trustees
were also announced:
Edward Dobson, pastor of
Calvary Church in Grand
Rapids, Michigan; Truman
Dollar, pastor of Temple
Baptist Church in Redford,
Michigan; Jack Dinsbeer,
pastor of University
Baptist Church in Jack-
sonville, Florida:
George Sweet, LU alumnus
and pastor of Atlantic
Shores Baptist Church in
Virginia Beach, Virginia;
and David Rhodenhizer,
LU alumnus and pastor of
Calvary Road Baptist
Church in Alexandria,
Virginia.
I
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Attaining
Excellence in
Athletics
Former Flame Bill
Kagey has signed as a free
agent placekicker for the
Dallas Cowboys. He re-
ported for mini-camp on
May 13. In 1984 Kagey set
Liberty's record for the
longest field goal in a game
when he booted a S3-yard
field goal against Georgia
Southern.
Senior defensive back
Mark Mathis from Marietta,
Georgia, signed as a free
agent cornerback for the
Saint Louis Cardinals. He
led Liberty in squad in-
terceptions (three), and
pass deflections (eight) this
past year. Mathis was also
named to the American
Football Coaches Associa-
tion Kodak Division I A11-
America team.
Senior defensive back
Wayne Haddix from Middle-
ton, Tennessee, signed as
a free agent cornerback for
the New York Giants. He
played in the Senior Bowl
in Mobile, Alabama, last
vear.
Summer
for Kids
Thomas Road Baptist
Church is back in the chil-
! . ' ' I
dren's camping ministry.
Camp Hydaway on Liberty
Mountain has replaced
facilities lost when
Treasure Island was sweot
away by floodwaters in
November 1985. Programs rn-
clude Kids-O-Rama Day
Camp for children entering
grades K-5 through the third
grade, Camp Adventure for
boys and girls entering
grades four through seven,
and overnight camp for chil-
dren ages 8 to 12. At the
new location campers enjoy
a beautiful mountain view, a
spring-fed lake, hiking
trails, fishing areas, ponies,
and paddle boats.
Each week Kids-O-
Rama Day Camp will
celebrate one of our major
holidays, such as Christmas
in July, Thanksgiving Week,
and Easter Week. The chil-
dren will participate in in-
door and outdoor games,
sports, nature crafts, and
field trips.
Camp Adventure fea-
tures a variety of programs
to interest returning day or
overnight campers. The
Olympian Program is for
competitors. Children will
divide into four teams and
enjoy a basketball tourna-
ment, competition in water-
front skills. crafts.
Scripture memorization, and
the crazy Liberty Bowl-a
camp-wide quiz show
where campers earn
awards for what they know!
The Ranger Program
provides camp-outs on the
peaks of Liberty Mountain,
skating, bowling, and other
activities for campers who
are back for a second week
or more.
For computer enthusiasts
there's Adventure Tech Com-
puter Camp. Children will be
taught to use 8- and 16-bit
computers. They'll learn to
write, create graphic and
musical masterpieces, and
other fun technology.
Looking
Back...1982
Fundamentalist
Journal Celebrates
Fifth Anniversary
With the publication of
this issue, the Fundamen-
talist lournal completes its
fifth year of service to
Christian readers. Born out
of a burden to maintain our
Christian heritage in a
changing society, the
Journal has a readership of
over 100,000.
Super
Conference
ls Back
Brisk mornings and
golden foliage will welcome
you to Super Conference
VIII October 19-22.
Thomas Road Baptist
Church and related min-
istries, in the rolling hills of
Virginia, invite you to
experience our conference
potpourri-11 facets of local
church ministry with over
100 workshops. No matter
which area of ministry you
enjoy-from babies to
senior adults-you will
receive a spiritual boost and
take home fresh and excit-
ing ideas to implement in
your church.
A special emphasis on
the Liberty Godparent
Ministry-a prototype for
similar ministries-will in-
clude a tour of the present
home. A new Godparent
Home on Liberty Mountain
is in the planning stages.
In addition to the
speakers, music, and work-
shops, over 80 businesses
will display their materials
to help make your ministry
more effective.
Calendar
July
S-Dr. Falwell speaks at
Morningside Baptist
Church in
Valdosta, Georgia
20-Dr. Falwell speaks at
Grand Hotel
Conuention Center
in Pigeon Forge,
Tennessee
22-Dr. Falwell speaks at
North Valley Baptist
Church in Redding,
Califurnia
26-29-Bring Them In Bus
& Children's Church
Conference at TRBC
30-Dr. Falwell speaks at
Presbyteian
Euangelistic
Fellowship at
Western Carolina
Uniuersity, Asheuille,
North Carolina
August
2-Dr. Falwell speaks at
Trinity Baptist
Church in
Chattanooga,
Tennessee
6-Dr. Falwell speaks at
High Street Baptist
Church in Sping-
field, Missouri
26-Liberty Uniuersity
classes begin
3l-September 3-
Josh McDowell
speaks at Liberty
Uniuersity
I T"-'a]^
CLARK.RICE
BIBLE
INSTITUTE
"A Bible Institute
for the Deaf"
A quality program expressly
designed to train deaf
Christians for the ministry.
For information write to:
CLARK.RICE
BIBLE INSTITUTE
1801 MAPLE RD.
JOL|ET,  tL  60432
(815) 726-3922
TDD or Voice
Clifford Tolosa, President
A Ministry of
Maranatha Baptist Church
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Colled To
TheMini.stry
Study Off,Campus and
Earn A Degree!
. Bethany allows you to renraln rn your
present  min i5 t ry  wh i le  earn ing  vour
degree.
e  Berhanv  o f fe rs  qua) i ty  educar ion ,  i s
fundamental and Baptist in doctrine.
o One may earn either the ASSOCIATE,
BACHELOR, MASTER or DOCTORAIE
degree through the Off,Campus
f rogram.
o Resident classes are available at the
Dothan Campus-tuit ion at a minimum.
r Credit is given for previous college
work and life experience.
Write or Callfor Free Information
BETHANY THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY AND BIBLE COLLEGE
PO. Box 1944
Dothan, Alabama 36302
(205) 793-3189
Practical.
Personal.
Relevant.
There's no time like the present
to plan for the future.
_ 
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tsrywt tsihk Coffrye
'New EngXand's Bible College"
879 Sawyer Street
P. O. Box 2886, South Portland, Maine 04106
(207) 799-5979
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All-Christian Cruises
Cruise
No. Depart Retum Dest Type
l
2
,i
4
7 27 8i  7 31 87 Bahamas I)r  W A Crrwel l
1l  9 87 11 13 87 Bahamas Mandrel l  Sisters
1 4 88 I  8 88 Bahamas I)r  Charles Stanley
1 11.88 1.15-88 Bahamas Adrian Rogen &
Bai ley Smilh
1.18-88 I  22 88 Bahamas D .James Kennedy
1 25 88 1 29.88 Bahamas Charles Ful ler
and olher!
2 I  88 2;3E Bahanras l lob Gray Tom Hayes
af0 0tnels
3.7 88 iJ 11 8lJ Baharnas CharLes Stanley
and others
9 6 20 88 6 24 88 Bahamaq {r  ( iospel Srng Groups
11 7 2288 7 29 88 Alaska CharLcs Stanley
I 1 1990 12 days Oberamrnergau nd I--urope
E igh t  i n  t he  morn ing  t i l l  m idn igh t -
preaching,  teaching,  s ingjng.  Eight  gourmet
meals daily. Ashore at 3 islands. Many music
groups: all day services and Christian enter-
ta inment.  Send pastor  and his wi fe.  In the
past ,  a l l  tours have sold out  2 to 3 months
before departure.
For detai led brochure conracr:
Joe Hal l
3711 Swansea Dr ive
Mobi le,  Alabama 36608
Phone: 205-342-2597
Chul,rh^l4tuJl"
LulPtut;
r FREE! "HOW TO
GROW YOUR YOUTH
GROUP"
* lnfoon SONSHINE '88
Teen Conferen@
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r  ANNUAL CONVENTION
feoturing DAVE ADAMS
Feb.  15  -  18  -  F lo r ida
|+tite fu FRM W pcket-.
I
George Dooms: presldent
YOUTH EVANGELISM
ASSOCIATION
13000 U.S.4' l  North
Evansv i l l e ,  lN  47711
casseEtes
ONE PRICE-
ANY QUANTITY
' *  Custom Loaded Lengths
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t t  5 Di f lerent  Colored Housings
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Pro Vidco
Complete Chr ist ian
Televis ion Product ion
Company
Pro Video can help your organization
produce complete v ideo programs
for:
.  Tra in ing and Or ientat ion
o Sales Presentat ion
o Publ ic  Relat ions
.  Miss ions Program
. Church Growth
.  Enter ta inment
.  Documentar ies
.  Recrui t ing
. Trade shows/conventions/
semrnars
Pro Video has for the past six years
produced programs for  the ABC
Network and Jerry Falwel l  and the
Old-Time Gosoel  Hour.  Let  us show
you how effective and economical
v ideo product ion can be.
Cal l  or  wr i te :
Rick ie Johnson
I'r() Vi(10()
206 Jefferson Woods Drive
Forest, VA 24551(804) 525-2689
Worried about what your
children learn in school?
Amer ican schoo ls  were  founded on
the  B ib le ,  bas ic  educataon and god ly
mora t  va t  ues .
But  now,  schoo ls  teach an t i -Chr is t ian
v a l u e s  a n d  k i d s  l e a r n  a b o u t  d r u g s ,
s e x  a n d  i m m o r a l i t y  a t  s c h o o l .
Christians Need Their Own
Schoo/s
BASIC EDUCATION is  the  wor ld  s  la rges t
d i s t r i b u t o r  o f  B i b l e - b a s e d  c u r r i c u l u m .
I ts  na t ionwide  sys tem o f  coord ina tors  w i l l
h e l p  y o u  s t a r t  a  C h r i s t i a n  S c h o o l  i n  y o u r
own home.
'  I t ' s  easy-courses  are  se l f  ins t ruc t iona l
'  F  c o n o m i c a l  a n d  a c a d e m i c a l l y  s u p e r i o r
'  Over  $25 mi l l ion  deve lopment  cos ts
.  G r a d e s  K  t h r o u g h  1 2
.  No degree necessary
F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c a l l  t o l l - l r e e :
1  8 0 0 - 8 5 2 - 2 7 4 2  ( U . S . )
1 - 8 0 0 ' 2 4 8 -  1  7 7 6  ( T e x a s )
O r  w r i t e :
Basic Educat ion
B o x  6 1 0 5 8 9 - D e p t .  F - 2
Da l las /F t .  Wor th  A i rpor t ,  TX /5261
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Early Childhood Education
ow young is too
young? That ques-
tion is usually
asked about voting and
drinking ages. Another to
add to the list is school en-
trance age. There is agrow-
ing trend toward mandatory
education for children as
young as 3 years old.
The issue is hot and
controversial with family-
oriented Conservatives
Raymond and Dorothy Moore
who oppose the move to interfere with
early childhood education received in the
home.
None of them, however, argue against
the positive effect prescribed programs
can have on disadvantaged children,
whether they are from the ghettos,
suffer from some physical or emotional
impairment, or have home situations that
require outside nurturing.
Even home schooladvocates Raymond
and Dorothy Moore of the Hewitt Foun-
dation have no problems with such pro-
grams. However, the Moores contend
that those situations include only 20 to
25 percent ofall preschool children. Even
for these, the Moores suggest he learn-
ing environment should be as similar as
possible to a home situation.
Nor do Couservatives object to the
various private preschool programs that
parents may select for their children if
they wish. The problem comes when the
idea is pushed for all children of a par-
ticular age from all backgrounds. For
example, New York City Mayor Edward
Koch's Early Childhood Education Com-
mission made its positive recommenda-
tion for ECE in the report Take A Giant
Step: An Equal Start in Education For
All New York City Four-Year-Olds.
The first of 10 recommendations sug-
gests public-supported early childhood
education programs hould be extended
to ensure uniaersal availability to
4-year-olds in the city. In fact, the Com-
mission suggests a four-year phase-in
progrzlm, first in neighborhoods that have
the highest educational risks.
Marjorie McAlister, director of the
Early Childhood Education Unit of the
New York Public Schools, does not
anticipate a compulsory four-year-old
program in the foreseeable future. "It
won't happen in my lifetime," she said.
Nonetheless, the phase-in program of
the New York City schools could put
such a structure in place by 1990.
And New York City is not alone in its
research into the possibility for earlier
entrance requirements for the nation's
l^
lt hildren are
weaned from the
influence of their
parents at an earlier
age. That very
principle bothers
children. For example, the
1987 Virginia legislature re-
vived 1986 legislative at-
tempts to promote early
childhood education.
Such possibilities raise
an ominous foreboding
among American Conser-
vatives. They object to
state-controlled education
that exposes children to
programs designed and
executed by the school
boards and falls in line with the overall
schooling of the child.
Whatever the proposal for accom-
plishing the purpose, the result is the
same: children are weaned from the in-
fluence of their parents at an earlier age.
That very principle bothers some
authorities. Others are also concerned
with what they classify as the flawed
research and logic upon which the
premise for such educational programs
rest.
Phyllis Schlafly of Eagle Forum is one
such critic. 'Absolutely no replicable
evidence shows that putting children in
school at an earlier age makes them
brighter or better able to achieve
academically or better able to socialize
positively with their peers as they
move along in school," she wrote in the
February 1986 issue of. The PIryUh
Schlafly Report.
She continued: "The evidence indi-
cates that it saddles tots with burnout,
stress, and frustrations that inhibit later
learning."
Focus on the Family's James Dobson
shares this point of view.
As a matter of fact, Benjamin Bloom,
who propagated the concept of the
early learning program Head Start in the
sixties, changed his position in 1980.
In the sixties he concluded that
l7-year-olds gain 50 percent of their
I
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mature intelligence by the time they are
3 or 4 years of age. From this finding he
encouraged early enrollment of children
in school because that rapid mental
development would be better fostered in
a school-oriented program.
Head Start, and other programs that
followed, concentrated primarily on lan-
guage, reading, and arithmetic skills with
pre- and post-testing. The results
showed positive gains by underprivileged
children in at least one or more of the
areas in which they had been trained.
But further studies showed that much of
the advantage was undetectable as little
as six months later.
However, the New York Commission
on Early Childhood Education cites in-
formation stating that such testing was
premature, that testing years later shows
a more positive rate of retention and
benefit from the programs.
But Bloom reversed himself on such
early schooling in 1980, stating that the
home is the best environment for early
education and that parents are the best
teachers.
Woven throughout all the pros and
cons of the issue are the physical,
emotional, social, and intellectual
developmental factors of the children
themselves. And reams of studies are
alailable to promote each side of the
issue.
Socialization is a highly controversial
factor in this debate. Those favoring ECE
believe that early exposure to peers pro-
motes positive social development.
Opponents contend otherwise. One
conclusion is that a child exposed too
early and too often to his peers becomes
peer dependent and unable to think
for himself. In a 1966 study Buehler,
Patterson, and Furness learned that chil-
dren want to act like big kids, but they
do not imitate the better traits of their
peers.
In addition, Dale Farren of the
University of North Carolina has pointed
out that recent research on day care
gives "a tragic picture of the negative
socialization that takes place in an en-
vironment consisting of groups of young
children."
He found children in such settings are
involved in 15 times more acts of nega-
tive aggression than the child cared for
in the home.
And Albert Bandura, Stanford
University, found children are negatively
influenced by peer-level manners, habits,
speech, dress, rivalry, and ridicule.
In this early school setting young
children often establish a negative self-
image. William Glasser, author of Scftools
without Failure and Reality Therafy, has
found forced competition may equal
failure and feelings of inadequacy even in
children who entered the programs with
a good seH-image.
All this results in shattered self-
confidence, destroyed motivations, and
a problem of identity with failure in the
future.
The arguments are complex, the
research voluminous, but people in-
terested in the welfare of children and the
preservation of the fumily unit shor:ld arm
themselves with information so they
can confront the issue as it moves into
their communities-as it most surely
will.
Information on early childhood edu-
cation trends and programs is available
from the Hewitt Research Foundation,
P.O. Box 9, Washougal, Washington
98761. Other organizations interested in
the controversy are Eagle Forum, Box
618, Alton, Illinois 62002, and Focus on
the Family, P.O. Box 500, Arcadia,
California 91006.
I Ann Wharton
A Cup of Poison in the
Name of Humanity
o a loved one a favor. Slip him
a cup of poison. Two groups
are fighting for the right to do
just that as they seek legislative approval
of active euthanasia. That law would al-
low loved ones, friends, and medical per-
sonnel to help terminally ill patients
commit suicide.
One is the lns Angeles Hemlock
Society, organized in the late 1970s by
Englishman Derek Humphry, who ac-
knowledges that he helped his terminally
ill wife commit suicide by giving her
poison-laced coffee.
"I have never felt a twinge of guilt,"
Humphry said in an April 1985 article in
the York Daily Ruord. As atheists he and
his wife were not troubled by the reli-
gious implications of the act, the article
reported.
Humphry came to this country in
1978, three years after his wife died and
months after his book Jean's Way was
published in England.
He moved to California to work as a
journalist, and subsequently turned all
his attention to his new organization. He
also served on the board of Americans
Against Human Suffering.
In the York Daily Record article
Humphry outlined his short- and long-
range goals: "My short-term goal is to
help people interested in euthanasia to
die well. My long-term goal is to change
the law on assisted suicide so that a
dying person can legally ask for help in
death."
The second group is a lobbying
organ of the Hemlock Society, Ameri-
cans Against Human Suffering, in Glen-
dale, California. It is directed by Robert
L. Risley, who watched his terminally ill
wife die of cancer. He determined to fight
for active euthanasia fter her death.
In a fund-raising letter Risley urged
support for the organization's Human and
Dignified Death Act. That bill is being
promoted this year in two forms: one for
a change in the constitution of the state
of California, the second as a bill for the
U.S. Congress. In fact, the Henrlock
Society has contributed $50,000 to
AAHS to help underwrite the campaign.
The aim in California is to amend the
constitution to allow terminally ill people
to choose to die. A success in California
will open the door to crusades in other
states.
Justifying the bill, Risley wrote in the
letter: "Our act applies only to the ter-
minally ill. And it gives them-and only
them-the legal right to obtain a physi-
cian's aid to a voluntary, humane, and
dignified end to their suffering."
Support for the action comes from
polls that show increased acceptance of
the concept of active euthanasia. A 1985
Harris Survey showed that 85 percent of
the national sample believed "a patient
with a terminal disease ought to be able
to tell his doctor to let him die rather than
to extend his life when no cure is in
sight." In lllzl only 62 percent supported
the concept.
Holland is a major model for tlose
who promote active euthanasia. Although
to date euthanasia is not officially sanc-
tioned, physicians there are reported to
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participate in from 5,000 to 8,000
euthanasia cases each year.
There are few prosecutions, and the
I2-year sentences handed down are
usually suspended if the doctor can show
that a competent patient requested the
doctor's aid, the National Riqht to Life
News reported in May.
Although the political coalition of
Prime Minister Ruud Lubber refused to
legalsze uthanasia earlier this year, it did
promise to compose guidelines for phy-
sicians in "extreme cases" so the risks
of prosecution are lower.
The descent down the "slippery
slope" has reached the point that the
Dutch Health Council recommended in
March that the Dutch cabinet adjust
euthanasia guidelines in order to allow
terminally ill children under the age of 16
to request doctor-assisted suicide
without parental consent, the News
reported.
t t 
M, bng-term goat
is to change
the law
on assisted suicide
so that a dying person
can legally ask
for help in death."
In this country today, the media
report from time to time on cases in
which a family member has assisted in
the suicide of a loved one or actually
resorted to murder.
Articles on how to commit suicide ap-
pear. The Hemlock Society advertises a
"how-to" book on voluntary euthanasia,
Izt Me Die Before I Wake, written by
Humphry. Shortly after publication the
book sold at the rate of 5,000 copies per
month. To date 70,000 have been sold.
The debate is held through confer-
ences as well. For example, the Hem-
lock Society held its Third National
Voluntary Euthanasia Conference, A
Humane and Dignified Death, in Septem-
ber of last year in Washington. The
fourth conference is slated for April 7-9,
1988, in San Francisco.
The implications of 'Assisting
Suicides" was also discussed at Stanford
University in April in a conference by that
name. It's purpose was to "examine the
legal, medical, and ettrical issues involved."
Papers presented at that conference
are slated for publication tn Issues in La.w
& Medicine, P.O. Box 1586, Terre
Haute, Indiana 47808-1586.
Still another conference was held in
May, this one in San Francisco. It was
in conjunction with the American Associ-
ation of Suicidology and the International
Association for Suicide Prevention. The
tooic was "Suicide and Cultural Values:
National and International Aspects."
Another source of information is the
Human Life Center in Steubenville. Ohio.
which strongly opposes euthanasia.
The trend continues with endless de-
bate over the difference, if any, between
active and passive euthanasia, the debate
over the status of denying food and water
to the terminally ill patient, and the "slip-
pery slope" theory that an inch is the same
as a mile in such a controversial matter.
I Ann Wharton
Values continued from page 14
properly be called radical, even though
today the radical has become accepted
as commonplace. The same can be said
about subsequent court decisions rein-
terpreting the fundamental law govern-
ing abortion, pornography, and religious
expression of various kinds in the public
schools.
This is what Norman Lear quaintly
calls the 'American Way." Millions of
Americans-I suspect an overwhelming
majority-think otherwise, preferring the
wisdom of our Founding Fathers.
Alexander Solzhenitsyn put it so well
in his acclaimed Templeton Address in
1983: "Through decades of gradual
erosion, the meaning of life in the West
has ceased to be seen as anything more
lofty than the 'pursuit of happiness.' . . .
The West is slipping toward the
abyss . . . losing more and more of its
religious essence as it thoughtlessly
yieldls] up its younger generation to
atheism."
But, good remains good and evil re-
mains evil, however many Madison
Avenue advertising campaigns may be
purchased to comrince us to the contrzry.
Solzhenitsyn is absolutely correct. If we
do not stop yielding up our younger
generation to atheism-and soon-
freedom and prosperity as we have
known it in America will be no more.
I Carl Horn is president of the North
Carolina Council and state director of
The Freedom Council. He is an attorney,
author, and political consultant. Reprinted
ftom The News and Obseruer, Raleigh,
North Carolina, February 6, 1986.
Soapbox continued from page 19
the great advances in church/state rela-
tions born out of the Reformation eeded
further reforming to free them from the
crusader mentality. The trip across the
Atlantic Ocean did much to free America
from illusions of religious gnndeur.
The Constitution of the United States
is, to me, the greatest human document
in existence attesting to man's strengths
and weaknesses. Its systems ofguaran-
tees and controls demonstrate a balanced
view of power, religion, and people.
Many nations have copied that document
hoping to build a great nation. They soon
discover that the document does not
produce reality. Reality produced the
document.
If America is truly the greatest
nation in the world it is because the
reality of our greatness makes it so. Sing-
ing it, saying it, or wishing it, will not
make it so. When truth meets reality,
freedom is produced. When truth
dominates reality, greatness is achieved.
When truth survives and spreads, great-
ness is maintained in an atmosphere of
freedom.
God help us as citizens, pastors, lead-
ers, and politicians to resist the tempta-
tion to see ourselves as a great nation
if reality and truth are not on our side.
Dare we use God's name to justify our
desire to preserve a greatness not based
on reality and truth? Dare we use politics
to achieve what only truth can produce?
Should we justify our own desires as if
tiey were God's desires? Shall we do evil
to be good?
The loss of greatness is not in-
evitable as some believe. Truth knows no
time limit. We limit our greatness
because we forget the truth and stop
affecting reality with the truth.
If we forget the path that led us here,
the walk to the future will be difficult
indeed.
I Bud McCord, former missionary to
Brazil, is now copastor of First Baptist
Church in West Hollywood, Florida.
I
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-Fundamentalist College Chief
Elected to Head
SBC Home Missions
ATLANTA (RNS)-A staunch
Southern Baptist Conservative lected
as the new chief executive of the Bap-
tist Home Mission Board after a
rancorous meeting April 10, said no
Larry Lewis, new chief executive of the Bap-
t ist Home Mission Board.
employee should be hired for that
agency who does not hold a Fundamen-
talist view of the Bible.
The Atlanta-based board, the third
largest agency in the 14.6 million-member
convention, employs a staff of about 300
people and directs a force of 3,637 mis-
sionaries, the largest such denomina-
tional network of missionaries in the
United States.
Larry kwis, president of a small
Fundamentalist college in Missouri, was
elected president of the board by a vote
of 52-15 after a short but bitter debate
in which one member warned the board,
"You don't want that man to head up one
of the most valuable agencies of the
Southern Baptist Convention."
Declaring that he would vote against
Lewis, board member Marvin L. Prude
of Birmingham, Alabama, said the board
had been "betrayed" by the eight-
member search committee that recom-
mended Lewis. He warned that lrwis's
election as board president would
aggravate the deep divisions between
Conservatives and Moderates in the
denomination.
But board member O. F. Hawkins of
Fort lauderdale, Florida, immediately
sprang to l.ewis's defense against hose
who would "insinuate that this is a rail-
road job." Hawkins declared that kwis's
selection by the search committee was
"nothing short of a miracle" that
would bring great benefits to the Home
Mission Board.
NOW Sued for $10 Million
A Bristol, Connecticut, pastor is
suing the National Organization for
Women for $10 million. Patrick Mahoney,
who heads the proJife group Celebrate
Life, is suing NOW over alleged efforts
to suppress his constitutional rights.
The suit stems from a 1985 effort by
Mahoney to gain a public referendum
against abortion. On August 12,
Mahoney convinced the Bristol City
Council to place on the November 5 bal-
lot a referendum asking the question,
"Should the Supreme Court decision
regarding abortion be overturned?"
Though the referendum was defeated
(39 percent in favor, 48 percent against,
and 13 percent undecided), Mahoney was
later sued by Laura Minol who claimed
the pastor used the political process to
infringe her right to have an abortion.
Gayle Brooks of Connecticut NOW
announced her support of the lawsuit and
held a press conference, saying the suit
was needed in order to stop similar abor-
tion referendums throughout he nation.
A district court dismissed the lawsuit,
saying that since the referendum was
defeated it could not have infringed
Minor's abortion rights and that even if
it passed, "It is preposterous to assume
that it would have influenced the
Supreme Court."
Pastor Mahoney responded to the
victory by announcing a lawsuit of his
own. Joined by Rutherford Institute
attorney Joseph Secola, Mahoney is
suing Minor, Brooks, and NOW "to
show pro-abortionists they can't get away
with using million-dollar lawsuits to
harass their opposition," Secola said.
-
Schuller Ownership
of Crystal Cathedral
Called "Dangerous Precedent"
GARDEN GROVE, Calif. (RNS)-
Robert Schuller, host of television's
"Hour of Power," received permis-
sion late last year to transfer owner-
ship of the $32 million Crystal Cathedral
property from the church congregation
to his independent ministry organization.
The Orange County Register eported
on April 23 that at Schuller's request, the
congregation's board of dkectors voted
late last year to let Robert Schuller
Ministries take ownership of the
property. The ministry group will lease
the facilities back to the congregation for
99 years at $1 a year.
The 10,000-member congregation,
which is part of the New York-
based Reformed Church in America, was
not told of the decision until recent
weeks.
One board member said Schuller told
the board he wants to use the property
as collatenl to build an international train-
ing center for ministers. The training
center may cost as much as $20 million.
Herman Ridder, head of the church board
and a minister on staff at the church,
said the congregation was not told of
the decision because board members
did not think it warranted an official
announcement.
Ridder said board members "didn't
see any real difference between a
99-year renewable lease" and actual
ownership of the property. Wayne
Antworth, communications director
for the denomination, said he thinks
the transfer of church property to
an organization that is not a part of
the Reformed Church in America "sets
a dangerous precedent."
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Soviet Newspaper Calls
for Intolerance Toward Baptists
An official newspaper of the Soviet
Union is calling for greater intolerance
toward a Baptist sect that has settled
near the Estonian city of Valga, Reuters
news service has reported.
The Estonian youth newspaper
Molodyozh Estonii criticized a large group
of unofficial Baptists who are bringing up
their children to respect God and not the
Soviet state.
"We look at things realistically and
understand that for the adult members
of the sect, reeducation is already point-
less," the newspaper said. "For this
reason, our main task must be to create
in the city an atmosphere of intolerance
to the lawlessness which they commit so
unceremoniously, dragging children into
the religious swamp."
Reuters reported that the Baptist
sect came under fire because the Bap-
tist children refused to join Communist
youth organizations, and their only
ambition was to work as night watchmen
so they could avoid the collective life.
U napproved Church-Schools
Under Fire in Nebraska, Again
Earlier this year, the Nebraska State
Board of Education announced that it
would begin increased supervision of un-
approved church- and home-schools. But
that decision was put on hold until
the attorney general decides whether cur-
rent law permits such intrusive state
measures.
The issue of unapproved church-
and home-schools has been a fiery sub-
ject in Nebraska for more than a decade.
In the early eighties, for example, some
citizens were jailed for sending their
children to unapproved church-schools.
In one case state officials padlocked
the doors of a church to prevent the
school from holding meetings in its
basement.
In 1984, however, the Nebraska legis-
lature passed a law allowing parents to
educate their children at home or to send
them to an unapproved school if a state-
approved school would "violate sincerely
held religious beliefs."
But the peace that followed was
recently placed in jeopardy when the
board of education announced that it
would begin to require quarterly on-site
visits by county superintendents.
Home- and church-school advocates
quickly claimed the order would violate
their constitutional rights.
As a result, board president Max
Larsen said the board will wait until the
attorney general's office rules on the le-
gality of the order before putting it into
effect.
-
Anticreationist Arsonists
Set Fire to Print Shop
SHREVEPORX Ia.-Anticreationist
arsonists set fire to a Shreveport, Inui-
siana, printing company at I a.m. on May
23 and later told police they burned the
company building because the owner
printed materials for the Creation
Science Legal Defense Fund.
Shreveport Police Detective Beau
Roberts said the police department
received an anonymous call from a man
who said he burned the print shop be-
cause the owner was strongly involved
in the Creation Science movement.
Bill Franklin, owner of F & F Printers,
which had some $200,000 in damage
from the fire, said an anonvmous
caller also warned him not to reopen his
shop.
Franklin, who for several years has
printed a[ I€gal Defense Fund materials,
said one target of the arsonists was a dis-
play of Creation magazines on the
bulletin board in the receptionist's area
of the shop.
"It was almost like they took a blow-
torch and burned each magazine individu-
ally," Franklin said. ''Yet they didn't even
touch a copying machine right below the
bulletin board."
Wendell Bird, lead counsel for the
Fund, called the act "Outrageous! It's in-
conceivable that anyone would stoop so
low."
Former State Senator Bill Keith,
Fund president, called the act "a vicious,
cowardly deed done in the dark of night
to hide their evil." Keith was the author
of the Creation Science law in lnuisiana
which mandates teaching the scientific
evidences for Creation wherever evolu-
tionism is taught. The law, challenged by
the ACLU, is now before the U. S.
Supreme Court.
Keith also noted that there has been
very little interest in the arson among
secular news media.
"If it were someone burning an abor-
tion clinic or porno shop, the news
media would be screaming their heads
off," Keith said. "But creationists? Who
cares? It's very, very sad."
Meanwhile, the Shreveport Police De-
partment is continuing the investigation.
Three Lutheran Bodies Join
Forces to Form Evangelical
Lutheran Church In America
COLUMBUS, Ohio (RNS)-Partak-
ing in a joint communion service, heads
of three Lutheran organizations drama-
tized the mingling of their traditions to
form the 5.3 million-member Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.
The merger, which follows four years
of formal negotiations, brings together
congregations ofthe Lutheran Church in
America, the American Lutheran Church,
and the Association of Evangelical Lu-
theran Churches. The new body, which
officially begins operations January 1, will
have its main offices in Chicago.
It will be the nation's fourth-largest
Protestant denomination, after Southern
Baptists (14.3 million), United Methodists
(9.2 million), and the National Baptist
Convention USA (5.5 million).
T
Put Walt Rumminger's 25 years of
experience to work for you. Call
Teamway for:
Church Buildtngs, Chrtsttart
Schoo/s, Famrly Lite Cetl ters.
P I a n n i  ng, Desig n t n g, Con st r uct i  ort
and Financtal Consulttr tg.
From a simple expansion to a mult i-
mil l ion dol lar worship center, our
team concept lets you bui ld your
church your way and pocket the
savings. We promise never to exceed
your establ ished budget. Call  for a
free brochure and consultat ion.
Church Designers & Builders
406 State Park Road
Greenvi l le, SC 29609
Caf l or Write Today! 18031 242-5464
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'Ttn" Liberty University School of
I Lifelong Learning is designed with the
busy person in mind. You receive university
instruction via VHS videotape-all in the
pnvacy of your own.home! So whether your
desire is to acquire an accredite$ university
degree (undergra{uate or graduate),
'additional training for job advancement,
or you simply feel the need for personal
enrichment,, we have a program that is
tailored to meet your need. You see, iio
,, other Christian university has ever de-
signed'a program of television 'education
for those 25 years of age or older as
ANIII- W OTTTER
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convenient as Liberty's
School of Lifelong Irarn-
ing. When you "attend" Liberty
University in the comfort of your living
roorn, you -can study at times, that- suit
your schedule without experiencing the
rigors of uprooting your family and moving
to Liberty Mountain in Lynohburg, Viiginia.
We are currently offering an A.A. degree in
Religion; B.S. degrees in Religion/Church
Ministr ies, Business, Administration,
Management and Accounting; an M.A:
degree in Counseling; and a Master of
Biblical Studies (M.B.S.) degree.
Liberty University
School,of Lifelong Iearning
Lynchburg, VA 24506-1803
For a FREE catalog and financial
aid information call us todav at:
1-804-847-9000' nxt. fA. 
-
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PTL Scandal-Vl/hy?
bv Truman Dollar
he PTL scandal at Heritage Vil-
lage USA has revealed the most
outmgeous excesses ever seen in
Christian ministry in America. Jim
Bakker and his wife, Thmmy Faye, have
become American symbols for abuse of
spiritual leadership. ''Elmer Gantry" and
Aimee Semple McPherson will recede
into insignificance.
Bakker's adultery disqualifies him
from the ministry, but his financial ex-
travagances give new definition to clergy
affluence in this country. The media have
paraded the excesses before us, ad
nauseam.
When questioned about their opulent
lifestyle by Ted Koppel on ABC's
"Nightline," the Bakkers seemed to feel
they deserved all they had. No repen-
tance was apparent-not a hint they be-
lieved their lifestyle inconsistent with the
gospel of Christ.
Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker were the
embodiment of the "success-health-and-
wealth" philosophy they preached. The
road to success was becoming a Chris-
tian. That's why Bakker always talked
about Christians going "first class."
They modeled the theme, "If you accept
our message, you can be like us."
Obviously a lot of people wanted to
believe their promises. Most Americans,
however. realized this ostentatious
lifestyle was unacceptable for a preacher
of the gospel. Even many of the Bakkers'
followers somehow understood that this
lavish lifestyle did not harmonize with the
message and mission of Jesus.
Wt must learn-
for the gospel's ake-
that this whole
"stlccess" philosophy
is not Christian
and is very
destructive.
Now, we must learn-for the gospel's
sake-that this whole "success"
philosophy is not Christian and is very
destructive. We must learn from this
what true Christianity is all about. Failure
to gnsp the real meaning of Christ's
message will dilute the Christian faith.
Jesus called us to a life of sacrifice, not
ease and tranquility. The Scripture is
clear, "He that loveth father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me: and
he that loveth son or daughter more than
me is not worthy of me. And he that
taketh not his cross, and followeth after
me is not worthy of me. He that findeth
his life shall lose it: and he that loseth
his life for my sake shall find it" (Matt.
10:37-39). "Yea, and all that will live
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse-
cution" (2 Tim. 3:12). "For unto you it
is given in the behalf of Christ, not only
to believe on him. but also to suffer for
his sake" (Phil. 1:29). That's what
Jesus said.
When we appeal for men to come to
Christ, we cannot honestly guarantee
them wealth or continued good health
in this life. They may go through
the pain of hearing a doctor say, "You
have cancer." A child may die. You may
be terminated from your job after
30 years of service. There is no promise
of riches. That is Christian realism. That
is truth.
Understanding that truth, changes
our whole perspective on the Christian
faith. The willingness to sacrifice
encourages us to put convictions in
front of personal comfort. The willing-
ness to sacrifice makes us open to
God's call. The willingness to sacrifice
makes us more sensitive to a modest
lifestyle.
What can we promise the children of
God? We can honestly promise that
Jesus cares. We can say God is in charge.
God has a plan for your life, and God's
plan for your life is in your best interest.
We can promise that a holy God will
never let any sacrifice go unrewarded.
We can cling to the fact that someday
God will right all wrongs. To believe
anything else makes the sacrifice
of every lonely missionary a waste.
Christianity based on the success
philosophy ignores the centuries of
suffering for Christ's sake, the martyrs,
the agonizing life of prayer. God has not
forgotten, and it will be "worth it all
when we see Christ." Call it "pie-in-the-
sky religion," but that is what Christ
T
66 Fundamental is tJournal
promised.
__:rr+!!!uI
{@,.
. . '
I
l-800-633-646
:
TTO
NP\RTOF'
IOI\,
From the first day we opened
our doors, we started a tradition
of excellence at Libertv that is
still all-encompassing.
We strive for it in spiritual
character. In academics. In ad-
ministration. In the arts. In ath-
letics. Everywhere. Close to our
nation's capital and Colonial
Williamsburg, we're located in a
region rich in American history
where we are continuallv re-
minded of our nation's bbdrock
principles, as well as our biblical
roots. This heritage is very
much our own, part of our tra-
dition, and part of our legacy to
each student who passes this
way. There may be nothing we
can teach them that is more im-
portant than to be the best they
can be. We strive to produce
young men and women who are
not only authorities in their
fields, but individuals of true
Christian character, deeply
rooted in biblical princip'le-s.
_ 
So far, the idealhas paid off.
Our graduates are making an
impact all over the countrv, bothproJessionallv and spirituiilv.
They re banliers, they're busi-
nessmen and women, they're
teachers and counselors and
mathematicians. Thev re minis-
ters and graduate students, and
wherever they are. thev re carrv-
ing on the traditioir of excellenie.
LIBEKIT'?
U N I V E R S I T Y
WrereHistoryls Still Beirg l\{ade.
LIBERTY UNMRSITX Lynchburg, VA 24506
Call l-800-522-6225
Financial Aid infomation available on request. Applicana for admision are considered without regard to se(, race, national oigin, or handicap.
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